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1. Letter From Co-Secretaries General

It is our utmost pleasure to be able to serve at this year's BALMUN Conference, a gathering
where we unite to shape the world through democracy and collective ideas, as the Co-Secretaries
General. We are more than prepared to provide you with the best 3 day journey of all your MUN
experiences. With our excellent academic team, we greet you with 8 committees in total: 2 of them
being General Assembly, 4 of them being Special and 2 of them as Crisis Committees. Let this
conference serve as a reminder that leadership is not measured by the volume of one's voice, but by

the integrity of people's ideas and the willingness to listen, adapt, and inspire change.
Sincerely,

Alin Asel Mordeniz & Ceylin Umay Koylii Secretaries General



2. Letter From Under Secretary General

Dear participants of Balmun 2025,

It is my honor to welcome you to the Balmun’25 conference as the Under Secretary General
of the Berlin Wall Summit. My name is Mert Tagc1, and I am studying at Sakip Sabanci Anatolian
High School. In this edition of Balmun, as the Under Secretary General of this committee, it is my
responsibility to ensure that you have all the necessary information to engage in productive

discussions and develop comprehensive solutions on the agenda items.

Our mission requires your utmost attention, diligence, and critical thinking skills. To guide
your research and preparation, I and my dear academic assistant have provided a detailed study guide
that outlines the background, current status, and future outlook of the Basmachi movement. I
encourage you to read the study guide carefully, as it includes valuable information and sources to

assist you.

Additionally, we encourage you to do your own research to supplement the information in this
guide. In this way, you will be able to better understand the topic at hand and formulate effective and
creative ideas and of course directives. Participants are encouraged to do further research to gain a

better understanding of the topic at hand.

If you have any questions or concerns about our study guides, feel free to contact us. My
email address is mert0934870@gmail.com ;) I will help you prepare and ensure a successful and

rewarding conference experience.

Sincerely,

Mert Tasci


mailto:mert0934870@gmail.com

3. The Berlin Wall

At the end of World War II in 1945, Germany was left devastated both physically and
politically. The war had taken an enormous toll: cities were in ruins, the economy had collapsed, and
millions of people were displaced or struggling to survive. In addition to the destruction, the fall of
Adolf Hitler and the Nazi regime created a power vacuum. As the victorious Allied powers moved in
to occupy Germany, they were faced with the enormous task of rebuilding the country and preventing

future conflict.

To manage this process, Germany was divided into four occupation zones, each controlled by
one of the main Allied powers: the United States, the United Kingdom, France, and the Soviet Union.
Berlin, although located deep within the Soviet-controlled area, was also split into four sectors.
Initially, this arrangement was meant to be temporary, aimed at stabilizing the country and preparing it
for a democratic future. However, growing political differences between the Western Allies and the

Soviet Union quickly turned Germany into a focal point of tension in the emerging Cold War.

Rather than being rebuilt as a unified nation, Germany soon became the scene of deep
ideological conflict between Western democracy and Soviet communism. This division would shape

not only the country’s future but also the global political landscape for decades to come.

As the relationship between the Allied powers worsened after World War II, Germany became
a central battleground in the ideological struggle between the capitalist West and the communist East.
The Western Allies—primarily the United States, the United Kingdom, and France—favored the
reconstruction of Germany as a democratic and economically stable nation. In contrast, the Soviet
Union aimed to ensure that Germany would never again become a military threat, while also

expanding its own political and ideological influence.

In 1949, the three Western zones were merged to form the Federal Republic of Germany
(FRG), commonly known as West Germany. It was established as a democratic state aligned with the
Western powers. In response, the Soviet Union proclaimed the German Democratic Republic (GDR),
or East Germany, in its zone, creating a socialist state closely tied to Moscow. This formal division
solidified the split not only of Germany but of Europe itself, marking the beginning of the Cold War

era.

Berlin, although located entirely within East Germany, was still divided into East and West
sectors. West Berlin became a thriving, Western-aligned enclave within the communist East, while

East Berlin served as the capital of the GDR. The contrast between the two Berlins was striking: West



Berlin was economically prosperous and politically free, while East Berlin, like the rest of East

Germany, was under strict Soviet-style control.

This imbalance led to a major problem for East Germany. Between 1949 and 1961, nearly 3
million East Germans fled to the West, many through the relatively open border in Berlin. Most of
those leaving were young and educated, which threatened the future of East Germany’s workforce and
economy. Faced with this crisis, the East German government, with Soviet backing, began to consider

drastic measures to stop the exodus.

On the night of August 12, 1961, the East German government, under the leadership of Walter
Ulbricht and with full support from the Soviet Union, took sudden and dramatic action to stop the
flow of people fleeing to the West. Without warning, East German troops and workers began sealing
off the border between East and West Berlin. Streets were torn up, barbed wire fences were installed,
and railway lines were cut. In the following days, temporary barriers were quickly replaced with
concrete walls, guard towers, and a heavily fortified “death strip.” This marked the beginning of one

of the most iconic and oppressive structures of the Cold War: the Berlin Wall.

The construction was carried out with military precision and under tight secrecy. West
Berliners woke up to find themselves surrounded, and East Berliners were trapped. Families, friends,
and entire communities were suddenly and forcibly divided. In many cases, people had no time to say
goodbye to loved ones or retrieve belongings from the other side. Streets that once ran freely between

neighborhoods were now blocked by concrete and armed guards.

The reaction from the public was one of shock, anger, and heartbreak. In West Berlin, protests
erupted, and Western leaders condemned the action, but there was little they could do without risking
a larger conflict with the Soviet Union. In East Berlin, resistance was risky and dangerous; citizens
who tried to escape were often arrested or shot. Despite this, many still attempted daring escapes by
digging tunnels, hiding in vehicles, or even flying homemade balloons—some were successful, but

many lost their lives trying.

The Berlin Wall quickly became a powerful symbol of division—not just of Germany, but of
the entire world during the Cold War. It represented the suppression of freedom and the stark contrast
between the two political systems. While the East German government claimed the wall was built to

protect its people from Western influence, in reality, it served to trap them inside a repressive regime.

Over time, the wall came to embody both the fear and the resilience of those living under its
shadow. It would stand for nearly 28 years, until its fall in 1989 signaled the beginning of the end of

the Cold War and the long-awaited reunification of Germany.



4. Construction and Structure

The Berlin Wall, constructed in 1961 and dismantled in 1989, is one of the most iconic symbols of the
Cold War era. Built by the German Democratic Republic (GDR) to prevent mass emigrations to West
Berlin, the Wall evolved from a rudimentary barrier into a complex system of concrete walls,
watchtowers, and lethal fortifications.

The wall encircled West Berlin, effectively separating it from East Berlin and the rest of East
Germany.
It was about 155 kilometers (96 miles) long in total.

e 43.1 km divided East and West Berlin directly.
111.9 km separated West Berlin from the surrounding East German territory.

Key Geographic Points
e North: Near the village of Hohen Neuendorf
e South: Near Teltow and Dreilinden
e East Berlin areas like Mitte, Prenzlauer Berg, and Friedrichshain were bordered by the wall.
e West Berlin areas like Kreuzberg, Neukdlln, and Spandau were on the other side.




5. Historical Context and Political Motivations
Origins of Division

The construction of the Berlin Wall on 13 August 1961 was the culmination of escalating
Cold War tensions. Berlin had been a focal point of ideological intensity since World War I, with
Soviet-dominated East Germany suffering from mass emigration to Western-oriented West Berlin. By
1961, roughly 3.5 million East Germans-20% of the population-had migrated west, draining the
GDR's economy and legitimacy. The Wall was initially conceived as an extreme reaction to this crisis,
and was adopted in Soviet Bloc propaganda as an "Anti-Fascist Protection Rampart" to safeguard East
Germany from fancied Western aggression. West Berlin mayor Willy Brandt, on the contrary,

condemned it as the "Wall of Shame," highlighting its purpose to limit human movement

Phases of Construction

Initially, cinder blocks and barbed wire were used for construction, but these were later
replaced by more durable structures. In 1965, the initial iteration of the Wall used concrete panels and
steel frames, and the last iteration, Grenzmauer 75 (Border Wall 75), was installed in 1975. This
improvement showed the German Democratic Republic's dedication to building an impassable border,

employing prefabricated concrete components to simplify the construction process and reduce costs.

The main challenges faced during the construction of the Berlin Wall

The construction of the Berlin Wall in 1961 faced several major challenges:

Urgency and secrecy: The East German government had to act speedily and secretly to prevent panic
and further attempts to escape. Construction of the Wall was begun in great secrecy and was to be
completed quickly overnight so that the Western Powers and the public would not notice.

Logistical difficulties: Building a barrier around a major urban area presented logistical challanges.
The Wall had to cut through streets, neighborhoods, and even buildings, which required careful
planning and coordination to physically divide East and West Berlin

Public opposition and human impact: The sudden division separated families, friends, and workers,

causing hardship and outrage among Berliners. This created widespread emotional and social
opposition as people tried to cross or revolted against the construction of the Wall

Preventing attempts at escapes: Despite the Wall, many East Germans continued to attempt escape
using creative methods, such as jumping through tunnels, through windows or exploiting weaknesses
in early barriers. The authorities had to continually reinforce and upgrade the Wall to address these
vulnerabilities

International tensions: The Wall’s construction heightened Cold War tensions and drew condemnation
from the West. The East German and Soviet authorities had to manage the risk of international
incidents while asserting control over the border



Economic strain: Even before the Wall was built, the massive exodus of people had already
compromised the economic viability of East Germany. The government was faced with the challenge
of legitimising and financing a project of this scale under prevailing economic constraints.

The main challenges included the need for speed and secrecy, complex urban logistics, public and
international opposition, ongoing escape attempts, and severe economic and social problems.

6. Life in Divided Berlin: Social Structure and Relations Between

the Two Sides

The division of Berlin after World War II marked one of the most intense periods of political,
social, and cultural separation in European history. As the Cold War intensified, the city of Berlin
became a focal point for the ideological and political struggle between the communist East, controlled
by the Soviet Union, and the capitalist West, backed by the United States, the United Kingdom, and
France. This split, symbolized by the Berlin Wall, created stark contrasts in both the social structure

and the relationships between the two sides, shaping the lives of the citizens living there for decades.

Social Structure in Divided Berlin

In West Berlin, life was shaped by the principles of capitalism, liberal democracy, and the
freedoms associated with the Western Bloc. The city was a vibrant, prosperous, and relatively free
society, even though it was politically isolated from the rest of West Germany due to its location deep
in the communist-controlled East. The social structure in West Berlin was based on individual
freedoms, access to Western consumer goods, a strong market economy, and democratic institutions.
The influence of American culture, technology, and consumerism was also noticeable in everyday life.
For example, people in West Berlin had access to a wide range of products and services, as well as the

ability to travel freely within the Western world.

In stark contrast, East Berlin was shaped by the ideals of socialism, under the strict control of
the German Democratic Republic (GDR). The GDR was a one-party state governed by the Socialist
Unity Party (SED), and the state exerted control over nearly every aspect of life. The economy was
planned, with limited access to consumer goods, and many citizens faced shortages of everyday
necessities. The government maintained a strong presence in people's lives, often through surveillance
by the Stasi, the state security service, which played a significant role in suppressing dissent and
ensuring conformity. Social mobility was limited, and the regime placed a heavy emphasis on

collective values over individual freedoms.

Relations Between East and West Berlin



The Berlin Wall, erected in 1961, was the physical manifestation of the separation between
East and West Berlin, and it had profound consequences on the relationships between the two sides.
For the citizens of East Berlin, the Wall represented a barrier to freedom and opportunity. Many East
Germans risked their lives attempting to escape to the West, as they saw it as a chance for better living
standards, political freedom, and a more open society. On the other hand, the Wall symbolized the
GDR's effort to prevent "brain drain" and to control the population, as well as the political power of

the Soviet Union.

For West Berliners, the Wall was both a symbol of freedom and a reminder of the city's
isolation. West Berlin became an island of capitalist society surrounded by the communist East, and
while the people there had access to the benefits of the West, they also faced the constant threat of
East German and Soviet influence. Despite the tension, the residents of West Berlin were more
politically connected to the wider world, especially through cultural exchanges, trade, and media from

the West.

However, the division was not just physical but also emotional and cultural. Families and
friends were split by the Wall, and communication was either restricted or completely cut off for many
years. Yet, through clandestine methods, including sending messages through the embassy or using
the Berlin Airlift, some connections were maintained. Berliners developed creative and sometimes
dangerous ways of crossing the Wall, such as using underground tunnels, hidden vehicles, or even

disguising themselves.

The separation also created a unique kind of resilience on both sides. In East Berlin, there was
a sense of defiance against the state, despite the harsh surveillance. On the other hand, West Berliners
grew used to their unique status and developed a strong sense of solidarity, particularly during times
of political crisis, such as when protests in the East gained momentum or when tensions rose with the

Soviet Union.

Life in a divided Berlin was marked by stark contrasts, but it also provided a unique space
where political, social, and personal dynamics evolved in response to the tensions of the Cold War.
The social structure in both parts of the city was deeply influenced by the political ideologies of their
respective regimes. The relationship between East and West Berlin was characterized by mistrust,
division, and a constant undercurrent of desire for unity. The Berlin Wall was not only a physical
barrier but also a symbol of ideological conflict and the struggles faced by the people living in its
shadow. The eventual fall of the Wall in 1989 signaled the collapse of the physical and psychological
barriers that had divided the city, bringing with it the hope for a united future.



7. Escape Attempts and Border Control: The Struggles for

Freedom in Divided Berlin

The Berlin Wall, erected in 1961, was more than just a physical barrier between East and West
Berlin—it became a symbol of oppression, division, and the ideological struggle between the
communist East and capitalist West. Over the years, the Wall not only physically separated families
and communities but also became a symbol of the profound political and economic differences
between the two parts of the city. For many citizens in East Berlin and East Germany, the Berlin Wall
represented a barrier to freedom, opportunity, and a better life. As a result, countless attempts were
made to escape the oppressive regime of the German Democratic Republic (GDR), risking life and

limb in an attempt to reach the freedom of the West.

8. Main reasons behind the Wall’s upgrades

The Berlin Wall underwent multiple upgrades between its initial construction in 1961 and its fall in
1989, driven by the East German regime’s dual objectives of halting mass defections and reinforcing
ideological control. Each iteration of the Wall incorporated increasingly sophisticated barriers and
surveillance mechanisms, reflecting the Socialist Unity Party (SED)’s desperation to stabilize its
authoritarian rule amid systemic economic and political failures.

Constant Attempt to Escape:

Even after the Wall was built, East Germans kept trying to escape to West Berlin. The early version of
the Wall wasn’t very strong, and many determined people found ways to get past it, such as using
tunnels or fake documents. These escape attempts pressured the East German authorities to build a
Wall that was harder to breach.

Need for More Control and Security:

Led by the Socialist Unity Party (SED), the government aimed for greater control over the border.
They replaced weak materials with concrete slabs, steel, and better surveillance systems. This made it
easier for guards to detect and stop escapes, giving the government more control over the population.

Stabilizing the Regime and Demonstrating Sovereignity:

The mass emigration of skilled workers and professionals threatened East Germany’s economy and
political legitimacy. A stronger Wall symbolized the regime’s resolve to retain its citizens and assert
sovereignty. By halting the “brain drain,” the SED aimed to stabilize its workforce and project an
image of strength to both its citizens and the international community.

Standardization and Expansion of Border Fortifications:

Upgrades in 1965 sought to enhance security. Buildings near the Wall were demolished to create a
“death strip”; a wide, open area with clear views for guards. This area included anti-vehicle trenches
and automatic firing systems, making escape nearly impossible and the Wall exceptionally tough.



Significant Events and Incidents

The Tunnel 29 Escape (1962)

In September 1962, a group of students and activists dug a 135-meter tunnel beneath the Wall near
Bernauer Straf3e, enabling 29 East Germans to flee to West Berlin. The escape, which was later
dramatized in documentaries and media, humiliated the GDR by showcasing the permeability of the
Wall and inspiring others to attempt similar feats. This incident prompted the regime to invest in
seismic sensors and deeper underground barriers to detect and block tunnels.

Peter Fechter's Death (1962)

The shooting of 18-year-old Peter Fechter in August 1962 became a global symbol of the Wall’s
brutality. Fechter was shot by East German guards while attempting to climb the Wall and left to bleed
to death in the "death strip" as Western onlookers watched helplessly. The international outcry over
his death forced the GDR to reassess its border policies, but instead of relaxing controls, they doubled
down by reinforcing the Wall with concrete and adding anti-climbing measures like smooth pipes and
barbed wire.

Mass Escapes via Diplomatic Vehicles (1963—1964)

East Germans exploited diplomatic loopholes by hiding in modified vehicles (e.g., secret
compartments in cars) used by Western officials, who were not thoroughly searched at checkpoints. In
one notable case in 1964, 13 people escaped in a U.S. diplomatic truck. These incidents exposed flaws
in border procedures, leading the GDR to tighten vehicle inspections and expand the death strip to
deter such attempts.

The "Last Gap" Closure (1963)

In 1963, the GDR discovered that sections of the Wall near Potsdamer Platz still had gaps obscured by
ruins from WWIIL. Escapes through these areas prompted the regime to demolish remaining buildings
near the border, creating a standardized, open "death strip" devoid of cover. This also involved
clearing the Church of Reconciliation, a historic Berlin landmark, to eliminate potential hiding spots.

Propaganda Failures and Defector Whistleblowers

High-profile defections by East German officials and guards—such as border guard Conrad
Schumann, who famously leaped over barbed wire in 1961—undermined the regime’s credibility.
These acts were widely publicized in the West, portraying the GDR as oppressive and unstable. To
counter this, the regime upgraded the Wall’s appearance to project permanence and technological
sophistication, using prefabricated concrete slabs that symbolized unyielding state power.

International Pressure and the "Berlin Crisis”

The 1961-1962 Berlin Crisis, including the Checkpoint Charlie standoff between U.S. and Soviet
tanks, underscored the Wall’s role as a Cold War flashpoint. After the crisis, the



9. Reasons for Escape

The desire to escape East Germany was driven by a multitude of factors. The GDR
was a one-party, socialist state controlled by the Socialist Unity Party (SED) and closely
aligned with the Soviet Union. The state's policies created an environment of limited

freedom, heavy surveillance, and economic hardship.

1. Economic Hardship

East Germans faced a planned economy with limited consumer goods, chronic shortages, and
a lack of access to modern technologies. Despite the promises of socialism, the GDR's economy was
unable to provide its citizens with the same living standards enjoyed in the West. The divide between
the economic prosperity of West Germany and the stagnation in East Germany was one of the key
motivators for escape. Many East Germans, particularly young people, were desperate to experience

the higher standard of living that West Berlin and West Germany offered.

2. Political Repression

The GDR's totalitarian regime, under the watchful eye of the Stasi (the state security service),
severely restricted personal freedoms. Freedom of speech, press, and assembly were suppressed, and
any form of dissent was swiftly dealt with. The fear of surveillance and punishment for expressing
opposition to the regime created a constant atmosphere of fear. Many East Germans sought to escape
in order to live in a society where they could freely express their opinions, political beliefs, and

personal choices.

3. Family Separation

The Berlin Wall physically and emotionally separated families and loved ones. East Germans
could no longer visit relatives in West Berlin, as the Wall divided the city and sealed off East Berlin
from the rest of the world. For many, the desire to reunite with family members or escape the

psychological burden of separation was a powerful motivating factor.

4. The Promise of Freedom

West Berlin, despite being surrounded by communist East Germany, was a free city where
democratic values, open markets, and individual freedoms were enjoyed. The allure of this freedom

was a strong pull for East Germans who sought a better life, free from the restrictions of the GDR.



10. Border Control and Escape Attempts

To prevent mass emigration to the West, the GDR and East German border guards enforced

strict border control measures. The Berlin Wall itself was only one part of a much larger system of

checkpoints, barbed wire fences, watchtowers, and heavily armed soldiers guarding the border. The

Berlin Wall became the most fortified border in the world during the Cold War, with soldiers

instructed to shoot anyone attempting to cross it.

1. The Berlin Wall as a Fortress

The Wall was designed to be an
impenetrable barrier. Along its length, the East
German government constructed guard towers,
dog patrols, and a "death strip"—a
100-meter-wide area between the inner and
outer walls, which was monitored by soldiers at
all times. Anyone attempting to cross this area
risked being shot on sight. These extreme
security escape attempts were extremely
dangerous, and many East Germans lost their

lives in the process.

2. The Role of the Stasi

The Stasi played a key role in border control and preventing escapes. They had an extensive

network of informants, who reported on the activities and movements of East German citizens. The

Stasi's presence created an atmosphere of constant surveillance, where even the smallest act of dissent

could result in arrest or imprisonment. Those caught trying to escape were often sentenced to long

prison terms or even executed in extreme cases.

3. The Use of Technology and Obstacles

The East German authorities employed a variety of technological and physical barriers to

prevent escapes. This included surveillance systems such as infrared sensors and tripwires, alongside



the construction of multiple walls and fences to create layers of security. The Wall was not just a

simple concrete barrier but a complex system of security designed to trap anyone attempting to leave.

4. Escape Methods

Despite the risks, many East Germans attempted to escape the regime in creative and often

dangerous ways. These included:

e Tunneling: Some individuals dug tunnels beneath the Wall, crossing into West Berlin
undetected. Famous examples include the "Tunnel 29" escape in 1962, where a group of East

Berliners managed to dig a tunnel and escape to the West.

e Hidden Cars and Trains: Some escapees hid in vehicles or trains traveling to the West, hoping

to remain undetected by border guards.

e Hot Air Balloons and Aircraft: There were a few dramatic attempts to escape using hot air
balloons or even small aircraft, such as the daring 1979 escape of two families who flew from

East Germany in a homemade plane.

e Crossing by Boat: Some risked crossing the border by water, attempting to reach West Berlin

via the Spree River or other waterways that flowed into the Western sectors.

11. The Legacy of Escape Attempts

The Berlin Wall was a symbol of oppression, but the many escape attempts also became a
symbol of resistance and the desire for freedom. While many East Germans lost their lives attempting
to flee, their actions inspired global awareness of the brutal conditions of the GDR regime. The stories
of escape, bravery, and survival played a significant role in the narrative that eventually led to the fall
of the Wall in 1989. The Wall’s collapse marked not just the end of a physical barrier, but the end of

an oppressive system that had controlled East Germans for decades.

The escape attempts from East Berlin were a direct response to the harsh conditions and
repression of the GDR regime. The Berlin Wall was the ultimate symbol of the division between
freedom and oppression, and the border controls were designed to maintain that division at all costs.
Despite the severe risks and heavy security, the relentless efforts of those trying to escape
demonstrated the human desire for freedom and the lengths to which individuals would go to achieve
it. The story of these escape attempts remains one of courage, resilience, and the pursuit of a better

life in the face of overwhelming obstacles.



12.  'Wall History

In central Berlin, the Wall widened to a breadth of 500 meters at key locations such as Potsdamer
Platz, integrating superfluous barriers to compensate for the dense urban setting. Conversely, the rural
sections employed more basic fencing while utilizing natural topography, such as rivers, as
supplementary impediments.

Prefabrication and Assembly

The GDR’s use of prefabricated elements mirrored industrial trends in socialist architecture. Factories
mass-produced wall segments, which were then transported to the border for assembly. This method
minimized on-site construction time-a critical factor given the Wall’s politically sensitive nature. A
similar approach is seen in modern Berlin-type retaining walls, which employ precast concrete and
steel anchors for rapid deployment in urban excavations

Post-1989 Dismantling

The Wall’s fall on 9 November 1989 precipitated a yearlong demolition process. While most sections
were destroyed, preserved segments, such as the East Side Gallery, now serve as memorials. Technical
analyses of remaining panels reveal weathering patterns and bullet scars, offering insights into
material performance under prolonged exposure

1961 (Initial Construction)

The German Democratic Republic (GDR/East Germany) was losing its population at an
alarming rate. Between 1949 and 1961, 3.5 million East Germans (20% of the population) fled to
West Germany, often via West Berlin, which was a democratic enclave deep inside communist East
Germany. This "brain drain" included doctors, engineers, and skilled workers, crippling the GDR’s
economy.

The Soviet Union and East German leader Walter Ulbricht decided to physically seal the
border to stop the exodus. On August 13, 1961, without warning, East German troops and police
began closing the border with temporary barriers. This marked the birth of the Berlin Wall.

The first version of the Wall was improvised and temporary, designed for speed rather than
permanence.

The first wall required the immediate and rapid construction of a barrier, and simple materials
were used: barbed wire, concrete pillars, cinder blocks, wooden fences. Barbed wire was stretched
between the concrete posts to psychologically scare the population and prevent escape. In urban areas,
the inside of low walls in places such as streets and backyards were filled with cinder blocks.

The roads leading to West Berlin were torn up with drills, and tanks, trucks and rubble were parked to
block the roads. In this way, the streets were blocked from escape and passage.

Behind the first barrier, the East German authorities cleared a strip of land to create a buffer
zone. This area later became the infamous "death strip" (fully developed in 1965). The cleared land
had patrol paths for guards and vehicles to monitor the barrier, and a watchtower with searchlights and



armed guards was also built. Houses and churches close to the border were also demolished in the
area to eliminate hiding places. Only a few official crossings were allowed at the first wall, and these
were guarded by the East German police (Volkspolizei) and Soviet troops. The most famous was
Checkpoint Charlie, the only crossing point for foreigners and diplomats. By the end of 1961, East
Germany had begun to reinforce the wall with more permanent materials:

Prefabricated Concrete Slabs:

Design: 12-foot-tall (3.6-meter) L-shaped concrete slabs (called Stiitzwandelement UL 12-67). These
interlocked to form a smooth, unclimbable surface.

Installation: Replaced cinder blocks in urban areas like Potsdamer Platz.
Anti-Vehicle Trenches: Deep ditches dug to stop cars from crashing through.

Tank Traps: Metal barriers shaped like giant teeth (Hohlblocksteine) to block armored vehicles.

Early 1960s (First Wall)

The Berlin Wall, first erected in August 1961, underwent rapid transformations in its early
years as East Germany (GDR) sought to reinforce its makeshift barriers into a permanent,
impenetrable structure.

By 1961, the GDR was hemorrhaging citizens; over 3.5 million East Germans had fled
westward since 1949, many through Berlin. The initial barbed wire barrier built on August 13, 1961,
slowed but did not stop escapes. Determined refugees exploited gaps in the flimsy structure, forcing
the GDR to invest in stronger materials and systems to secure the border.

With the escape attempts still continuing, the East German government decided to expand the
wall. Since the barbed wire was easily cut and climbed, and the cinder blocks could be easily knocked
down by vehicles, the East German government began to develop more durable and permanent
solutions for the Wall.

This time, reinforced concrete, prefabricated slabs were used for the Wall. They used
L-shaped panels that were approximately 3 meters long and smooth-surfaced and interlocked to
prevent climbing. They also took additional precautions against any escape attempts that could be
made by vehicles:

They set up steel tank traps buried in the roads. They dug trenches and ditches behind the
barriers to prevent cars from passing. And the wooden towers were replaced by watchtowers equipped
with searchlights and machine guns.

They created a multi-layered security zone behind the Wall:

They built a second concrete barrier called the inner wall to prevent access to the death strip.
They built patrol paths for guard vehicles and dogs. They used high-intensity lamps and searchlights
to illuminate the strip at night. Until 1962, they placed anti-personnel mines in some rural areas.



In urban areas, thick concrete walls covered with barbed wire were used, and the windows of
border apartments were covered with bricks to prevent escape. In rural areas, chain-link fences with
alarm systems were set up, and guard dogs patrolled the forested areas.

SRR

13. Political Tensions and Crises: Cold War Struggles Between
the Soviet Union and the United States

The Berlin Wall was more than just a physical division between East and West Berlin—it was
the epicenter of the Cold War, a symbol of the ideological, political, and military tensions between
two superpowers: the Soviet Union and the United States. These two nations, representing opposing
systems—communism and capitalism—became embroiled in a decades-long struggle for global
influence. This rivalry, known as the Cold War, not only shaped the political landscape of Europe but

also had profound effects on the internal dynamics and external policies of both superpowers.

The Cold War Context: A Global Struggle for Ideology and Power

The Cold War (1947-1991) was primarily defined by the contest between the capitalist West,
led by the United States, and the communist East, led by the Soviet Union. The two sides never fought
directly in a full-scale war but engaged in a series of proxy wars, espionage, political maneuvering,
and psychological warfare. Central to this conflict was the division of Germany and Berlin, which

became a microcosm of the larger ideological struggle between communism and democracy.



In the years following World War II, Europe was divided into two spheres of influence. The
Western powers—primarily the United States, the United Kingdom, and France—sought to create a
democratic, capitalist bloc in Western Europe, which they believed would provide economic stability
and prevent the spread of communism. The Soviet Union, on the other hand, sought to establish
communist regimes throughout Eastern Europe and extend its influence globally, creating what would

come to be known as the Eastern Bloc.

Berlin, located deep within the Soviet-controlled zone of East Germany, became a flashpoint
for these competing ideologies. The city was divided into four sectors: one controlled by the Soviet
Union and the other three by the United States, the United Kingdom, and France. The Berlin Wall,
constructed in 1961, solidified this division, turning Berlin into a symbol of the broader Cold War

struggle between the two superpowers.

The Soviet Union's Internal Struggles and the Iron Fist of Control

The Soviet Union, under the leadership of Joseph Stalin and later his successors, maintained a
totalitarian regime that tightly controlled its citizens, suppressing political dissent and restricting
personal freedoms. Throughout the Cold War, the Soviet Union's internal conditions were
characterized by economic difficulties, political purges, and limited freedoms. While the Soviet
government presented itself as the champion of working-class solidarity and global revolution, the

reality for its citizens was one of surveillance, censorship, and repression.

Economic Problems: The Soviet economy was based on central planning and state ownership
of industry. However, the inefficiencies of this system, combined with military spending and a lack of
consumer goods, led to stagnation. By the late 1950s and 1960s, the Soviet Union faced significant
challenges in keeping up with Western technological advancements and economic growth. The gap
between the Soviet bloc and the capitalist West, particularly in terms of living standards, was a

growing source of tension.

Political Repression: The Soviet regime also struggled with maintaining control over its large
and diverse population. The use of secret police (KGB) and a vast network of informants kept dissent
in check, while the public was subjected to strict state-controlled media and propaganda. As the
Soviet Union attempted to expand its sphere of influence, particularly in Eastern Europe, the people

living under communist rule often faced harsh punishment for any attempts at resistance.

Soviet Reforms and Tensions: By the 1980s, Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev initiated a

series of reforms—Perestroika (economic restructuring) and Glasnost (political openness)—to address



the internal stagnation and to improve relations with the West. However, these reforms had unintended
consequences. They created a climate of openness and dissatisfaction that ultimately contributed to

the unraveling of the Soviet system.

The United States' Internal Struggles and the Cold War

In contrast to the Soviet Union's internal repression, the United States, as the leader of the
capitalist bloc, promoted democracy, individual rights, and free-market capitalism. However,
American society was not without its own internal struggles during the Cold War. Tensions between
political ideologies, racial inequalities, and the pressures of war created deep divisions within the

country.

Political Divisions and the Red Scare: During the early years of the Cold War, the fear of
communism spread rapidly in the United States. This led to the "Red Scare" and McCarthyism, where
individuals suspected of communist sympathies were persecuted, blacklisted, or jailed. This climate of
suspicion fueled political divisions and created a culture of fear and distrust within the American

public.

The Civil Rights Movement: At the same time, the United States was grappling with internal
issues, such as racial segregation and discrimination. The Civil Rights Movement of the 1950s and
1960s, led by figures like Martin Luther King Jr., sought to end racial inequality and secure voting
rights for African Americans. The juxtaposition of fighting for democracy abroad while struggling
with racial injustice at home created a complex political landscape for the United States during the

Cold War.

Vietnam War: Another significant crisis during this period was the Vietnam War (1955-1975),
where the United States became embroiled in a conflict in Southeast Asia to prevent the spread of
communism. The war was highly controversial and deeply unpopular at home, leading to widespread
protests and social unrest. The war's failure and the loss of American soldiers weakened the United

States' global influence and led to a rethinking of its foreign policy strategies.

Tensions Between the Superpowers and Berlin

Berlin served as a flashpoint for the Cold War and was the site of several major crises. The
most notable of these was the Berlin Blockade (1948-1949), where the Soviet Union cut off all land
access to West Berlin in an attempt to force the Western Allies out of the city. This led to the Berlin
Airlift, where the U.S. and its allies airlifted supplies into West Berlin for nearly a year, effectively

outlasting the Soviet blockade and asserting the West's commitment to defending Berlin.



Another major event was the construction of the Berlin Wall (1961). The Wall was a direct
response to the mass exodus of East Germans to the West, and it symbolized the deep ideological
divide between the capitalist West and the communist East. The Wall's construction further heightened
tensions between the Soviet Union and the United States, who each saw the Wall as a tool of political

dominance.

The Cuban Missile Crisis (1962) brought the world to the brink of nuclear war and marked
the peak of Cold War tensions between the U.S. and the Soviet Union. This event, though
geographically distant from Berlin, underscored the fragility of global peace and the constant threat of

escalation that defined the Cold War period.

The End of the Cold War and the Fall of the Berlin Wall

The tensions and crises of the Cold War ultimately led to a fundamental shift in the global
balance of power. The internal pressures within the Soviet Union, combined with the collapse of its
satellite states in Eastern Europe, led to the eventual dissolution of the Soviet Union in 1991. The
United States, despite its internal challenges, emerged as the dominant global superpower, while

Europe began to move toward greater unity.

The fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989 was a symbol of the end of the Cold War and a victory for
democracy over totalitarianism. It marked not only the reunification of Germany but also the
beginning of a new era in international relations, one in which the ideological conflict between the

Soviet Union and the United States was no longer the defining factor in global politics.

The Fall of the Berlin Wall: A Comprehensive Analysis of Causes and

Consequences
Life in Divided Berlin: Social Fabric and Inter-German Relations

For nearly three decades, Berlin embodied the literal and ideological divide of the Cold War.
Life on either side of the Wall diverged drastically, shaped by competing political systems and
economic models. In West Berlin, citizens lived under a capitalist democracy supported by American,
British, and French forces. The city became a symbol of freedom and resilience, propped up by
Western subsidies and enjoying greater access to consumer goods, cultural openness, and personal

freedoms.

Conversely, East Berliners experienced life in a socialist state under the German Democratic
Republic (GDR). The economy was centrally planned, goods were scarce, and the state security

service—the Stasi—exerted omnipresent surveillance. Social life in the East was marked by



censorship, travel restrictions, and limited civil liberties. Despite state propaganda portraying socialist
ideals, dissatisfaction grew, particularly among the youth, intellectuals, and religious communities.
The Berlin Wall not only restricted movement but also fragmented families, friendships, and

economic relations across the city.
Escape Attempts and Border Control

The Berlin Wall was not merely a barrier—it was a highly fortified border designed to prevent
East Germans from fleeing to the West. Over the years, hundreds of escape attempts were made, many
of them ingenious: tunnels, hot air balloons, modified cars, and even tightrope walks. The motivations
ranged from seeking personal freedom and reuniting with family to political dissent and

disillusionment with the regime.

To curb these escapes, East Germany fortified the Wall with concrete segments, a “death
strip” lined with sand to reveal footprints, guard towers, trip-wire automatic guns, and searchlights.
The border police, under orders to shoot defectors, contributed to over 140 confirmed deaths at the
Berlin Wall. These tragic attempts underscored the desperation of East Germans and further

delegitimized the GDR in the eyes of the world.
Political Tensions and Cold War Crises

The Berlin Wall was a flashpoint for Cold War tensions. The United States and the Soviet
Union each saw Berlin as a symbol of their global ideological struggle. The 1961 standoff at
Checkpoint Charlie between American and Soviet tanks exemplified the volatility. Throughout the
Cold War, Berlin was the setting for numerous symbolic and strategic contests—each crisis

reinforcing the city's status as the frontline of the global East-West divide.

Internally, both superpowers grappled with their own tensions. The United States faced
domestic unrest during the Vietnam War and civil rights movements, while the Soviet Union struggled
with economic inefficiency and political stagnation. These internal strains influenced foreign policy
decisions, and by the 1980s, a more conciliatory approach began to emerge—especially with the rise
of Mikhail Gorbachev and his policies of glasnost and perestroika. As the superpower rivalry cooled,

so too did the resolve to maintain hard borders.
The Fall of the Berlin Wall

The eventual collapse of the Berlin Wall was the result of both internal uprising and external
diplomatic recalibration. Grassroots movements such as the Monday Demonstrations in Leipzig and

civil resistance in East Berlin eroded the regime’s authority. Simultaneously, reforms across the



Eastern Bloc—most notably in Hungary and Poland—emboldened East Germans and signaled that

Soviet military intervention was no longer guaranteed.

A miscommunicated press conference by East German official Glinter Schabowski on
November 9, 1989, led to thousands of East Berliners approaching the Wall. With no clear orders and
overwhelmed by crowds, border guards opened the gates. That night, Berliners from both sides scaled
the Wall, chiseled it, and crossed freely. It was an unprecedented moment of unity, spontaneity, and

liberation.
14. International Reactions and Propaganda

1961-1963: Building the Berlin Wall and World Reactions

The Wall’s sudden construction in August 1961 shocked the world, sparking immediate
condemnation:

American reactions:
American high-level officials reacted strongly to the construction phase of the wall.

US President John F. Kennedy called the wall "a hellish affront to humanity" and gave his
iconic "Ich bin ein Berliner" speech in 1963, pledging solidarity with West Berlin.

West German reactions:

Reacted to the construction phase of the wall.

Prime Minister Konrad Adenauer called the Wall "the Wall of Shame" (Schandmauer) and
saw it as a human crisis.

UK and French reactions:

UK and France also sided with the US, condemning the Wall as a violation of post-war
agreements (such as the 1945 Potsdam Agreements).

US and Soviet tanks faced off at Checkpoint Charlie (October 1961), but both sides
de-escalated to avoid war.

NATO allies rejected suggestions that the Wall be torn down by force, fearing a nuclear
conflict.

In world public opinion,

Media coverage of families being torn apart and escape attempts (for example, the death of
Peter Fechter in 1962) led to increased anti-communist sentiment in the West.



Mid-1960s—1970s: Deep Division and Practical Diplomacy

As the Wall became a permanent fixture, the response shifted toward pragmatic diplomacy as
the Cold War eased:

Political pressure:

In the Helsinki Accords (1975), Western countries used the agreement's human rights
provisions to criticize the Wall, but East Germany ignored these terms.

Ostpolitik; West German Chancellor Willy Brandt maintained dialogue with the East,
reducing tensions but officially acknowledging the Wall's existence in order to improve
relations.

Symbolic protests:

Annual ceremonies such as Tag der Deutschen Einheit (German Unity Day) in West Berlin
kept the Wall in global focus.

Artists such as Thierry Noir began painting protests on the West Berlin side in the late 1970s.
Divided Global Reactions:
The Soviet Bloc defended the Wall as a "protective barrier" against Western imperialism.

Other nations -not directly connected to the Wall- avoided taking sides and emphasized Cold
War neutrality.

1980s: New Tensions and Grassroots Activism

In the 1980s, the Berlin Wall attracted even more global attention as Cold War tensions
increased:

Verbal escalations:

In 1987, Ronald Reagan's "Tear Down This Wall!" speech at the Brandenburg Gate became a
battle cry against Soviet oppression.

Margaret Thatcher also criticized the Wall as a symbol of totalitarianism, but said that care
must be taken to prevent Europe from becoming unstable.

Economic and cultural pressure:

Western sanctions targeted the East German economy, restricting trade and technology
transfer.

Concerts by David Bowie (1987) and Bruce Springsteen (1988) in West Berlin drew large
crowds that symbolized defiance.



Defense of human rights:

Organizations such as Amnesty International reported that people trying to escape from East
Germany were being shot, and these reports spread to the global media, further pressuring the
East German government to change.

1989: The Wall’s Fall and Worldwide Celebration Ensues

With the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989, the world witnessed a remarkable event that led to
unprecedented global celebrations.

US President George HW Bush welcomed the fall of the Wall with caution, aiming
for the peaceful reunification of Germany without boasting.

Global media also broadcast live footage of Berliners dancing on the Berlin Wall,
symbolizing the end of the Cold War.

Political Effects:

o The Two Plus Four Treaty (1990): U.S., UK, France, and USSR negotiated
German reunification, formally ending the Wall’s legacy.

o Eastern Bloc Collapse: The fall inspired movements for democracy in
Eastern Europe nations, such as the Velvet Revolution in Czechoslovakia.

Long-Term International Legacy

Symbol of Freedom: The wall has become a global metaphor for overcoming
oppression in movements ranging from apartheid in South Africa to the US-Mexico
border disputes.

Memorialization: The East Side Gallery (1990) and the Berlin Wall Memorial (1998)
in Berlin welcome millions of visitors each year, highlighting the historical
significance of the event.

Political Lessons: The international community’s mix of condemnation, pragmatism,
and grassroots activism serves as a Cold War case study in balancing human rights
with realpolitik.

Key Moments to Reflect On
e 1961-1963: Shock, moral outrage, and symbolic solidarity.
e 1970s: Diplomatic détente softened rhetoric but maintained pressure.
e 1980s: Renewed confrontation, cultural resistance, and Reagan’s iconic challenge.
e 1989: Joyful unification and significant political shifts.



Through its 28 years, the Wall represented Cold War tensions. It was criticized in the
West, supported in the East, and ultimately toppled by ordinary people's bravery and
changing global dynamics.

The immediate reactions from the United States and other Western countries

The immediate reactions from the United States and other Western countries to the
construction of the Berlin Wall in 1961 were marked by strong condemnation, political
protest, and heightened military alertness:

United States Reaction:

The U.S. government quickly condemned the Wall as a symbol of oppression that divided
families and restricted freedom of movement. President John F. Kennedy responded by
sending Vice President Lyndon B. Johnson and General Lucius D. Clay to Berlin to show
support for West Berlin. The U.S. maintained its right to access West Berlin under the Four
Powers Agreement and regularly sent troops and diplomats through checkpoints such as
Checkpoint Charlie, asserting freedom of movement.

Publicly condemned the wall as a symbol of communist oppression. President John F.
Kennedy called it a "hellish affront to humanity" but avoided military confrontation to
prevent escalation.

Symbolic solidarity was later demonstrated through Kennedy's 1963 visit and his iconic "Ich
bin ein Berliner" speech.

A tense standoff between U.S. and Soviet tanks at Checkpoint Charlie (October 1961)
underscored Cold War tensions, though both sides eventually de-escalated.

Military Stand-off:

In October 1961, a tense 18-hour standoff occurred at Checkpoint Charlie when American
and Soviet tanks faced each other following a dispute over Allied personnel crossing rights.
This confrontation underscored the high tensions but ended peacefully without military
conflict.

Diplomatic and Political Measures.:

Western leaders, including those from the U.S., UK, and France, denounced the Wall as a
violation of human rights and the postwar agreements governing Berlin. They demanded the
Wall’s removal and free passage for Berliners. The West increased political and military
support for West Germany and West Berlin, including troop reinforcements and extending
military service tours to bolster NATO forces in Europe.

Public and Media Outrage:




The Wall’s construction shocked the world and was widely portrayed in Western media as a
stark symbol of Soviet aggression and communist repression. Western politicians used the
event to rally public opinion against the Eastern Bloc.

Avoiding Military Conflict:

Although the U.S. showed strong political opposition, it avoided direct military confrontation
to prevent escalation into nuclear war. The Kennedy administration recognized Berlin as a
Soviet sphere of influence and chose to contain the crisis through diplomatic and military
readiness rather than forceful intervention.

Responses in Western Europe:

Western European countries like the UK, France, and West Germany joined the U.S. in
condemning the Wall. For West Germany, it was especially painful, as Chancellor Konrad
Adenauer called it the "Wall of Shame." Public protests erupted in Western cities, with media
focusing on people escaping and families being separated by the Wall.

How did the international community's response differ between the United States and the
Soviet Union

During the Cold War, the world reacted in very different ways to the Berlin Wall, depending
on whether you look at the United States or the Soviet Union.

United States and Western Respons

During the Cold War, the world responded very differently to both the United States and the
Soviet Union:

R jon he Uni nd th

The United States and its Western partners were staunchly opposed to the construction and
reinforcement of the Berlin Wall. They viewed it as a violation of human rights and a clear
symbol of communist control. Western leaders criticized the Wall, calling it an attack on
freedom and in violation of post-World War II agreements on Berlin. They demanded that the
Wall be torn down and that people be free to move between East and West Berlin.

The United States and its allies focused on diplomacy rather than force. They used
international talks and meetings to protest the Wall, and tried to pressure East Germany and
the Soviet Union politically and economically. The aim was to keep West Berlin open and
support East Germans so that they could remain free.

The United States showed its support for West Berlin with symbolic actions. The leaders
made important visits, held military parades, and gave speeches, all to demonstrate West
Berlin's commitment to the freedom and security of East Germany. These actions were
intended to reassure West Berliners and deter Soviet aggression.



Soviet Union and Eastern Bloc Response

The Soviet Union and East Germany justified the Wall as a necessary measure to protect the
socialist state from Western subversion and to prevent "fascist" elements from entering East
Berlin. They framed the Wall as a defensive structure essential to maintaining peace and
security in the Eastern Bloc.

Soviet leaders viewed the West's condemnation as propaganda and interference in their
sphere of influence. They argued that the Wall was a legitimate exercise of sovereignty and a
response to Western attempts to destabilize the socialist system.

The Soviet Union actively supported and encouraged the Wall's continued fortification,
seeing it as a means of consolidating control over Eastern Europe and preventing the loss of
citizens to the West.

While the United States and its allies condemned and protested the Berlin Wall as a symbol
of division and oppression, the Soviet Union defended and strengthened it as a necessary
security measure, emphasizing the deep ideological and strategic divisions of the Cold War.

Key Differences

Aspect United States & West Soviet Union & East Bloc
ldeclogical Wall = Oppression, human rights viclation Wall = Defensive, anti-fascist measure
Framing
Paolicy Response Condemnation, protest, diplomatic pressure Justification, dismissal of criticism
Public Messaging Support for Berlin's freedom, symbolic Assertion of sovereignty, security

solidarity
Military Action Avoided direct confrontation, maintained Supported fortification, military
access backing

International Organizations Perspective:

United Nations: No formal action due to Soviet veto power in the Security Council, though
debates highlighted ideological divides.

Global Public Opinion: Media showing escapes and divided families drew sympathy from
the West, supporting anti-communist views.

NATO Allies: Viewed the wall as a consolidation of Soviet control but acknowledged it
stabilized the refugee crisis, reducing immediate East-West friction over Berlin.



Non-Aligned and Global South Reactions:

Non-Aligned Movement (e.g., India, Yugoslavia): Largely avoided taking sides, reflecting
their Cold War neutrality. Some criticized the wall as a violation of free movement but
blamed both blocs for escalating tensions.

Cuba: Supported the wall due to its Soviet alignment post-1959 revolution.

Africa/Asia: Mixed responses; newly independent states often prioritized decolonization over
Cold War issues, though many Western-aligned countries echoed U.S. criticisms.

Long-term Effects of the Berlin Wall on International Relations

The Berlin Wall stood from 1961 to 1989, causing deep impacts on international relations.
The fall of the wall in November 1989 marked a major change in global politics and ended
the Cold War era dominated by the US and Soviet Union. This set the stage for new
institutions, new countries, and sometimes new conflicts as Europe and the world adjusted to
a post-Cold War reality.

European Integration and Expansion

Following the Wall's collapse, Europe underwent significant transformation:

Germany reunited on October 3, 1990, becoming a stronger central power in Europe
The European Union took shape and expanded eastward, incorporating former
Warsaw Pact nations

e NATO similarly expanded into Central and Eastern Europe, fundamentally altering
the continent's security architecture.

These changes represented a dramatic shift from the divided Europe symbolized by the Wall
to a more integrated continent, though this integration has faced numerous challenges over
the decades

Russia’s Response and New Tensions

After the wall fell and the Soviet Union dissolved, Russia faced new challenges. The growth
of the EU and NATO was seen as a threat, which led to new tensions that still influence
international relations.

Symbolic Impact on Global Politics

The Berlin Wall's fall came to represent the triumph of liberal democratic values over
authoritarian Communist rule. This symbolic moment is often viewed as a herald of
globalization and the spread of democracy, influencing how nations interact and the values
that underpin international institutions.

New Global Changes:



In the three-plus decades since the Wall fell, international relations have been shaped by:

Economic crises have tested international cooperation

Migration pressures strained relations between nations

Rising nationalism challenged multilateral institutions

Transatlantic relations became a source of strain, with divisions over tax, energy, and
defense policy

Legacy for international security

The demise of the Wall marked a rapid end to the Cold War's nuclear-backed stability. While
some may feel nostalgia for the apparent predictability of the world order, that system had
propped up countless corrupt, dictatorial regimes worldwide as long as they aligned with
either superpower. The Wall's fall helped end this system of international patronage based on
ideological alignment.

The Berlin Wall's legacy in international relations is thus complex - representing both the
possibility of peaceful transformation and cooperation, while also marking the beginning of
new challenges and divisions that continue to shape global politics today.

Eastern Bloc Propaganda (GDR/Soviet Union)

"Anti-Fascist Protective Rampart" Narrative

The East German government named the Berlin Wall the Antifaschistischer Schutzwall, or
"Anti-Fascist Protection Rampart." They claimed it was built to defend against "fascist
aggression" and spying from the West. They said the Wall protected East Germans from
capitalist exploitation and spies in West Berlin.

Publications praised the Wall as a socialist success, claiming it "saved peace" by blocking
NATO leaders and "human traffickers" who supposedly tempted East Germans with false
promises to move West.

Portraval of Western Leaders as Traitors

West Berlin Mayor Willy Brandt was vilified as a "front city hyena" and "adventurer in
service of foreigners" for seeking Western military support. Propaganda mocked his appeals
to NATO as proof of his disloyalty to the German people.

The U.S. and its allies were depicted as imperialists seeking to destabilize East Germany
through economic sabotage and cultural corruption (e.g., rock music, consumerism).

Celebration of Socialist Unity



Propaganda glorified East German workers, police, and soldiers as heroes defending peace.
Pamphlets showed photos of uniformed "battle groups" and thanked wives of soldiers for
supporting the Wall’s construction.

Walter Ulbricht, the leader of East Germany, was shown as continuing the fight of anti-fascist
figures like Karl Liebknecht, linking the Wall to historical struggles against militarism.

Denial of Refugee Crisis

The mass exodus of East Germans (over 3.5 million before 1961) was dismissed as the result
of Western coercion. Propaganda claimed defectors were either criminals or victims of
capitalist manipulation.

Western Propaganda (U.S./Allies)

"Wall of Shame" Rhetoric

Western leaders, including West German Mayor Willy Brandt and U.S. President John F.
Kennedy, condemned the Wall as a symbol of communist oppression. Brandt referred to it as
the "Wall of Shame," emphasizing its inhumanity and violation of freedom.

Media outlets like Time Magazine depicted East Germans as prisoners trapped behind The
Wall, using vivid imagery to evoke sympathy and anti-communist sentiment.

Kennedy's "Ich bin ein Berliner" Speech

Kennedy’s 1963 speech in West Berlin became a cornerstone of Western propaganda, framing
the city as a beacon of freedom. His declaration of solidarity ,"Ich bin ein Berliner",
contrasted sharply with the Wall’s divisiveness.

Highlighting Escape Attempts and Tragedies

Western media sensationalized stories of escapees, such as Peter Fechter, an 18-year-old shot
while fleeing in 1962. These stories emphasized the brutality of the East German regime and
depicted the Wall as a "symbol of communist failure."

Artworks like Herbert Smagon’s The Fall of the Berlin Wall contrasted East Berlin’s
bleakness with West Berlin’s vibrancy, reinforcing the image of communist oppression.

Reagan s "Tear Down This Wall" Challenge

Ronald Reagan’s 1987 speech at the Brandenburg Gate became iconic. By demanding
Mikhail Gorbachev dismantle the Wall, Reagan framed it as a moral imperative and symbol
of Cold War tyranny.



Long-Term Propaganda Effects

Eastern Bloc: In the Eastern Bloc, particularly in the German Democratic Republic (GDR),
the attempt to justify the Berlin Wall did not succeed in gaining global support. The Wall was
seen as a symbol of control and oppression. After Germany was reunified, many people from
the former East Germany felt disappointed. They had been led to believe through state
messages that the Wall was essential and beneficial.

Western Bloc: In the West, the Berlin Wall was portrayed as evidence of the failure of
communism, a view that persisted throughout the Cold War and influenced historical writing
about that time. However, after East and West Germany came together, new critiques
appeared. Some people argued that Western propaganda simplified life in East Germany too
much and overlooked the economic and social problems that arose after the Wall fell.

Key Propaganda Techniques

Svmbolism: The Wall itself became a visual shorthand for Cold War divisions, exploited in
political cartoons, films, and speeches.

Dehumanization: Both sides portrayed their opponents in negative, exaggerated ways. East
German guards were depicted as emotionless machines, while Western leaders were often
labeled as war enthusiasts.

Selective Historical Analogies: The East used their history of opposing fascism to justify
their actions, whereas the West likened the Wall to ancient defenses or prison bars to
highlight its oppressive nature.

15. The Fall of the Berlin Wall

At the end of the Second World War, Germany was divided into four zones of occupation
under the control of the United States, Britain and France in the West of Germany; and the Soviet
Union in the East of Germany.

The division of Germany and the nature of its occupation had been confirmed by the Allied leaders at
the Potsdam Conference, held between 17 July and 2 August 1945.

The Berlin Wall came to represent the ideological divisions of the Cold War

The relationship between the former wartime Allies, although tense from as early as 1942, became
increasingly strained as they struggled to reach agreement on the shape of post-war Europe.

By 1945, the United States and the Soviet Union had begun to emerge as ideologically opposed
'superpowers', each wanting to exert their influence in the post-war world.



Germany became a focus of Cold War politics and as divisions between East and West became more
pronounced, so too did the division of Germany.

In 1949, Germany formally split into two independent nations: the Federal Republic of Germany
(FDR or West Germany), allied to the Western democracies, and the German Democratic Republic
(GDR or East Germany), allied to the Soviet Union.

In 1952, the East German government closed the border with West Germany, but the border between
East and West Berlin remained open. East Germans could still escape through the city to the less
oppressive and more affluent West.

The Berlin Wall developed over time

In 1961, rumours spread that measures would be introduced to strengthen the border and stop East
Germans from leaving for the West.

On 15 June, East German leader Walter Ulbricht declared that 'no one has the intention of building a
wall', but on the night of 12-13 August a wire barrier was constructed around West Berlin.

Established crossing points between the Western and Soviet sectors were closed, dividing
neighbourhoods and separating families overnight.

From this barbed wire barricade, the Wall would eventually develop into a fortified concrete structure
encircling West Berlin and isolating it from the surrounding East German territory.

The Berlin Wall was heavily guarded

The Berlin Wall was not one wall, but two. Measuring 155 kilometres (96 miles) long and four
metres (13 feet) tall, these walls were separated by a heavily guarded, mined corridor of land
known as the 'death strip'.

It was under the constant surveillance of armed East German border guards who were
authorised to shoot anyone attempting to escape into West Berlin.

By 1989, the Wall was lined with 302 watchtowers

More than 100 people died trying to cross the Berlin Wall over the course of its 28-year
history.

But the Wall was just one part of the larger 'inner German border' that separated East and
West Germany, and hundreds more were killed trying to cross other fortified border points.

Socioeconomic Conditions in East Germany

East Germany’s socialist economy, centralized under the Socialist Unity Party (SED),
struggled to match the prosperity of the West. Chronic shortages of consumer goods,
censorship, and the Stasi secret police’s pervasive surveillance fostered widespread
disillusionment. Despite these challenges, the regime maintained control through a



combination of propaganda, repression, and limited reforms, such as the 1971 Four-Power
Agreement, which eased travel restrictions for West Berliners.

Western Responses and Symbolic Resistance

The wall drew international condemnation, with U.S. President John F. Kennedy declaring
solidarity in his 1963 speech: “Ich bin ein Berliner” (“I am a Berliner”) Later leaders, like
Ronald Reagan, echoed this spirit of opposition, urging Soviet General Secretary Mikhail
Gorbachev in 1987 to "tear down this wall!". These words highlighted the wall as a center of
Cold War discourse, even while détente efforts such as the Helsinki Accords (1975) briefly
alleviated East-West tensions.

The Disintegration of the Eastern Bloc: Gorbachev, Glasnost, and the Sinatra Doctrine
Soviet Reforms and the Demise of the Brezhnev Doctrine

The rise of Mikhail Gorbachev to the Soviet leadership in 1985 marked a genuine
break. His policies of glasnost (openness) and perestroika (restructuring) encouraged political
liberalization and lessened Soviet intrusiveness in Eastern Europe. The abandonment of the
Brezhnev Doctrine-upholding that military interventions were warranted to uphold
communism, as in Czechoslovakia (1968)-gave way to the "Sinatra Doctrine," allowing
Warsaw Pact nations autonomy of rule. This transformation isolated East Germany's hard-line
SED regime because Gorbachev refused to prop up authoritarian leaders by force.

The Rise of Civil Society in East Germany

By 1989, grass-roots resistance like New Forum and peace prayers of the Protestant
Church in Leipzig rallied public resistance. The Monday Demonstrations, beginning in
September 1989, saw hundreds of thousands demand free elections and an end to SED rule.
On October 9, 1989, a pivotal protest in Leipzig drew 70,000 participants, with chants of
“Wir sind das Volk” (“We are the people”) echoing through the streets. Notably, security
forces did not resort to violence, indicating the regime's declining control.

Reasons of the Wall’s Fall

The East German government, until its last term, portrayed this wall as a shield
protecting the socialist East against the capitalist West. In early 1989, the government of the
German Democratic Republic allowed East German citizens who wanted to cross into other
Eastern Bloc countries within the Soviet Union. With this permission, thousands of East
German citizens flocked to the capitals of countries such as Poland, Czechoslovakia,
Hungary, and Yugoslavia SFR.

The East German government approved the removal of the wall. A press conference
was held on November 9, 1989 to announce this decision to the public. From the moment the
decision was announced, hundreds of thousands of people began to gather on both sides of
the wall. Towards midnight, the government first removed the barricades and crossing



measures, starting at the Brandenburg Gate. People approaching from both sides of Germany
met on the wall. The flood of people reached hundreds of thousands within an hour. The
demolition of the wall officially began on June 13, 1990, on Bernauer Stra3e, which was
previously mentioned here, by 300 East German border guards. The German Democratic
Republic could not survive the demolition of the wall for long either, and officially ended on
October 3, 1990. The section of the wall that ran through the city was almost completely
dismantled by November of that year. Indeed, Berliners wanted to get rid of the scars of
decades of division as soon as possible.

The Path to November 9: Causes and Crossroads

The Pan-European Picnic and Hungary's Border Opening In August 1989, the
opening of Hungary's border fence with Austria, a move approved by the Pan-European
Picnic initiative, allowed over 700 East Germans to flee westward. This breach in the Iron
Curtain triggered a domino effect, as thousands more East Germans sought refuge in West
German embassies across Eastern Europe. By September, Hungary officially opened its
border, rendering the Berlin Wall increasingly obsolete.

Political instability and leadership changes.

Mounting pressure forced SED General Secretary Erich Honecker to resign on
October 18, 1989, and he was replaced by Egon Krenz. Krenz's cosmetic reforms, however,
did nothing to slow the protest. On November 4, one million demonstrators marched through
East Berlin demanding free travel. Five days later, Politburo member Giinter Schabowski
erroneously announced at a press conference that East Germans could get visas for
"permanent emigration" immediately, which prompted crowds to storm the checkpoints.
Overwhelmed guards assented, and triumphant Berliners started tearing down the wall. The
Aftermath: Reunification and Global Implications The reunification of Germany and the

close of the Cold War The wall’s fall accelerated negotiations for German reunification,
formalized on October 3, 1990.

Economically, integration proved costly, with West Germany investing over €2 trillion
to modernize the East’s infrastructure. Globally, the incident hastened the dissolution of the
Warsaw Pact and the Soviet Union itself in 1991, bringing an end to the Cold War. Traditions
and Modern Perspectives Now, segments of the wall are memorials, and the East Side Gallery
in Berlin contains murals symbolizing freedom. Scholarly debates persist about the
comparative roles of grassroots movements, Gorbachev's reforms, and systemic economic
failures in precipitating collapse. Still, the fall of the Berlin Wall is a lasting tribute to the
power of collective yearning over authoritarianism.

Conclusion: The Berlin Wall as a Paradigm of Liberation The fall of the Berlin Wall
was not inevitable or accidental but the product of converging forces: the activism of
protesters, the pragmatism of reformers, and the exhaustion of a system that was unable to
adapt to international change. Its legacy refers to the frailty of authoritarian governments and
the universal human desire for self-governance. In the context of modern societies



confronting emerging divisions—be they ideological, digital, or geopolitical—the
occurrences of 1989 serve as a significant reminder that barriers, whether tangible or
symbolic, are rarely immune to the influences of historical progression.

The Berlin Wall fell on 9 November 1989

In 1989, political changes in Eastern Europe and civil unrest in Germany put
pressure on the East German government to loosen some of its regulations on travel to
West Germany.

At a press conference on 9 November, East German spokesman Glinter Schabowski
announced that East Germans would be free to travel into West Germany, starting
immediately. He failed to clarify that some regulations would remain in place.

Western media inaccurately reported that the border had opened and crowds quickly
gathered at checkpoints on both sides of the Wall. Passport checks were eventually
abandoned and people crossed the border unrestricted.

The political, economic and social impact of the fall of the Berlin Wall further
weakened the already unstable East German government.

Germany reunited on 3 October 1990, 11 months after the fall of the Berlin Wall.

16. Consequences and Reunification

Political Consequences

Collapse of the GDR and Soviet Influence

The fall of the Wall accelerated the dissolution of the East German regime. Mass protests,
such as the Leipzig "Monday demonstrations," and the exodus of East Germans via Hungary and
Czechoslovakia undermined the authority of the Socialist Unity Party (SED). Erich Honecker’s
resignation in October 1989 and his replacement by Egon Krenz failed to stem the crisis, leading to
the opening of the Wall on November 9, 1989. By 1990, free elections in East Germany resulted in a
landslide victory for pro-reunification parties, paving the way for unification.

Rewnification Negotiali

These negotiations involved East and West Germany and the U.S., UK, France, and USSR,
called the "Two Plus Four" talks. Key agreements included Germany’s NATO membership and the
withdrawal of Soviet troops. Chancellor Helmut Kohl and U.S. President George H.W. Bush played
pivotal roles, with Bush advocating for a unified Germany within NATO despite Soviet resistance.
The final treaty, ratified in October 1990, dissolved the GDR and incorporated its states into the
Federal Republic.


https://www.iwm.org.uk/history/8-photos-of-the-fall-of-the-berlin-wall

End of the Cold War

The Wall’s collapse symbolized the demise of Soviet hegemony in Eastern Europe. The
dissolution of the USSR in 1991 marked the end of the Cold War, with Germany emerging as a central
power in a reunified Europe.

Economic Consequences

Collapse of East German Industry

East Germany's state-run economy couldn't survive after reunification. Over 4,000
government-owned businesses were sold or shut down, creating high unemployment. Western
companies often dismantled East German factories to remove competition, disappointing many
workers.

Monetary Union and Disparities

The 1990 monetary union introduced the Deutsche Mark in the East, but productivity gaps
and wage disparities persisted. East German wages remained 18% lower than in the West, and
unemployment was higher. A "brain drain" of skilled workers to the West exacerbated economic
stagnation.

Vassive Financial Transh

West Germany invested over $2 trillion into modernizing Eastern infrastructure, healthcare,
and education. Despite improvements, critics argue that funds were mismanaged, and protecting
Eastern industries temporarily could have mitigated job losses.

Social Consequences

Cultural Divide and Identity

While the majority of Germans, about 91%, see reunification positively, differences still
persist. East Germans often felt less satisfied with life and distrusted Western institutions. Many felt
like "second-class citizens" due to issues like unemployment and cultural differences.

Attitudinal Differences

East Germans were more pessimistic about education, politics, and economic mobility. They
were twice as likely to support far-right parties like the AfD (24% vs. 12% in the West) and held more
negative views toward minorities like Muslims and Roma.

Religious and Social Values

Religion remained less important in the East, with 72% stating it held no role in their lives,
compared to 40% in the West. This stemmed from decades of state-enforced secularism under
communism.



Long-Term Legacy

European Integration: After reunification, Germany became a cornerstone of the EU, advocating for
Eastern European countries integration. However, disparities between East and West Germany
mirrored broader EU economic divides.

Svmbol of Freedom. The fall of the Berlin Wall is a world-famous symbol of freedom and resistance
against oppressive governments. It has inspired many freedom movements globally.

Ongoing Challenges: Despite progress, economic equality remains incomplete, and social integration
requires continued effort, particularly in addressing systemic inequities.

Berlin Wall and Germany’s Reunification

The Berlin Wall fell in 1989, leading to Germany's reunification in 1990. This marked a very
complex social and economic change. It was a victory of democracy over socialism, but also exposed
big structural and cultural differences. After reunification, East Germany's economy faced collapse.
Many lost jobs due to rising unemployment and privatisation of government industries. Politically,
reunification reshaped elections. Chancellor Helmut Kohl's conservative party gained support with
promises of economic growth, while socialist parties faced challenges redefining themselves. Socially,
many East Germans missed their identity. There was a feeling of "Ostalgie," or nostalgia for East
Germany's past, especially among women and workers.

Economic Consequences: Deindustrialization and Structural Collapse

The Currency Union Shock and Industrial Decline

The introduction of the Deutsche Mark to East Germany in July 1990, at a 1:1 exchange rate
for wages and savings, destabilized the region’s economy overnight. While intended to equalize living
standards, the policy rendered East German exports noncompetitive due to inflated production costs.
By 1992, industrial output had plummeted by 67%, with sectors like machinery and textiles collapsing
entirely. The Treuhandanstalt, the agency tasked with privatizing state-owned enterprises, sold over
14,000 firms but closed 3,700, eliminating 2.5 million jobs (25% of East Germany’s workforce).
Unemployment surged from 140,000 in 1990 to 1.1 million by 1992, with underemployment and
short-time work affecting an additional 1.4 million

Regional Disparities and Long-Term Economic Lag

Despite massive transfers of $2 trillion from West to East Germany between 1990 and 2014,
productivity in the former GDR remained 20% below western levels. Infrastructure modernization,
though extensive, failed to attract sufficient private investment, leaving eastern states reliant on
subsidies. Wage convergence stalled, with easterners earning 82% of western salaries by 2016, while
housing costs rose 40% due to speculative investments. The "blooming landscapes" promised by Kohl
never fully materialized, fostering resentment among easterners who felt reduced to "second-class
citizens"

Social Welfare and the Poverty Trap



Initially, unemployment and early retirement payments offered relief, but by 1994, 18% of
East German households were below the poverty line, compared to 10% in the West. The loss of
state-supported childcare and healthcare worsened inequalities, especially for women, most of whom
lost jobs within five years after reunification. Changes to pensions were hard on GDR workers, many
of whom only received 40% of what their Western counterparts got because of shorter contribution
histories.

Political Reconfiguration: Unity Amid Division

Kohl’s "Annexation" Strategy and Electoral Dominance

Chancellor Helmut Kohl's plan for reunifying Germany involved bringing the East into the
West using a legal method that avoided changing the constitution. Some people criticized this
approach, calling it a "colonial takeover." However, Kohl's strategy led to a major victory in the 1990
elections. His conservative group, the CDU/CSU, won 43.8% of the national vote and 47.8% in the
East. The SPD party, which did not support quick monetary union, lost support, only getting 33.5% of
the vote, their worst result since 1957.

The Rise of Post-Socialist Politics

The Party of Democratic Socialism (PDS), successor to the GDR’s ruling SED, capitalized on
eastern discontent, securing 11% of the eastern vote in 1990 and entering the Bundestag.
Campaigning against "sell-out" privatization and welfare cuts, the PDS became a regional force,
holding over 20% of state parliament seats in Brandenburg and Saxony by 1994. Conversely, the West
German Greens, focused on environmentalism, failed to cross the 5% threshold, while the East
German Greens-Biindnis 90 alliance won 6% in the East, highlighting divergent priorities

Policy Integration and Persistent Distrust

Legal harmonization dismantled the GDR’s judicial and administrative frameworks, replacing
80% of eastern civil servants with western appointees. This "colonization" of institutions bred distrust,
with 58% of easterners in 1995 believing reunification had been "unfairly implemented". The 1994
Solidarity Pact, allocating $94 billion for eastern infrastructure, failed to address perceptions of
western paternalism, fueling support for far-right groups like the Republikaner in the late 1990s

Social Transformations: Identity, Gender, and Inequality

Ostalgie and the Reconstruction of GDR Identity

Many people in East Germany felt nostalgic about life in the GDR, missing familiar symbols
like traffic lights and cars. By 1995, nearly half of Easterners believed the GDR had more positives
than negatives. This nostalgia wasn’t about wanting to return to socialism but was more of a critique
of the loneliness and unemployment under capitalism, which hit 18.7% in some regions by 1997.

Gender Roles and the Collapse of Social Security

The GDR’s egalitarian policies had ensured 91% female employment, state childcare, and
abortion rights. Post-reunification, the adoption of West Germany’s conservative family model forced
1.2 million eastern women out of the workforce, while 75% of kindergartens closed, reverting



caregiving to households. By 1995, eastern women’s wages fell to 72% of western men’s, compared
to 89% in the GDR, amplifying economic precarity

Migration and Demographic Decline

Between 1990 and 1995, 1.2 million easterners migrated west, disproportionately young
professionals, leaving aging populations and vacant towns. Saxony-Anhalt’s population had shrunk
15%, with schools and hospitals closing in rural areas. Conversely, western "Wessis" moving east for
cheap housing were often resented, with 63% of easterners in 1995 perceiving them as "arrogant"

The reunification of Germany demonstrated the challenges of integrating politically and
economically after decades of division. While the East modernized in terms of infrastructure and
living standards, issues like unemployment, regional disparities, and cultural tensions persisted. These
factors contributed to political extremism and distrust. Ostalgie highlights the emotional impact of
rapid economic changes where efficiency took precedence over social unity. Loss of rights for many
women and workers led to unstable job conditions. Politically, the dominance of the CDU faded,
leading to a fragmented scene where far-right parties like the AfD gained strength in the East. As
Germany tackles new issues, such as refugee integration and climate change, it must remember the
lessons from 1990: true unity demands more than just legal and economic strategies; it requires an
understanding of shared history and fair sacrifices.

17. Some Important Figures at the Summit

e Federal Republic of Germany

Helmut Kohl

Helmut Kohl saw the Berlin Wall as the most real symbol of separation and the Cold War.
Additionally, according to him, the Berlin Wall symbolized the pressure on the Germans'
freedom. He saw the destruction of the Berlin Wall as a necessary step for the freedom of the
Germans. He supported the unity of both Germanys with a suggestion, which was given by
him, named “Ten-Point Plan for the Overcoming of the Division of Germany and Europe”.
His authority as the Chancellor of West Germany played a significant role in the Federal
Republic of Germany (West Germany). The Chancellorship meant the top of the government,
and it had the authority to directly shape the inside and outside policies. With his role, he
became the one who made both Germanys gather as the Federal Republic of Germany on the
3rd of October, 1990.

Richard von Weizsiicker

Richard von Weizsédcker was the President of West Germany between 1984 and 1990. Even
though he was the President, in West Germany, it was a symbolic role, and most of the
authorities belonged to the Chancellor. He played a significant role in raising the morale of
the Germans. His leadership became the voice of the German people. He said, "Now we are
called to create together what belongs together." after the destruction of the Berlin Wall.



Hans-Dietrich Genscher

Hans-Dietrich Genscher was the Minister of Foreign Affairs of West Germany, and he was
the top-level authority who managed the global relationships. The significance of his role was
critical in keeping in contact with powerful countries such as the USA, the USSR, France,
England, etc. He believed that the Berlin Wall was a painful symbol of the separation of both
Germanys. His supportive treatment towards the refugees who wanted to escape from East to
West, and his contributions to opening the Hungarian border, played an important role in the
destruction of the Berlin Wall.

Franz Josef Strauf}

Franz Josef Strauf3 was the Prime Minister of Bavaria, which is an important and big state of
Germany. Being the Prime Minister of Bavaria made his opinions more effective, and it made
his influence not just on local policies, but the general and federal policies. He had a
conservative and rough personality, and with that, he showed hard treatment towards the
German Democratic Republic (GDR, East Germany). He said, "The Wall is the most
shameful monument of unfreedom and division in Europe." about the Berlin Wall.

James Baker

James Baker became the U.S. Secretary of State when the Berlin Wall was falling step by
step into destruction. He was the top-level diplomat who managed the outside policies of the
U.S. He played a critical role by the time both Germanys were gathering. He is known as the
one who made the U.S. support for the gathering of Germany stronger. His direct contact with
the USSR leader, Mikhail Gorbachev, and the Chancellor of West Germany, Helmut Kohl,
made him one of the builders of the reunification of Germany. After the destruction, he said,
"The wall that divided Berlin symbolized the division of Europe. Its fall marks the triumph of
freedom over oppression."

Wolfgang Schiuble

Wolfgang Schiuble was the Minister of the Interior of West Germany. He was in charge of
public safety, constitutional schemes, and internal law changes while reunifying. He played a
significant role in organizing the gathering. He did not just make the borders open, but he
managed both Germany’s laws, police systems, citizenship rights, and the composition of the
government. Especially, he played a critical role with Kohl in negotiating the Reunification
Agreement. He said, "Freedom and unity belong together. The fall of the Wall gives us the
opportunity to fulfill both." while the process of the Reunification Agreement, in 1990.

Rita Siissmuth

Rita Siissmuth was the Speaker of the Bundestag between 1988 and 1998. Even though the
position of the Speaker does not directly shape policies, it holds significant symbolic and
procedural authority in the Federal Republic of Germany. As the leader of the German
Parliament during the fall of the Berlin Wall, she played an important role in supporting
democratic processes and representing the voice of the people. She believed that the Berlin
Wall was a symbol of the separation of not only land but also people, rights, and
opportunities. She emphasized that reunification should be more than a political process; it



should bring social justice, equality, and shared responsibilities. She especially advocated for
inclusivity, the involvement of women in politics, and the importance of human dignity
during reunification. She said, "Unity must mean more than geography. It must mean equal
rights, equal opportunities, and shared responsibilities."

Douglas Hurd

Douglas Hurd was the Foreign Secretary of the United Kingdom between 1989 and 1995. As
the top-level official responsible for managing the UK's foreign policy, his position held
significant importance in shaping Britain's stance on the major international developments of
the time, including German reunification and the end of the Cold War. He supported the
destruction of the Berlin Wall and the reunification of Germany, believing that a united
Germany would contribute to a stable and peaceful Europe. He also emphasized that
reunification should take place within a European framework and under international
consensus, particularly respecting the concerns of other European nations and the USSR. His
calm and diplomatic approach helped reassure Britain and its allies during this critical
transition. He said, "We welcome the reunification of Germany within a peaceful and
democratic Europe."

Roland Dumas

Roland Dumas was the French Minister of Foreign Affairs between 1988 and 1993. As the
top-level authority responsible for France’s international relations, his role was crucial during
the collapse of the Eastern Bloc and the reunification of Germany. He represented France in
global diplomacy and had the power to influence European political developments through
negotiations and alliances. He initially approached the idea of German reunification with
caution, reflecting France’s historical concerns about a powerful Germany in the center of
Europe. However, he later supported the process, under the condition that it would be
embedded within a strong and unified European structure. Dumas emphasized that European
integration and unity were necessary to balance the new geopolitical reality after the fall of
the Berlin Wall. He said, "The fall of the Berlin Wall is not only a German event but a
European one. It should lead us to a stronger, more united Europe."

Horst Teltschik

Horst Teltschik was the Foreign Policy Advisor to Chancellor Helmut Kohl during the late
1980s and early 1990s. Even though his role was not an official government position like a
minister or president, it carried significant behind-the-scenes influence, especially during
critical diplomatic decisions. As a close advisor to the Chancellor, he played a key role in
planning and coordinating the reunification process on both domestic and international fronts.
He viewed the Berlin Wall as the main barrier to peace, unity, and democracy in Germany
and Europe. He believed that the destruction of the Berlin Wall was the beginning of a new
chapter for both German identity and European cooperation. Teltschik worked actively in
diplomatic channels, especially in the negotiations with the United States, the USSR, and
neighboring European countries, to gain support for German reunification. He said, "The fall
of the Wall was the signal that history was changing. We had to move quickly and carefully
to ensure unity became reality."



Klaus Kinkel

Klaus Kinkel was the Minister of Justice of West Germany between 1991 and 1992, right
after reunification. Although he took office after the fall of the Berlin Wall, he was directly
involved in the legal and structural integration of the two Germanys. As the Minister of
Justice, he was responsible for harmonizing the legal systems of East and West Germany,
ensuring that the rule of law was applied fairly during the reunification process. He believed
that the Berlin Wall was not only a physical division, but also a deep legal and moral
separation between two different systems. Kinkel emphasized that real unity could not be
achieved without justice, and he worked to guarantee legal security for East German citizens
during the transition period. He aimed to preserve human rights and create a unified legal
identity for the new Germany. He said, "Reunification is not only a political task—it is a legal
and moral responsibility to our fellow Germans from the East."

Theo Waigel

Theo Waigel was the Minister of Finance of West Germany from 1989 to 1998, which included the
period of the Berlin Wall’s fall and the reunification of Germany. As the Finance Minister, he held one
of the most critical positions in shaping the economic foundation of a united Germany. His
responsibility was to manage the financial integration of East and West Germany and to maintain
economic stability during this historic transformation. He saw the Berlin Wall as a symbol of
economic inequality and division. Waigel believed that true reunification required not only political
decisions but also strong economic planning and support. He was a key figure in designing financial
strategies to rebuild the East German economy, introducing the Deutschmark in the East, and creating
financial aid programs to reduce the gap between the two regions. He said, "The Berlin Wall fell not
only in the minds, but also in the markets. Our task was to build a common economic future from that

moment on."

e German Democratic Republic

Erich Honecker:

Erich Honecker led East Germany from 1976 to 1989. Before this, he held a key role in the Socialist
Unity Party (SED), which was the ruling party. He became the party leader in 1971 and took over the
government leadership in 1976. East Germany, under Honecker, was strict but still one of the more
successful countries in Eastern Europe under Soviet influence. He allowed trade and travel with West
Germany, which helped East Germany financially. Honecker played a significant role in building the
Berlin Wall in 1961. At that time, he handled security issues and helped plan the separation between
East and West Berlin. He argued that the Wall was a defense against Western ideas and capitalism, but
mainly it stopped people from leaving East Germany for West Berlin. In 1989, people started
protesting, but Honecker refused to make any changes. This refusal to adapt led to his removal from
power just weeks before the Wall came down.



Egon Krenz

Egon Krenz was the last communist leader of East Germany during the 1989 revolutions, and he was
a member of the SED. He took over after Honecker was removed. Officially, he became Chairman of
the State Council (President of East Germany) and General Secretary of the SED for a brief time
before the Berlin Wall fell. At first, he thought the Wall was needed to protect East Germany. By late
1989, he understood The Wall was a big problem. Facing public protests, he tried to show he was
more open to changes than Honecker. However, when protests grew, he realized change had to happen
if East Germany was to survive. He didn't directly call for the Wall to come down, but he allowed
changes that led to its fall. Krenz eased travel restrictions, so East Germans found it easier to cross the
border. This step was crucial in bringing down the Wall on November 9, 1989. The government, under
his leadership, decided to relax travel rules. During a conference, spokesman Giinter Schabowski
mistakenly said the borders were "effective immediately" open, causing crowds to gather at the Wall
that night. Although Krenz didn't plan this sudden event, his decisions played a big part in making it
possible.

Oskar Fischer

Oskar Fischer served as East Germany's Minister of Foreign Affairs from 1975 to 1990 and was part
of the Socialist Unity Party (SED). He played an essential role in representing East Germany
internationally, dealing especially with the Soviet Union and Western countries. Like many officials
from East Germany, Fischer saw the Berlin Wall as politically necessary. As Foreign Minister, he
defended the Wall to the rest of the world, saying it was important for keeping peace and maintaining
socialism. He argued it was a defensive barrier, stopping "Western imperialism" from causing
problems in East Germany. Fischer explained that the Wall was meant to prevent conflict rather than
create division. Initially, he was against making big changes. But by 1989, when large protests broke
out, Fischer supported peaceful reforms. He accepted that some changes were needed but did not push
for the Wall's removal. His main role was diplomatic, defending East Germany's policies in front of
foreign governments and media. When the Wall eventually fell, Fischer worked to manage East
Germany's international relations during the crisis.

Sabine Bergmann-Pohl

Sabine Bergmann-Pohl was a medical doctor and politician. In April 1990, after the first free
elections, she became the President of East Germany's Parliament, the People’s Chamber
(Volkskammer). This role made her the last head of state of East Germany. Bergmann-Pohl believed
in reunification with West Germany and supported democratic changes. She viewed the Wall as
unnecessary and harmful, calling it a symbol of oppression and division that affected East Germans'
freedom. She strongly favored the Wall's fall. Even though the Wall came down before she was in
power, she promoted German reunification and worked toward integrating East Germany with West
Germany after the Wall opened. She led East Germany during its final months, helping guide the
country toward peaceful reunification.

Nikolay Ryzhkov

Nikolay Ryzhkov was a Soviet politician who served as the Premier of the Soviet Union from 1985 to
1991. He was closely associated with Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev and involved in key reforms
like Perestroika, aimed at economic restructuring. Ryzhkov and Gorbachev believed reforms were



essential in Eastern Europe, including East Germany. Unlike previous Soviet leaders, Ryzhkov didn’t
strongly defend the Berlin Wall. Initially, he might have considered the Wall necessary during the
Cold War, but by the late 1980s, he saw it as an obstacle to reform and peace. Ryzhkov did not oppose
the Wall’s fall. Though he never publicly called for its removal, he and Gorbachev chose not to use
Soviet military force to keep it standing, allowing it to collapse without Soviet interference. By
backing Gorbachev's policy of non-intervention and encouraging East Germany to reform itself,
Ryzhkov helped create conditions that led to the Wall's fall.

Markus Wolf

Markus Wolf was the chief of East Germany's foreign intelligence service, known as the Stasi's Head
of Foreign Intelligence from 1952 to 1986. He was one of the most effective and secretive spymasters
of the Cold War. As intelligence chief, he achieved great success in penetrating the government,
political, and business circles of West Germany with spies. The most notable individual in this regard
was Gilinter Guillaume, who was secretary to and close friend of West German Chancellor Willy
Brandt, and whose exposure as an East German agent led to Brandt's resignation in 1974. For most of
his career in the HVA, Wolf was known as "the man without a face" due to his elusiveness. It was
reported that Western agencies did not know the true appearance of the East German spy chief until
1978.

As a top intelligence official, he saw the Wall as a way to prevent defection and Western influence.
Wolf believed the Wall protected East Germany's political system and national security. After
retirement in 1986, he watched the events unfold but felt that Wall's fall symbolized the collapse of
the system he had served. As a foreign intelligence, Wolf's work depended on East Germany being
1solated, and the Wall was critical for that. After reunification, Wolf later criticized the East German
regime but remained proud of his intelligence work.

Christa Luft

Christa Luft was an economist and politician in East Germany. She served as the Minister of
Economics during the country's last socialist government from 1989 to 1990. Luft was open to
reforms and became critical of the Berlin Wall, particularly in the late 1980s. She saw how the Wall
harmed East Germany's economy and reputation. Initially, she accepted the Wall as part of life, but by
1989, she believed it was unnecessary and that both economic and political reforms were needed. Luft
supported changes after the Wall's fall and worked on economic reforms to support East Germany's
transition. She was active in managing the economic challenges that came with the Wall's fall, helping
stabilize East Germany's economy as it moved toward reunification.

Eduard Shevardnadze

Eduard Shevardnadze served as the Soviet Union's Foreign Minister from 1985 to 1990, during
Gorbachev's leadership. A close associate of Gorbachev, Shevardnadze was a strong supporter of the
reforms known as glasnost and perestroika. He believed the Berlin Wall should be removed.
Shevardnadze favored dialogue, reform, and cooperation instead of division. He recognized that the
Wall had once been important during the Cold War but, by the late 1980s, it represented outdated
politics that needed to change. He supported keeping East Germany independent and advocated for a
peaceful reunification of Germany. In his role, Shevardnadze assured that the Soviet Union would not
interfere with East Germany's changes, paving the way for a non-violent fall of the Wall.



Giinter Schabowski

Giinter Schabowski was the spokesman for the East German Communist Party Politburo and a
member of the Socialist Unity Party's Central Committee. He played a vital role in the toppling of the
East German Communist government in the fall of 1989. During a press conference on November 9,
1989, a reporter asked him about new travel regulations issued by the government that seemed to
indicate the possibility of easier travel into West Berlin through the Berlin Wall. Schabowski had only
recently received a copy of the new regulations and had not yet read them carefully. The reporter
asked when, exactly, East German citizens could begin to take advantage of these new travel rules.
Schabowski shrugged and responded, "from now." Earlier Schabowski supported the Wall as a part of
party policy. However, by late 1989, he realized reforms were urgently needed. He understood the
Wall was no longer sustainable. He indirectly caused the Wall to open. He did not plan to announce it
so suddenly, but his words at the press conference made people believe the borders were open
immediately. At the press conference, Schabowski accidentally announced that East Germans could
cross into West Berlin "immediately"”, leading to the Wall's collapse that night.

Heinz Kessler

Heinz Kessler was East Germany's Minister of National Defense from 1985 to 1989 and a
high-ranking member of the Socialist Unity Party (SED). Kessler regarded the Wall as essential for
East Germany's security and defense. He was convinced it was necessary to prevent East Germans
from leaving and to protect socialism. Kessler aimed to maintain the integrity of East Germany and its
borders. He oversaw the military forces that guarded the Wall. After the reunification of Germany,
Kessler faced trial and was convicted for his involvement in the deaths at the Berlin Wall.

Dmitri Yazov

Dmitri Yazov was the Soviet Minister of Defense from 1987 to 1991. He was a military officer and a
hardliner within the Soviet government. Yazov, like older Soviet leaders, initially supported the Wall
for strategic reasons. However, under Gorbachev's leadership, he had to accept the changing policies.
He saw the Wall as necessary during the Cold War, but by 1989, he followed orders from Gorbachev
not to intervene. He did not support the breakdown of the Wall personally but he had to accept it
passively because the Soviet leadership decided not to use force. As Defense Minister, Yazov did not
send Soviet troops to defend the Wall, making its fall possible without bloodshed.

Hermann Axen

Hermann Axen was a Politburo member and a senior East German politician responsible for foreign
relations within the Socialist Unity Party (SED). He was close to Honecker and shaped East
Germany's foreign policy. He believed the Wall was a key to protecting socialism in East Germany.
He saw it as necessary for East Germany's political survival. He was part of the old leadership that
resisted reforms until the regime collapsed. Axen defended East Germany's policies abroad,
explaining and justifying the existence of the Wall to the outside World.



Major Topics for a 1991 German Reunification Summit

This section writes what to pay attention to and decide on the subject, assuming that

hypothetical events continue in the normal timeline as they did at our summit.

1. Currency and Financial Stability
o Evaluation of the currency union (Deutsche Mark in the East)
o Addressing inflation, savings loss, and price shocks
o Financial aid programs for Eastern states
2. Economic Transition and Employment
o Privatization of former state-owned businesses
o Strategies to reduce high unemployment in the East
o Attracting investment and supporting small businesses
3. Government and Legal System Integration
o Adapting East Germany to the West’s federal democratic structure
o Rewriting laws and dissolving GDR-era institutions
o Fair political representation in national government
4. Education Reform
o Aligning school systems and rewriting history curricula
o Retraining teachers and removing political bias from classrooms

o Promoting exchange programs between East and West students



5. Infrastructure and Public Services

o Modernizing roads, housing, hospitals, and telecommunications in the East

o Equalizing healthcare access and quality across the country

o Upgrading utilities and transportation networks

6. Dealing with the Past (Transitional Justice)

o Handling former Stasi agents and officials: trials, amnesty, or lustration?

o Compensating victims of political oppression

o Creating memorials and truth commissions

7. Cultural Integration and National Identity

o Reducing social stigma between “Ossis” and “Wessis”

o Building shared cultural values while respecting regional identities

o Promoting unity through arts, media, and national events

8. Foreign Policy and Military Alignment

o Confirming unified Germany’s role in NATO and the European Community

o  Withdrawing remaining Soviet troops from the East

o Reassuring neighboring countries about Germany’s peaceful intentions
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