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1.Letter From the Secretary General

Esteemed Participants of BALMUN’26,

It is my utmost pleasure to welcome you to this year’s annual session of BALMUN. It
is truly an honour to host a platform where passionate minds gather to engage in a meaningful
debate, diplomacy, and cooperation. BALMUN is not merely a conference; it is a created
space where ideas are challenged, and perspectives are broadened.

My journey in this club began on the day that I stepped into this school. I started as a
bot delegate, continued as an academic assistant, and now stand proudly as the Secretary
General of this year’s annual session. Our team has been working meticulously to ensure that
this MUN offers not only a rigorous academic experience but also an inspiring and
memorable one. We have overcome plenty of different challenges, but all of them have made
us stronger than ever to mark our target. We have poured relentless effort into this
conference.

With a highly dedicated academic and organizational team, we proudly present twelve
committees, including two General Assembly committees, six Special committees, and four
Crisis committees. Each committee is carefully designed to encourage critical thinking,
creativity, and collaboration. Over the course of three days, you will be able to defend your
ideas, listen to opposing views, and seek compromise in the pursuit of meaningful solutions.

I hope that BALMUN'"26 serves as a reminder that true leadership lies not in
dominance, but in dialogue and not in certainty, but in openness to learning. As the academic
and organizational team of BALMUN, we eagerly look forward to witnessing the ideas you
will bring to life and the impact you will create throughout the conference.

Your Sincerely,

Kerem Kili¢
Secretary General of BALMUN’26
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2.Letter from the Under Secretary General and Academic Assistant

The Noble Lords of the Netherlands and Deputies of the States-General, Welcome to
the BaIMUN'26 Historical Crisis Commitee .I am your Under Secretary General Ataberk Ata
a member of VefaMUN family and 10th grader IB student in Vefa. I am hoping this
committee will become one of the most unforgettable experiences that you ever had .I am
your Academic Assistant, Beren Beytemur, a member of the BaIMUN family as a 9th
Grader.We worked really hard in the aim of giving you the best possible experience .As we
are giving that effort to the committee preparation, we are waiting the same effort from you
during the committee, to make this crisis even better. We hope to see the best of every
member of the Dutch Republic. If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to
ask via;

Under Secretary General

Ataberk Ata — ataberkata5641@gmail.com
Academic Assistant

Beren Beytemur - berenbeytemur@gmail.com
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3.Introduction to the Commitee

The Eighty Years' War or Dutch Revolt was an armed conflict between Spanish Habsburgs
that was the governor of the Lowlands at that time and local rebel groups of mostly reformist
Calvinist and protestant Dutch people The causes of the war included the Reformation,
centralisation, excessive taxation, and the rights and privileges of the Dutch nobility and
cities. Lowlands refers to modern Netherlands Belgium Luxemburg and some northern parts
of France In the early sixteenth century, the Lowlands came under the rule of the Habsburg
dynasty .Upheaval started when Phillip the second of Spain started to rule over the low
countries he had nearly zero connection with the lowlands that he was ruling he was a distant
king that lives in Spain that doesn't know their language which is also a committed catholic
that wants to centralize the authority and runs high tax policies created a growing
dissatisfaction among the local population especially upon the Protestants religious tensions
were one of the most crucial reason of the conflict Philip II sought to suppress Protestantism
and strengthen the Catholic Church, enforcing religious laws and supporting the activities of
the Inquisition. At the same time, many nobles and city leaders opposed the loss of traditional
privileges and objected to heavy taxation used to finance Spain’s wars elsewhere in Europe.
Tensions escalated into open conflict in 1568, when armed resistance began under leaders
such as William of Orange. The 80 years was a really long conflict between the Dutch rebels
and the Spanish empire which was the strongest nation in the world at the time but it was not
a nonstop war for 80 years it had parts such as Twelve Years’ Truce still it was one of the
most devastating conflicts for both of the sides in their history Its outcome marked the
decline of Spanish dominance in the region and started the Dutch golden age creating a
powerful maritime and commercial state that shaped history

4.Historical Background
a.Burgonian Era Formation of the Seventeen Provinces

The Burgundian Era marks a remarkable architectural project by the Valois Dukes that lasted
over a century. They changed a fragmented landscape of competing Dutch- and
French-speaking regions into the "Seventeen Provinces," the most urbanized and
economically strong area in Northern Europe. This transformation began with Philip the
Bold’s strategic marriage into the House of Flanders in 1384. The Burgundian Dukes
skillfully avoided the traditional feudal disorder of the Middle Ages using a mix of
diplomacy, inheritance claims, and direct purchases of territories like Namur and
Luxembourg. By the time Philip the Good moved his main court to Brussels in the mid-15th
century, the Low Countries had progressed from a mere collection of fiefdoms into a
"Burgundian State." This state became the rightful heir to the Middle Kingdom of
Lotharingia, occupying a crucial.but profitable position between France and the Holy Roman
Empire. This unification was not just political; it sparked a cultural and economic revival.
The wealth from the Flemish cloth trade and the Dutch maritime industry supported artists
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like Jan van Eyck, creating a court culture of such extravagance that it shaped European
nobility for generations.The shift to the Habsburg line under Charles V in the 16th century
saw these seventeen distinct regions from the maritime powerhouse of Holland to the
industrial center of Brabant officially united by the Pragmatic Sanction of 1549. This
established a single legal entity with one sovereign. The "Lowland" region was a
geographical marvel. The ongoing battle against the North Sea encouraged a society focused
on engineering. At the same time, a dense network of wealthy, self-governing cities nurtured
a strong merchant class. Their demand for local rights and religious freedom would later lead
to one of history's longest and most important wars for independence.

b.The Habsburg Inheritance and Charles V

The transfer of the Burgundian Netherlands to the House of Habsburg is one of the most
significant geopolitical alterations in the European history. This transformation started with
the sudden demise of Charles the Bold in 1477 as well as the wedlock of his daughter, Mary
of Burgundy, to the Holy Roman Emperor Maximilian I of the future. This marriage shifted
the orientation of the Low Countries not to a leaning ducal power- France, but to an
important component of the expanding Habsburg empire. This went to its highest point with
their grandson, Charles V. born in Ghent in the year 1500 when Charles was a real son of the
Netherlands. He regarded the Seventeen Provinces not only as a great tax collector, but as the
emotional and financial center of his large empire, stretching all the way across his lands,
extending eastward to the silver mines of the Americas and westward to the gates of Vienna.
There was an intense drive towards centralization in his reign. He wanted to get away with
the loose feudalism of his Burgundian ancestors by developing a single legal and
administrative structure. Charles officially recognized the Seventeen Provinces to be a unity,
which would always be bequeathed as a block, through the Pragmatic Sanction of 1549. This
statement essentially took them out of the juridical custody of the Holy Roman Empire, as
well as the French Crown. This time was, however, full of great tension too. The strong
Catholic beliefs of Charles and his constant requirement of funding the war against the
Ottoman Empire and France went against the upsurge of Reformation and the old traditions
of the privileges of rich Dutch and Flemish traders. Although Charles was able to hold this
volatile combination together by his own prestige and by a popular Burgundian identity, his
abdication in 1555 and the passing of the Habsburg Inheritance to his son, Philip II of Spain
broke whatever unity he had struggled to achieve.

c.The Shift of the Spanish Rule under Philip 11

In 1555, when the native-born Charles V was replaced by his son, Philip II of Spain, the
relations between the Habsburg Monarchy and the Seventeen Provinces broke down
disastrously, and the spirit of negotiation between the two had been replaced by that of
foreign absolutism. In some aspects contrary to his father, born in Ghent, and familiar with
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the local languages, Philip II had been born in Spain, and considered himself a Spanish king,
and the Low Countries a distant, tax-paying fringe to his imperial empire. This cultural
estrangement was increased by the uncompromising policy of Philip towards the
Counter-Reformation; at the time when Calvinism and Protestant philosophy were rapidly on
the increase in the Northern Provinces, Philip regarded himself as the Sword of the Catholic
Church, and now increased the inquisition to a point that was almost beyond the conception
of the local Catholic nobility. The elevation of his half-sister, Margaret of Parma, into the
position of Governor-General, with the support of the obscure and much abhorred Council of
State, under Cardinal Granvelle, was a token that the old rights of self-government and right
of taxation, long enjoyed by the Dutch and Flemish elites, were being gradually destroyed in
order to give way to a systematized Spanish administration. This built up a certain amount of
tension during the 1560s during the Beeldenstorm (Iconoclastic Fury) when Protestant mobs
all over the area were smashing Catholic images, and Philip responded by dispatching the
brutish Duke of Alba and a vast Spanish force to quash the riots. Alba in his "Council of
Troubles" or, as it was afterwards called, the Council of Blood, executed thousands of
citizens, including high officials of the nobility, such as the Counts of Egmont and Hoorn,
and in effect killed all any chance of a peaceful settlement. The localized religious and fiscal
conflict was transformed into a full scale national war of emancipation called the Eighty
Years War, headed by William the Silent which would ultimately divide the Seventeen
Provinces between the Protestant Dutch Republic in the north and the Catholic south, which
makes up modern-day Belgium.

d.The Administrative and Political Autonomy

The historical autonomy of the Seventeen Provinces was developed based on the medieval
form of contractual style of government where the royal authority was highly restrained as
per the Blijde Inkomst (Joyous Entry) and other urban charters that assured the right of the
citizenry. The Low Countries have a long history as a system of rather independent city-states
and semi-autonomous provinces, each with its own States (representative assemblies), which
had the crucial power of the purse, that is, the Duke or Count could impose new levies or
declare war without express permission of the local classes of merchants and nobles. This
decentralized custom produced a political culture of the polder-model of negotiation, in
which the ruler was not regarded as an absolute monarch, but he was legally obliged to
enforce the particular ancient rights of each land. But with the attempts of the Burgundian
and early Habsburg government to professionalize their empire they started to set up
centralized institutions such as the Great Council of Mechelen (a supreme court) and the
Council of State, which began to override local judicial custom in favour of a single Roman
Law. The transition was becoming perilously acute during the reign of Philip II who tried to
substitute this centuries-old system of local consultation by a model of the Modern State that
would be guided solely by Madrid. Philip had in effect declared war on the administrative
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blood of the land by appointing Spanish-trained bureaucrats and religious inquisitors who did
not even bother to respect the traditional legal immunities of the Dutch and Flemish subjects.
This gradual undoing of autonomy, above all the effort of the King to restructure the
bishoprics, so as to grant greater authority to the Crown over the church and the courts, led
the local nobility, under the chairmanship of William the Silent, to the conviction that they
were being ground out by a foreign despotism. It was perceived violation of the old
constitutional contract which was not necessarily a religious or economic grievance, but the
perception of an illegal violation of that old contract that was the main legal ground to the
armed revolt and the subsequent abjuration of the King in 1581.

e.Reform Movements in Europe

The Protestant Reformation was a paradigm shift that dismantled the religious and political
monopoly of the Catholic Church in the whole of Europe as initiated by Martin Luther in
1517 and quickly developing into a multifarious spectrum of fundamental theological
movements. Although the initial success of Lutheran thought was in the German states, the
Reform Movements, quickly fragmenting into more radical and socially revolutionary
sections, the most significant of which was Calvinism, which stressed the primacy of God
and the right of resistance to ungodly kings. In the Low Countries, these thoughts did not fall
in a vacuum, but they fell upon a people who were already quite literate and urbanised,
already goaded into the spur of the "Devotio Moderna" (a local movement of personal piety)
and of Christian humanism, which had long been preached by Erasmus of Rotterdam, the
critic of church corruption. As early as the 1540s and 50s, however, Calvinism in particular
started to burn down the smokestacks of Flanders and the commercial ports of Holland,
providing an alternative to the hierarchical Catholic society in the form of a disciplined,
community-based one. The movement in the Seventeen Provinces was, in contrast to the
reformations proposed by the state in England or some of Germany, a grassroots movement,
frequently nourished by the so-called hedge preachings, which were conducted in the open
countryside to avoid the wrath of the authorities.

f.Conflict and the Inquisition

A bottom-up Reformation that, unlike in England, was state-driven, changed the religious life
of the Seventeen Provinces, which saw the viral transmission of Lutheran and, more
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importantly, Calvinist theology among the urban classes of merchants and artisans. This
change was no longer just a question of personal belief but was a direct confrontation to the
centralizing power of the Habsburg who considered religious homogeneity as the only means
of keeping the empire steady. On the accession of Philip II to the throne the war was
intensified by the new king making of the Reformation a criminal uprising and enacting the
so-called Placards--harsh royal ordinances according to which the mere ownership of the
Protestant books became a punishable offense. This gave rise to a localized and much
despised variant of the Inquisition in the Lowlands that circumvented the local secular courts
and disregarded the old-time privileges of the cities which enabled the state to arrest and
execute its own citizens with the approvals of its local counterparts. This rivalry escalated to
a fever pitch in the Beeldenstorm of 1566, in which the iconoclastic riots caused the
destruction of the Catholic art in the provinces, which gave the Spanish Crown the
opportunity to dispatch the Duke of Alba and his own Council of Troubles to start the
program of restoring order by executing people in masses. The politicization of the
Inquisition into a political and religious purge weapon, therefore, allowed the government of
the day to effectively sever the social contract with the Seventeen Provinces, and turned a
theological argument into an existential survival war, which would ultimately amount to the
permanent fracturing of the Low Countries.

g.Beeldenstorm: The Iconoclastic Fury

The Beeldenstorm or the Iconoclastic Fury was the tipping point of 1566 which changed a
boiling religious and political crisis into an irreversible wave of revolution. It had its origin in
August in the industrial centres of Flanders, through the hot-blooded hedge preaching, which
saw Reformed ministers denouncing the use of statues and art in the Catholic Church as
idolatry which was blinding the faithful to the word of God. It had only begun with local
outbreaks; but within a very short time regular masses of Calvinists, in many cases aided by
local artisans, even some of the lower nobility, swept through the Seventeen Provinces,
ransacking cathedrals and monasteries to break the stained glass, knock over the altars, and
destroy valuable religious relics. Although the Spanish crown interpreted them as senseless
rioting and sacrilege, to most of the participants themselves the Beeldenstorm was a ritualistic
cleansing of the soil and a political protest against the religious policies of the heavy-handed
Habsburg. The most well-known case was the one in the Cathedral of Our Lady in Antwerp
when the interior of the magnificent building was destroyed; it was the indication to the
world that the Catholic monopoly on the Low Countries was broken. but the wrath of the
iconoclasts furnished Philip II with a moral justification such as to permit him to disregard all
constitutional privileges and despatched an enormous army under the Duke of Alba to
tranquilize the situation. Such scorched-earth policy of the Spanish--regarding the whole
territory as a nest of heretics--effectively destroyed all hope of a peaceful compromise, and
compelled the native population to face either complete submission to Spain or a war to
complete emancipation.
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h.Formation of the Council of Troubles

The council of Blood, or rather the constitution of the Council of Troubles, in 1567, heralded
the ultimate death of the negotiation of the Burgundian type, and the start of a bloody military
occupation. After the fiasco of the Beeldenstorm, King Philip II sent the Duke of Alba to the
Netherlands, with a seasoned Spaniards army in force and an order to override all of the local
authorities and customary privileges in order to bring Catholic order back together. When
Alba arrived in Brussels he set up this remarkable court to hunt down and rebuke everyone
who had engaged in the iconoclasm or was suspected of having Protestant tendencies.
Nevertheless, the scope of the Council was soon broadened considerably beyond the religious
opposition; it turned into a political axe which could be turned against the local authorities to
decapitate them. To the consternation of the whole of Europe, the Council not only
apprehended and ultimately executed the greatest of the Catholic nobility and the Counts of
Egmont and Hoorn, but also subjected them to a trial, which had never been seen previously,
in the face of long-established service to the Habsburg crown. This deed demonstrated that no
one, be it high or low, faithful or a nonbeliever, was immune to the Spanish "Iron Duke."The
Council was a kind of judicial terror machine which acted with ruthless efficiency, which
fully disregarded the Netherlandish right to be tried by local peers. Thousands of citizens
were called forth; and those who fled had their property seized in order to finance the Spanish
war machine, and those who remained frequently found themselves under the gallows or the
stake. At the dissolution of the Council several years later some more than 1,000 individuals
had been formally condemned to death, and almost 9,000 persons had been condemned as
outlaws, which permanently tarnished the reputation of the Spanish government in the
Lowlands. Instead of pacifying the provinces on which Philip II had hoped to lay his hand,
the Council of Blood was the supreme recruiter of the rebel cause. It persuaded the moderate
nobility and the merchant classes that the King was now a tyrant who had broken his first
oath and this brought the Seventeen Provinces into open and armed conflict with the King
which initiated the Eighty Years War.

1.The Economic Burden and Taxation

The financial pressures of the Habsburg Empire were piled upon the Seventeen Provinces,
and the rich Lowlands appeared to the world as an endless ATM machine to finance its wars
all over the world against France and the Ottoman Empire. This became a crisis under Philip
II, who tried to circumvent the customary States General the representative body with the
legal authority to accept or refuse taxes and levy a succession of direct and centralized taxes.
The most notorious of them was the Tenth Penny, a ten per cent sales duty on goods of trade,
which had been offered by the Duke of Alba in 1569. To a part of the world whose livelihood
solely depended on the high-frequency purchase and sale of cloth, grain, and spices, this was
regarded as an economic death penalty which would reduce every merchant of Antwerp to

10
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Amsterdam to bankruptcy. The failure of the provinces to pay combined with a sequence of
disastrous floods and the interruption of the important Baltic grain trade was a storm of
misery. As the Spanish government retaliated by bilging costly alien troops into individual
residences and confiscating the properties of those who opposed the novel taxes, the
economic complaint gave way to a religious war. The tax revolt showed that it was not only
the soul-saving interest of the Spanish, but the life blood of the Netherlandish economy that
was being sucked, and the rich city elites were left to finance rebel armies such as the Sea
Beggars, who would later kick the Spanish out.

5.Key Parties

a.Spanish Side

1. Leadership

On the Spanish side of the Eighty Years’ War, leadership formed the foundation of the entire
war effort. The conflict began under Philip II of Spain, one of the most powerful monarchs of
the sixteenth century. He ruled a vast global empire that included Spain, large parts of Italy,
territories in the Americas, and the Netherlands. Philip believed strongly in centralized royal
authority and saw challenges in the Low Countries as both rebellion and disobedience to
legitimate rule. After his death, his successors, Philip III and Philip IV, continued the
struggle, determined to preserve Spain’s authority and prestige in Europe

i1.Military Forces

Spain’s military strength was centered on the highly disciplined Army of Flanders, which
became one of the most professional fighting forces of its time. This army included Spanish,
Italian, and German soldiers and was commanded by experienced generals such as the Duke
of Alba and Alexander Farnese. Spain relied heavily on siege warfare, fortified cities, and
carefully organized infantry formations. In the early decades of the conflict, Spanish forces
achieved important victories and regained control of much of the southern Netherlands.
However, the long supply lines from Spain and the constant need for funding made sustained
warfare extremely difficult.

iii.Religious Motivation

Religion was another essential component of Spain’s position. As a staunchly Catholic
monarchy, Spain saw the spread of Protestantism in the Netherlands as a serious threat. The
Spanish crown believed it had a divine duty to defend Catholic unity. Protestant movements,
especially Calvinism, were treated not only as religious error but as rebellion against God and
king. Strict enforcement of religious conformity, including persecution and harsh
punishments, was intended to restore order but instead deepened resentment and resistance
among many inhabitants of the northern provinces.

1v.Political & Economic Goals

11
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Politically and economically, the Netherlands were too valuable for Spain to lose easily. The
region contained prosperous trading cities such as Antwerp and was central to European
commerce. Taxes from the area supported the Spanish crown’s broader imperial ambitions.
Losing the Netherlands would weaken Spain financially and strategically, particularly
because the territory also served as a military base for projecting Spanish power into northern
Europe. For Spain, maintaining control was therefore about protecting both wealth and
influence.

v.Challenges Spain Faced

Despite these motivations, Spain faced enormous challenges. The war lasted eighty years,
draining financial and military resources. Spain was simultaneously involved in other major
conflicts, including struggles against England and the Ottoman Empire, and later the wider
European conflict that overlapped with the final phase of the Dutch revolt. Repeated state
bankruptcies weakened Spain’s ability to pay its troops, sometimes leading to mutinies. Over
time, the combination of military overstretch, financial exhaustion, and growing international
opposition made it impossible for Spain to fully defeat the Dutch rebels. The conflict
eventually ended in 1648 with the Peace of Westphalia, where Spain formally recognized
Dutch independence, marking a significant turning point in European power politics.

b. Dutch Rebel Side

1.Leadership

On the Dutch rebel side of the Eighty Years’ War, leadership played a crucial role in
transforming scattered resistance into an organized independence movement. The central
early figure was William the Silent, also known as William of Orange. Although he had
originally served under Spanish authority, he gradually became the leading defender of
provincial rights and religious tolerance in the Netherlands. He united nobles, urban elites,
and Protestant groups against Spanish centralization. Even after his assassination in 1584, the
rebellion continued under new leaders, especially Maurice of Nassau, while political
coordination increasingly came through the States General of the Netherlands.

ii.Religious Motivation

Religion was an important driving force behind the revolt. Many rebels were Calvinist
Protestants who opposed the Catholic policies of Philip II of Spain. They rejected the
persecution of Protestants and the enforcement of religious uniformity. However, the
rebellion was not purely religious. Some Catholic nobles also resisted Spanish rule because
they opposed heavy taxation and the loss of traditional local privileges. This broader political
dissatisfaction helped widen support for the revolt beyond strictly Protestant groups.

iii.Military Forces
Militarily, the Dutch rebels adapted creatively to their circumstances. At first, they were
weaker than the experienced Spanish forces, but they used geography to their advantage. By

12
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deliberately flooding low-lying land, they blocked Spanish troop movements and protected
key cities. Over time, under commanders such as Maurice of Nassau, the Dutch army
introduced military reforms that improved discipline, training, and battlefield tactics. At sea,
Dutch privateers known as the Sea Beggars attacked Spanish ships and disrupted supply
lines. The growing Dutch merchant fleet also provided financial strength and eventually
developed into a powerful navy.

iv.Political & Economic Goals

Politically and economically, the northern provinces sought greater autonomy and protection
of their long-standing rights. The Netherlands had a strong tradition of local self-government,
with cities and provinces accustomed to managing their own affairs. In 1581, the rebels
formally renounced Philip II’s authority through the Act of Abjuration, effectively declaring
independence. This step led to the formation of the Dutch Republic, also known as the United
Provinces. Unlike Spain’s centralized monarchy, the new republic was decentralized, with
significant power remaining in the hands of provincial governments and merchant elites

v.Foreign Support

Foreign support played a crucial role in the survival and eventual success of the Dutch rebels
during the Eighty Years’ War. Although the revolt began as an internal uprising against
Spanish rule, it gradually became part of a wider European struggle against Habsburg
dominance. Several foreign powers, motivated by political, religious, and strategic interests,
chose to assist the Dutch cause.

One of the most important supporters was England, especially under the rule of Elizabeth I.
England, a Protestant nation, viewed Catholic Spain as its main rival. Spanish control of the
Netherlands posed both a religious threat and a direct military danger, since the region lay
just across the English Channel. In 1585, England formally intervened by signing the Treaty
of Nonsuch, sending troops and financial aid to assist the Dutch rebels. English soldiers
fought alongside Dutch forces, and English naval power helped counter Spanish influence at
sea. This rivalry later escalated into open war between England and Spain, including the
failed Spanish Armada of 1588.

Another significant supporter was France. Although France was initially cautious because of
its own internal religious conflicts, it increasingly saw Spain as a geopolitical rival. By the
1630s, during the later stages of the war and in connection with the broader European
conflict, France directly opposed Spain. French involvement weakened Spanish military
strength and divided its attention, indirectly strengthening the Dutch position.

In addition to England and France, various Protestant German states within the Holy Roman
Empire offered sympathy and occasional assistance to the Dutch rebels. Since the conflict
overlapped with the wider religious and political struggles of Central Europe, especially
during the Thirty Years’ War, opposition to Habsburg power became a shared interest among
several European actors.

13
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These foreign alliances transformed the Dutch revolt from a regional rebellion into an
international conflict. External military aid, financial assistance, and naval cooperation were
essential in preventing Spain from crushing the uprising in its early stages. Over time, this
international dimension shifted the balance of power and contributed significantly to the
recognition of Dutch independence at the Peace of Westphalia in 1648.

c.Other Important Participants

i.France

France initially stayed out of the early Dutch revolt due to its own internal wars but later
joined against Spain in the 1630s under Louis XIII of France and Cardinal Richelieu. French
troops and financial support helped the Dutch rebels, diverted Spanish resources, and
weakened Habsburg power, contributing to Spain eventually recognizing Dutch independence
in the Peace of Westphalia.

ii.England

England supported the Dutch rebels mainly to weaken Catholic Spain and protect its own
interests. Under Elizabeth I, England sent troops, money, and naval aid, including the Sea
Beggars, to fight alongside the Dutch. This support helped the rebels resist Spanish attacks,
tied down Spanish resources, and turned the revolt into a broader European conflict,
contributing to the eventual recognition of Dutch independence in the Peace of Westphalia.

iii.Holy Roman Empire

Several German states within the Holy Roman Empire indirectly supported the Dutch rebels,
mainly for religious and political reasons. Many Protestant princes opposed Catholic
Habsburg Spain, seeing the revolt as part of a wider struggle against Spanish dominance.
While not fully unified, some provided troops, financial aid, or safe passage for Dutch forces.
This support helped the rebels resist Spain and tied Spanish resources to multiple fronts,
contributing to Dutch independence recognized in the Peace of Westphalia.

d.Key Internal Alliances/ Union

1.Union Of Arras

The Union of Arras (1579) was an alliance of southern Catholic provinces in the Low
Countries during the Eighty Years” War.They stayed loyal to Spain and supported King Philip
IT of Spain. Their main goal was to protect Catholicism and keep their local privileges under
Spanish rule.They rejected the northern Protestant rebellion and made peace with Spain,
helping Spain maintain control over the southern Netherlands.

i1.Union Of Utrecht
The Union of Utrecht (1579) was an alliance of northern provinces in the Low Countries
during the Eighty Years” War.They united against Spain and opposed the rule of Philip II of

14
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Spain. Their main goal was to defend Protestantism and protect their political autonomy from
Spanish control.The Union of Utrecht became the foundation of the Dutch Republic, which
later gained independence from Spain.

iii.Union Of Brussels

The Union of Brussels (1577) was an agreement between several northern and southern
provinces in the Low Countries during the Eighty Years’ War.Its main goal was to unite the
provinces against the presence of Spanish troops and demand the restoration of their
traditional rights. Unlike later unions, it initially included both Catholic and Protestant
provinces.However, religious and political differences between the north and south caused
the union to weaken and eventually split, leading to the formation of the Union of Arras
(pro-Spanish) and the Union of Utrecht (anti-Spanish).

6.Political Situation of The Lowlands
a.The Religious Split

The last and irreparable division that transformed a unified political uprising into a
new geographical and cultural boundary between the North and the South was the Religious
Split of the Seventeen Provinces. As the earliest opposition to Spain had witnessed the
Catholics and Protestants combating jointly to protect their "Ancient Liberties" so the
radicalization of the Calvinists of the north provinces, the chief of which were Holland and
Zeeland, now commenced operations to estrange the conservative Catholic nobility of the
south, such as that of the Artois and Hainaut. The tension within caused a splitting point in
1579 when the southern provinces, which were terrified of a tyranny of Protestants, and the
complete annihilation of the Catholic Church, separation with the rebel cause, and they
formed the Union of Arras to express the restoration of their faith and traditional rights. The
northern provinces and some large Flemish towns responded to this by signing the Union of
Utrecht, which was an alliance of military-political subordination, to resist the Spanish, but
which promised the Protestants a religious freedom that would be achieved, in effect, by the
blueprint of the new Protestant-dominated state. This great population movement deprived
the Southern Netherlands (modern Belgium) both of a merchant elite and intellectual class
and stimulated the Golden Age of the newly-formed Dutch Republic in the North and
established the South as a citadel of the Counter-Reformation. The border that emerged was
not merely a military line of demarcation, but a theological trench which has marked the
European politics over centuries, turning what used to be a whole Burgundian core into two
separate states with entirely different religious, economic, and political identities.

b.Act of Abjuration

One of the most radical legal documents ever created in Western history, the Act of
Abjuration (the Plakkaat van Verlatinghe), which had been signed in 1581, was the official
declaration of independence of the Northern Provinces. Based on the political theory of Right
of Resistance, the Dutch States-General took the unheard of action of formally replacing
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King Philip II of Spain in the belief that a king is not a tyrant ordained by God but a servant
of the citizens. The document had a well known statement that when a prince does not serve
his people, he is oppressing his people and he is treading on the feet of their ancient customs
and freedoms and as such, the people are legally and morally abjured of their oath of
allegiance to the prince.It was not only a military revolt; it was a complete judicial divorce
which took the sovereign power in its place the collective sovereignty of the provinces as
such. The Act of Abjuration gave the Dutch Republic its constitutional basis, the rejection, in
express terms, of the Divine Right of Kings, in favor of a contractual conception of
government. It has rocked the royal courts of Europe and has offered a direct intellectual
guide that would have an impact in the English Bill of rights and ultimately the American
Declaration of Independence. The Act changed a civil riot into a full-fledged war between
two independent states, which permanently cut-off the northern Lowlands of the Spanish
Crown, and established the foundations of a new, independent nation founded on the
protection of ancient independence.

c.The Resistance of the Nobles(The Gueux)

This Resistance of the Nobles, and the consequent rise of the Gueux (the Beggars),
was the first really serious flaw in the facade of Spanish power, and changed the protest of
mute murmur to the protest of organized political resistance. In 1566, the Compromise of
Nobles consisted of about 400 small aristocrats, under the leadership of people such as
Hendrik van Brederode and Louis of Nassau, and they marched to the palace in Brussels,
with a request to the Regent, Margaret of Parma, to terminate the Inquisition and restore their
traditional privileges. On this occasion when a terrified Margaret caught a glimpse of the
huge mass of armed noblemen, one of her advisors whispered to her that they were to have no
fear, that they were nothing but beggars (ce ne sont que des gueux). The nobles took the
insult as a badge of honor and instead of being offended they adopted the name The Beggars
and dressed up and ate out of the rough grey cloth and wooden bowls of mendicants to show
their poverty before the face of Spanish confiscations.This was an important move since it
was a demonstration that the rebellion was not a mere peasant riot but a stand on principle by
the very class that was supposed to be enforcing the laws of the King. The Land Beggars
concentrated on political petitions and demonstrations, but in no long time the movement had
shifted to the sea, where the Sea Beggars (Watergeuzen) had been formed as a powerful
paramilitary group of exiled nobles, seamen, and pirates. These Beggars existed on the border
of the law, plaguing the Spanish shipping, and finally seizing the port of Brielle in 1572,
affording the rebel camp the first territorial base. The fact that the word Gueux, formerly a
slur, was turned into a cry of freedom was taken as the psychological background of the
uprising, the high-born and the common people were united by one and rebellious definition
against the foreign oppression.

d.The Distant King
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The vision of the Distant King was the psychological and administrative point which
essentially tore the relationship between Philip II and his people in the Low Countries. In
contrast to his father, Charles v who was a native son, born in Ghent, and master of local
polder-model of negotiation, Philip was considered a cold, Spanish speaking outsider who did
not have a visceral relationship with the land. With the departure to Spain in 1559, Philip
never again saw the Netherlands, but governed this very complicated, urbanized land by
correspondence, through the lonely palace of El Escorial, near Madrid. This physical and
emotional distance created a dangerous vacuum between the King and the reports which were
sternly and slowly delivered to him, and in a small group of Spanish advisors who perceived
the local tradition of local "privileges" and religious tolerance as a sign of weakness that had
to be stamped out. The Dutch and Flemish elites could not believe that a king who failed to
walk their streets or speak their tongue could possibly comprehend their requirements; a
paper king who looked at the Seventeen Provinces as a no more than a bunch of tax receipts
and a battleground in their religious wars. This was a distance that was practically
dehumanizing to the monarchy and thus the rebels justified the Act of Abjuration much
easier. They alleged that the King had lost touch with his own people, became a stranger to
them since he was no longer physically and emotionally close, but was a tyrant who would
give a decree upon a distant land as opposed to a father of his children. This detachment
made the conflict not an internal conflict, but the war of national liberation against an alien
colonizer, and preconditioned the emergence of a republic, which would never again put its
trust into one distant and remote master.

e.Absolutisms clash with old privileges

The legal and philosophical conflict that led to the revolt was the clash between the
Spanish Absolutism and the Ancient Privileges. Since centuries, the Seventeen Provinces had
been ruled by a tradition of the so-called constitutional, in which the authority of the
sovereign was conditional. The oldest of these was the Blijde Inkomst (Joyous Entry) of
Brabant, a charter which had it expressly provided that in case the ruler should fail to obey
the laws or customs of the land, the people should then no longer have to serve him. The
politics of the Lowlands was based on this form of government, which was characterized as a
contractual form, with the local nobility and the city councils constantly ensuring that justice,
trade, and taxation were governed only by them and were not confused with his divine
purpose of electing Philip II. The King to Philip was the sole law giver and there was nothing
that could be separated about his command over his people. He was replacing the local
aristocrats who were entitled to these privileges by birth with Spanish-trained bureaucrats,
Spanish-trained professional jurists to the Council of State on purpose. In his effort to
centralize the legal system, restructure the Church, and without the approval of the
States-General to impose taxes, Philip was essentially declaring the ancient charters nihil,
thereby creating the impression of a political change, but an illegal act of tyranny in the eyes
of the Dutch and Flemish elites. The nobles who were led by William the Silent, said that
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they were not rebels; instead he said Philip was the rebel since he had sworn his coronation
oath to observe the law of the land. This radical difference of opinion as to the seat of power,
whether in the individual of the King or in the statutes of the Provinces, changed a succession
of provincial outcryings into a constitutional struggle to the death, ultimately into the
formation of the Dutch Republic as an outright protest against absolute monarchy.

f.Dutch search for a new governor

The Dutch search for a new governor was a time of desperate attempts at diplomacy,
which followed the Act of Abjuration, with the rebel provinces unable to contemplate a
kingdom without a king. The States-General, assured that they should have an international
protector to give them military assistance against the Spanish, and that they must have a royal
protector, first applied to Francis, Duke of Anjou, the brother of the French king. The move
of Anjou to assume absolute power by force through the French Fury in Antwerp was
however disastrous since it resulted in his shameful retreat. After the assassination of William
the Silent the Dutch approached Queen Elizabeth I of England, who refused the sovereignty
in person, but despatched her favourite, the Earl of Leicester, to serve as Governor-General.
The reign of Leicester was no better; his efforts to curtail trade and consolidate power did not
go hand in hand with the strong merchant elites of Holland, and ultimately resulting in his
resignation in disgrace in 1587. These military disasters with alien saviors caused a political
revelation of the first order: the provinces saw that they were already in charge of their own
provincial States. By 1588 they had given up all attempts at finding a king and changed to be
a monarchical uprising, and became the Dutch Republic, a distinctive state, the so-called
accident state, with a system of checks and balances to distribute power among administrators
and the military command of the House of Orange.

7.Role of Foreign Powers

The engagement of external powers changed the Dutch Revolt into a civil war that
expanded over the world and determined the foreign policies of England, France, and the
Holy Roman Empire almost a century. England was the most regular, though reserved, ally of
the rebels. Queen Elizabeth I saw a Spanish-controlled Netherlands as a loaded pistol,
pointing to the English Channel, and thus getting her to do covert financing and subsequently
thousands of troops under the Treaty of Nonsuch. This was the main cause of the Spanish
Armada of 1588, which was the recognition of Philip II that he could never really subdue the
Dutch without first disempowering their English life support. In the meantime the role of
France was more cynical, as being a Catholic country, the French crown so often financed the
Protestant Dutch rebels, that they could weaken their most powerful opponent, the
Habsburgs. This led to the latter phases of the war whereby France became a party in the war
directly and thus the war became a theatre of the wider thirty years war. The Holy Roman
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Empire was hardly any different, since the so-called Spanish Road, the military supply path
overland route connecting Italy and the Lowlands, crossed its lands, forcing German princes
to decide between serving the empire and the profitable practice of accommodating (or
barring) Spanish armies. After all, it was not only the strength of the Dutch Republic that
ensured its survival, it happened that it became the crucial buffer state, and all other European
powers used it to avoid the realization of complete continental hegemony by the Spanish
Empire.

8.Important Figures

a.Spanish Government

1.Philip II. of Spain

Philip II of Spain (1527-1598) was King of Spain from 1556 to 1598. He ruled one of the
largest empires in the world at the time, including Spain, parts of Italy, the Americas, and the
Netherlands. He was a strong Catholic and wanted to stop the spread of Protestantism.Philip
II’s harsh rule and defense of Catholicism helped start and prolong the Eighty Years’ War.

i1.Philip III. of Spain

Philip III of Spain (1578—-1621) was King of Spain from 1598 to 1621. He was the son of
Philip II of Spain.Philip III ruled during a time of decline, relied heavily on advisers, and
made decisions that weakened Spain’s economy and influence.

ii1.Philip IV. of Spain

Philip IV of Spain (1605-1665) was King of Spain from 1621 to 1665. He was the son of
Philip III of Spain. During his reign, Spain’s power continued to decline.Philip IV continued
the war against the Dutch, but Spain became exhausted and eventually had to accept the
Netherlands’ independence.

IV. The Duke of Alba (The Iron Duke)

The Iron Duke was dispatched by Philip II to wring the neck of the rising rebellion with an
iron fist. An institution he had founded, the Council of Blood, and had thousands of persons
put to death, such as the Counts of Egmont and Hoorn.

V.Alexander farnese (Duke of Parma)
Generally regarded as the greatest general of the time. He was a great diplomat and he

managed to reunite the Southern Provinces to Spain with the Union of Arras and he had also
managed to recapture Antwerp in the year 1585.
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VI.Ambrogino Spinola

A Genoese banker who funded campaigns by Spain using his own family fortune. He was
the great antagonist of Maurice of Nassau, and remembered as the protracted three years
Siege of Ostend.

b. Dutch Rebels

i.Frederick Henry Of Orange

Frederick Henry, Prince of Orange (1584—1647) was a Dutch leader and military commander
during the Eighty Years” War. He was the son of William the Silent.Frederick Henry was one
of the most important Dutch military leaders who helped the Netherlands defeat Spain and
move toward full independence.

ii.William Of Orange

William the Silent (1533-1584), also called William of Orange, was the main leader of the
Dutch revolt against Spain and is known as the “Father of the Dutch Nation.”He led the
Dutch provinces in their rebellion against Philip II of Spain.He opposed Spanish rule, high
taxes, and persecution of Protestants.

He helped unite the northern provinces against Spain.In 1581, the Dutch formally rejected
Philip II as their ruler (Act of Abjuration).He was assassinated in 1584. William of Orange
started and led the Dutch fight for independence from Spain during the Eighty Years’ War.

iii.Henry Of Navarre

Henry IV of France (1553-1610), also called Henry of Navarre, was King of France from
1589 to 1610. He was a Protestant (Huguenot) who later converted to Catholicism to unify
France.Henry IV was indirectly involved in the war.He supported the Dutch rebels against
Spain by providing financial and military help.His support helped the Dutch resist Spanish
forces and continue their fight for independence.Henry of Navarre was a French king who
aided the Dutch in their revolt against Spain, strengthening their struggle in the Eighty Years’
War.

iv.Maurice Of Nassau

Maurice of Nassau (1567-1625) was the son of William the Silent and a leading Dutch
military commander during the Eighty Years’ War.Served as stadtholder and captain-general
of the Dutch army.Reformed the Dutch army using new military techniques (siege warfare,
disciplined formations). Won major victories against the Spanish, including capturing Breda
in 1590.Strengthened the organization and effectiveness of the Dutch forces, helping secure
independence for the northern provinces. Maurice of Nassau was a brilliant Dutch general
who modernized the army and won key battles against Spain, advancing the Dutch fight for
independence.
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v.Johan van Oldenbarnevelt

Johan van Oldenbarnevelt (1547-1619) was a Dutch statesman and political leader during the
Eighty Years” War.He was the key political leader of the Dutch Republic, managing its
administration and diplomacy.Negotiated with foreign powers, including France and England,
to gain support for the Dutch against Spain.He helped organize and fund the Dutch army
under Maurice of Nassau.Advocated for Dutch independence and played a major role in the
Twelve Years’ Truce (1609-1621) with Spain.Later, he clashed with Prince Maurice over
political power and was executed in 1619.Johan van Oldenbarnevelt was the political
mastermind who managed the Dutch war effort and diplomacy, helping secure temporary
peace and strengthen independence from Spain.

vi.Robert Dudley

Robert Dudley (1532—-1588) was an English nobleman, a close friend and favourite of Queen
Elizabeth I of England. He was powerful at court, a soldier, and later a military leader. In
1585, Elizabeth sent him with English troops to the Netherlands to help the Dutch rebels fight
Spanish rule. He became Governor-General of the Dutch forces (though this was
controversial and beyond what the Queen wanted). His military campaign was largely
unsuccessful because of poor planning and lack of support, and he was recalled to England in
1587.

vii.Jacob van Heemskerck

Jacob van Heemskerck (1567-1607) was a Dutch naval commander and admiral during the
Eighty Years’ War.He served in the Dutch navy against Spain, helping protect Dutch trade
and coasts.In 1607, he led the Dutch fleet in the Battle of Gibraltar, where he destroyed a
major Spanish fleet, a decisive victory for the Dutch.His leadership boosted Dutch naval
power and disrupted Spanish control at sea.

viii.Piet Hein

Piet Hein (1577-1629) was a Dutch naval officer and privateer during the Eighty Years’
War.He commanded the Dutch navy against Spain, especially in the Caribbean and along
Spanish shipping routes.In 1628, he famously captured the Spanish treasure fleet carrying
silver from the Americas, a huge blow to Spain and a major gain for the Dutch Republic.He
helped secure Dutch control of trade routes and weaken Spanish finances during the war.

ix.Hugo Grotius

Hugo Grotius (1583—1645) was a Dutch lawyer, philosopher, and diplomat, known as the
“father of international law.”He served the Dutch government as a diplomat during the
war.He helped negotiate and justify Dutch actions against Spain in legal and moral terms.He
wrote “De Jure Belli ac Pacis” (On the Law of War and Peace), laying foundations for
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international law, including rules about war and the sea, which was important for the Dutch in
their fight for independence and maritime trade.

x.Francis Drake

Francis Drake (1540-1596) was an English sea captain, privateer, and explorer.He supported
the Dutch rebels against Spain by attacking Spanish ships and ports.Participated in naval
raids in the Caribbean and along the Spanish coast, disrupting Spain’s finances and military
supply lines.He worked with English forces to weaken Spain, indirectly helping the Dutch
struggle for independence.

xi.Simon Stevin

Simon Stevin (1548—-1620) was a Flemish mathematician, engineer, and military advisor from
the Netherlands.He applied mathematics and engineering to improve Dutch fortifications and
military defenses.Helped design stronger forts and siege techniques to defend Dutch cities
against Spanish attacks.His work made the Dutch army and cities more resilient during the
war.

xii.Adriaan Pauw

Adriaan Pauw (1585-1653) was a Dutch politician and diplomat of the Dutch Republic.He
served as a Dutch negotiator in the later stages of the war.Played a key role in negotiating the
Peace of Miinster (1648), which officially ended the Eighty Years” War.Helped secure formal
recognition of Dutch independence from Spain.

xiii.Count Louis Of Nassau

Louis of Nassau (1538—-1574) was a Dutch nobleman and the younger brother of William the
Silent.He was one of the early leaders of the Dutch revolt against Spanish rule.

Commanded Dutch rebel forces in several battles against Spain, including the Battle of
Heiligerlee (1568), which was the first major Dutch victory.Helped organize and inspire the
northern provinces to resist Spanish control.Died in battle in 1574 during the fight against
Spanish forces.

c.Other Important Figures

1.Cornelis de Houtman

Cornelis de Houtman (1565-1599) was a Dutch explorer and navigator, famous for opening a
sea route from Europe to Indonesia.Indirect involvement: He didn’t fight in battles of the war
itself.His voyages in 1595-1597 helped the Dutch gain access to the spice trade, which
provided money and resources that strengthened the Dutch Republic against Spain.His
expeditions were part of the broader Dutch effort to challenge Spanish and Portuguese power
worldwide.
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ii.Queen Elizabeth of England: She was wary but was allied to the Dutch under the Treaty of
Nonsuch, because any Netherlands within the control of the Spaniards was a direct menace to
the security of the English.

iii.Robert Dudley, Earl of Leicester: the favourite of Elizabeth, who was despatched to take
command of the English forces in the Netherlands. His bid to govern as a
"Governor-General" was unsuccessful, but his presence meant the war would be
internationalized.

IV.Francis, duke of Anjou: The prince of France invited by the Dutch to be their ruler. His
ill-fated French Fury raid to occupy Antwerp destroyed the ambitions of the French to
administer the Lowlands.

V.Cardinal Richelieu: The French Chief Minister who at the same time being a Catholic
leader had financed the rebels of the Dutch later in the war (during the Thirty Years war
phase) in order to break the Habsburg Ring around France.

9. Military Innovations and Geographical Strategies

The Eighty Years' War was a revolutionary period in the history of conflict, and the
end of the medieval knightly warfare and the onset of the Military Revolution of early
modern times. The distinctive geography of the Low Countries, which was water-logged, led
to both the Spanish and the Dutch innovating, creating new technologies and tactics which
would come to characterize the next 200 years of European warfare.

a.The Revolution in the Army: Firearms and Infantries.

The heavy cavalry was put in the shade and the disciplined and gunpowder-based
infantry emerged in the war. The Dutch under the leadership of Maurice of Nassau learnt the
ancient Roman strategies to transform the way soldiers went to war. They also invented the
countermarch, in which the ranks of musketeers used to fire and then turn around to reload,
forming a continuous force of muskets being fired as a volley. To do so, the Dutch army was
the first one to introduce the standardized training and regular drilling, making a motley crew
of rebels a machine. This was buttressed by the development of the matchlock and later the
flintlock musket which was the main killers in the battle field.

b.Trace Italienne and Science of Siege Warfare.

Since the Low Countries were tightly located with cities of great wealth, the war was
not fought in the open field, but behind the great stone walls. The older medieval tall walls
were found easy to be smashed by the new and mighty cannons and the Trace Italiene or the
Star Fort came into the picture. These defences were low, thick and filled with earth and had
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forms of protruding bastions to enable the creation of what we would term as crossfiring
areas by the defenders leaving no blind areas to the attackers. It turned into a mathematical
game of trenches as the Spaniards and Dutch created advanced methods of sapping, the
method used by the engineers to create zigzag trenches towards the walls so that the Spanish
soldiers could avoid defensive fire and bring the mines (explosives) underneath the bastions
of the enemy.

c.Geographical Strategy: Power of the Polders.

The most obvious characteristic of the war was the adoption of terrain as a weapon.
The Dutch applied their knowledge in hydraulic engineering, the skills that they had applied
in construction of polders (land reclaimed by the sea) to protect their land. In one of these
plans, called Inundation, the Dutch used to deliberately burst their dikes and sluice gates in
order to submerge the lowlands. This made a water line, too deep to be crossed by Spanish
infantry and heavy wagons, and too shallow to be crossed by large war-ship. The masters of
land warfare, the Spanish, were, as is best known, paralyzed by a topography that actually
turned into a swamp overnight, most famously at Leyden in 1574 when the Sea Beggars
sailed across the flooded fields to save the besieged city where it was starving.

d.Ship as a Fortress and Maritime Supremacy.

Whereas the Spanish took over the land, the Dutch republic took over the sea. The
Fluyt was a very efficient cargo ship invented by the Dutch, which necessitated few people to
operate it and could transport huge quantities of supplies, which financed the war itself. To
battle, they introduced the Man-o'-War, by heavy broadside of guns, to scuttle the enemy
ships at a distance instead of following the ancient method of ramming and boarding,
introduced in the Mediterranean. Their naval policy revolved around Guerre des Course
(commerce raiding) in which the Sea Beggars and subsequently the Dutch Navy raided
Spanish silver fleets in an organized manner, and destroyed the supply lines of the Spanish
Road. This naval supremacy enabled the Dutch to evade any blockade of their own lands and
keep using the global trade routes which enabled them to afford to remain in the war far
beyond the Spanish treasury had exhausted its coffers.

e.Logistics of the Spanish Road

Spanish naval strength was met by the Dutch naval power in a geographical miracle
known as the Spanish Road. Due to frequent blockades of the English Channel by the Dutch
and the English fleets, the Spanish were forced to cross more than 1,000 kilometers of
Northern Italy, Alps and the Netherlands on foot with their "Tercios" (elite infantry units).
This demanded an immense logistical structure of supply bases, alliances with local dukes
and unbelievable stamina. Whether the Spanish would continue to maintain this overland
arteries open or the Dutch and their allies would cut it, effectively starving the Spanish front
lines with lack of reinforcements, was often a matter of life and death in the battle of the war.
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10. Peace Negotiations and Resolutions
a.The Pacification of Ghent (1576)

It was the major effort at a unified peace in the Seventeen Provinces. The Catholic
and Protestant provinces laid aside their religious antagonisms, temporarily after the Spanish
Fury in Antwerp, where the unpaid Spanish soldiers had pillaged the city, and they united in a
crusade. They put their signatures on the pacification of Ghent which required the Spanish
soldiers to withdraw and the persecution against religion to cease. But this harmony did not
last long, and the radicalism of the northern Calvinists soon terrified the southern Catholic
nobility into the Spanish King.

b.The Twelve Years' Truce (1609-1621)

At the turn of the century, the Spanish treasury, as well as the Dutch economy, were
crippling due to the very cost of the war. The Twelve Years Truce was one of the pivotal
diplomatic advances which gave a much needed respite. Although technically, as it was not a
permanent peace treaty but a ceasefire, it nevertheless accorded de facto status to the Dutch
Republic as a sovereign state. In the twelve years, the Dutch were very productive during
which they formed the Dutch East India Company (VOC) and solidified their position as a
world trade force; the Spanish used the time to consolidate what they had left in the South.

c.The Failed Peace of Cologne and Breda

A number of peace feelers were sent during the 1620s-30s, the most significant one
being the Peace of Cologne. Spain regularly offered peace under the condition that the Dutch
should go back to the Catholic Church and accept the sovereignty of the King as a reward of
trade. The Dutch, who became rich and self-confident, never agreed to any offer that did not
involve the complete independence and freedom of religion. Such unsuccessful resolutions
guaranteed that the war would later be combined with the even greater and more destructive
Thirty Years War that was going on within the Holy Roman Empire.

d.The Peace of Munster (1648)

The eventual resolution was incorporated in the huge peace of Westphalia which
brought to an end the thirty years war, as well as the eighty years war. The United Provinces
of the Netherlands were last and officially recognized as a free and sovereign state in the
Peace of Munster by Spain. The treaty forever separated the Low Countries: the North was
the independent Dutch Republic and the South was the Spanish Netherlands (modern-day
Belgium). The resolution re-established the frontiers of Europe and marked the termination of
the dream of universal Catholic empire on the part of the Habsburg.

11. Summarized Timeline of the Events
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1555 - 1568

Religious tensions mount in the Netherlands in response to Philip II's edict and the imposition

of the Inquisition.

1556

Philip II of Spain issues his Edict of 1556, a continuation of Charles V's 1550 Edict,
outlawing Protestant sects, books, preaching, and meetings in the Netherlands.

1566

Protestants in the Netherlands engage in the Beeldenstorm ("Statue Storm") destroying
Catholic iconography.

1567

The Duke of Alba persecutes Protestants under Philip II's edict; thousands are executed.
1568 - 1648

The Eighty Years' War in the Netherlands.

1568

Montmorency and Egmont executed; William the Silent flees to the Holy Roman Empire;
War begins.

1609 - 1621

Twelve Years' Truce; Netherlands becomes a major European power.

1621 - 1648

Hostilities resume until concluded by the Peace of Westphalia.
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