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It’s Great to be a Commodore!



Striking A True Chord

FROM OUR PRESIDENT

DAN TRUE
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Who We Are, and Why It  Matters

As we move through this year together,  I ’ve been ref lect ing on what t ru ly def ines the
Minneapol is Commodores. Not just  our music,  not  just  our history,  but the deeper
character of  th is chapter — the part  that  is fe l t  more than i t  is  seen. In recent months,
I ’ve had the pr iv i lege of  watching our chorus demonstrate,  again and again,  the qual i t ies
that make us who we are:  commitment,  camarader ie,  and a genuine desire to welcome
others into something meaningful .

The Minneapol is Commodores are,  at  their  heart ,  a mult i ‑generat ional  barbershop chorus
rooted in the Twin Ci t ies and strengthened by decades of  shared exper ience. We are a
group of  men who come together each week not only to s ing, but to uphold a legacy of
harmony, fe l lowship,  and service.  Our cul ture is shaped by humor,  k indness, and the
steady bel ief  that  every voice — whether brand ‑new or seasoned by years on the r isers —
contr ibutes to the fabr ic of  our sound.

This ident i ty is not accidental .  I t  has been bui l t  over t ime by members who show up,
support  one another,  and carry forward tradi t ions that matter.  I t  is  reinforced by the way
we greet guests,  the way we encourage new singers,  and the way we treat each other
with respect and good humor.  I t  is  v is ib le in our performances, our community work,  and
the way we represent barbershop harmony throughout the region.
But perhaps most important ly,  our ident i ty is sustained by the simple t ruth that every
member plays a role in shaping the future of  th is chapter.  The strength of  the
Commodores has never rested solely wi th a board,  a commit tee, or a handful  of  leaders.
I t  rests wi th al l  of  us — every man who stands on the r isers,  every volunteer who lends a
hand, every s inger who takes a moment to welcome someone new.
As we cont inue our work th is year,  I  encourage each of  you to carry that  ident i ty forward.
Share your story.  Invi te someone who might enjoy what we enjoy.  Offer a warm welcome
to the next guest who walks through the door.  These smal l  act ions,  repeated consistent ly,
are what keep our chapter v ibrant and growing.

We are a chorus def ined not only by the music we make, but by the community we bui ld.
And that community is strongest when each of  us takes ownership of  i t  — with pr ide,  wi th
purpose, and with the same spir i t  that  has sustained the Commodores for generat ions.
Thank you for the way you show up. Thank you for the way you support  one another.  And
thank you for helping ensure that the Minneapol is Commodores remain a place where
harmony, fe l lowship,  and service cont inue to thr ive.



   Director’s Corner With
Jamye Casperson
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Many singers th ink tha t  once you’ve been singing for decades, you’ve learned ever ything
there is to learn.  But the t ruth is,  your best s inging isn’ t  a f in ish l ine wi th a t rophy. I t  is
momentum—
 

Momentum as growth — the steady unfolding of  new ski l ls,  new confidence.
Momentum as cur iosi ty — the spark tha t  asks “What else can my voice do?”
Momentum as resi l ience — the abi l i ty  to adapt as your voice evolves.
Momentum as inspira t ion — the creat ive fuel  tha t  keeps singing joyful
Momentum as commitment — the choice to keep showing up for your craf t

 
Stay open to the idea that your voice can keep improving, no matter how long you’ve been
singing. Great s ingers never stop explor ing—they keep studying, keep refin ing,  keep
discover ing new corners of  their  sound. I t ’s  the same reason professional  a thletes rely on
coaches throughout their  careers:  g rowth doesn’ t  stop when you’re good; i t  accelera tes
when you stay cur ious.  
 
Taking lessons doesn’ t  mean you’re lacking something. I t  means you’re growing. Somewhere
along the way, people star ted trea t ing “ learning” l ike a remedia l  act iv i ty,  as i f  lessons are
only for  beginners or people who are struggl ing.  But the t ruth is,  the most confident,
capable s ingers are the ones who stay open to guidance. They know that an outside ear can
catch things they can’ t  hear themselves. They know that g rowth is a choice,  not a phase.
 
Chorus rehearsals are fantast ic for  ensemble ski l ls—blending, tuning, t iming, dict ion,
l is tening across the group. But they’re not designed to focus on your voice.  That ’s where
indiv idual  study comes in.  Pr iva te lessons give you the space to explore your own
technique, your own ar t istr y,  your own vocal  heal th.  One sett ing bui lds the col lect ive;  the
other bui lds the indiv idual .  A wel l ‑ rounded singer needs both.
 
In the end, the s ingers who keep learning are the ones who keep growing. They don’ t  set t le
or shr ink back; they stay cur ious,  open, and a l ive to what their  voices can st i l l  become. They
know the joy of  s inging isn’ t  about being “ f in ished”—it ’s about discover ing new strength,
new resonance, new confidence a t  ever y age. And i f  you ask any great s inger how they stay
great,  they’ l l  te l l  you the same truth:  they keep learning.

I f  You’re Finished Learning, You’re Finished Growing



A few months ago, Debbie and I  got  the chance to see one of  my l i fe long musical  heroes, Herbie
Hancock, perform with a group of  h ighly exper imental  and unbel ievably ta lented music ians. This
group was, as Jerry Garcia would have said,  WAY out there!  They would start  c lassic tunes and
then noodle their  way into some of the wi ldest  extended jams I ’ve ever heard.  I t ’s  as i f  they
opened up a window to the universe and just  harvested whatever notes f loated into that  theater
from some other realm of  consciousness.
 
Midway through that t ranscendent event,  a thought hi t  me: The band had no wri t ten sheet music.
They decided what to play next based on mood, audience and band vibe, and emot ion. They used
a combinat ion of  known and exper imental  instruments.  They tapped into the f low, and they al lowed
the harmony and inharmonici ty to lead us al l  to strange and new musical  f ront iers.
 
And this means we were the only people in the history of  the wor ld that  would ever hear that
music that  way. 

 
L ive music is magic!

 
Our goal ,  obviously,  is  not to purposeful ly channel  the Hancock brand of  improvisat ional  chaos.
We Commodores l is ten to learning tracks,  read and memorize music,  and rehearse weekly to learn
how to s ing the same things the same way at  the same t ime. We have world-class directors and
coaches who help us s ing together,  breathe together,  cut  off  together,  shape vowels together,  and
come together.
 
When we work at  i t ;  when we real ly l is ten and learn;  when we trust  our leaders and each other,  we
get c loser to the cr isp precis ion that makes every chord r ing and goose pimples appear.  I  know I ’m
not the only one who loves and craves more of  those moments when music and energy col l ide and
our evenings /  performances /  convent ion sets become transcendant.
 
But the Commodores are also a group that taps into l ive magic.  Our age di fferences, at tendance
patterns,  pract ice regimens, indiv idual  commit tment to blend and rhythm and sect ion sound, and
even factors l ike voice heal th,  re lat ive temperature,  and barometr ic pressure ensure that though
we work towards perfect ion,  we unleash new non-repeatable music into the wor ld every t ime we
sing together.
 
Thank you for al lowing me to be part  of  th is magic.  Every convent ion,  every show, every
performance, every Tuesday is special .  New. Thank you for helping me come al ive every t ime I  get
to s ing wi th th is great group. I t  is ,  t ru ly,  Great to be a Commodore!

 

Mason’s MusingsMason’s Musings

FROM OUR IMMEDIATE
PAST-PRESIDENT
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The Commodores name Tony Mason 2026
Barbershopper of  the Year

On June 2 ,  a t  Mancini ’s Char House, the Commodores named Tony Mason  our 2026 BOTY.
Enter tainment was provided by,  appropr ia tely enough, Elevator Music,  s ince three of  the four
members belong to Tony’s fami ly,  and the four th our venerable Director,  Jamye Casperson .   We
also acknowledged our fami l ies and fr iends who provide the suppor t  and encouragement to keep
this wonderful  organiza t ion moving forward.   Addi t ional ly,  we honored a lengthly l is t  of  50+ year
Commodore members,  a few of  whom were present,  and took the oppor tuni ty to engage in a l i t t le
tag singing. A great t ime was had by a l l  but  I  suspect not qui te as great as the Mason fami ly.

n d

YouMancini ’s

Tony Mason addresses his legions of  fans.

Elevator Music
Sarah Spedding, Grace Mason, Jamye

Casperson, Debbie Mason

The Mason Family
 Dad must have been otherwise

occupied and missed the picture.
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A Little More BOTY

Hal l  Pass
Dave Bechard, Tony Mason, Dave

Casperson, and Paul Wigley 
Rick Anderson, Jim Foy, Chuck

Guthrie,  Dick Riemenschneider -
A l i t t le af ter-dinner tagging with 207

years of Barbershop Harmony Society
membership between them. WOW!

 “The Night is St i l l  Young”
Three from the Ear Doctors quartet  (TJ

Striblen, Harly Lentz,  and Morgan
Baumbach )  s inging with long-t ime

Commodore Al Machinsky
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Jim Richards Chord Candy

Reprinted from earlier versions of the CHORD-INATOR in memory of our great friend, consummate
Barbershopper, mentor, BHS Society President, and International Senior Quartet Champion with

Grandma’s Beaus -  Jim Richards

While J im’s tag select ions are always fun and interest ing,  the BHS history lesson that
goes along with them make these “must reads” (and of  course “must s ing” as wel l ) .  He
ment ions Joe Connelly  who is now considered “ the most decorated and inf luent ia l  lead
in history” and Tony DeRosa  who wasn’ t  at  the t ime this was wri t ten but now is a 5-t ime
Internat ional  Quartet  Champion.



Around Town
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Commodore Participants Some familiar faces in the crowd

A few more familiar faces
The winner of the “I Can’t Stop Smiling

Because Music Makes Me Happy
Award” - Dave Bechard, directing

“Everybody Loves Somebody”.

The Northern Pines Harmony Brigade show was held on May 2nd.  As always the Commodores were very
well represented with 11 members, including multiple members in the 1 , 2 , and 3  place quartets (Ben
Wanggaard, Dave Bechard, Harly Lentz, Andy Richards, and Tony Mason). Tony Mason was also the
winner of the Spirit Award which is voted on and presented by all the other attendees. Dan True did his
usual fine job of MCing the Saturday evening show.

st nd rd



Around Town
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The Minneapolis Commodores found an open month on our calendar and rather than take a break from singing, a
foreign concept indeed, decided to stage a somewhat old fashioned Parade of Quartets.  Quartets from the
Commodores, some with temporary replacements, some spur of the moment (“hey let’s put on a show”), along with
several from other Twin Cities chapters as well as the chorus and MCX, performed for a very enthusiastic audience.
Everyone had a great deal of fun, so much so that there might be a repeat in our future.  

Thanks to Dave Bechard’s tutelage and
support ,  JAKT, a quartet  f rom Blaine High
School ,  was scheduled to s ing on the show.  
Unfortunately two of  the members weren’ t  able
to make i t  so J and Keegan  (Bass & Bar i )  took
the opportuni ty to s ing some tags af terwords.
From al l  appearances i t  was  f i re  (ask your
grandkids what that  means) as they sang very
wel l  wi th Bill  Walkowski,  Lee Wyland,  and
several  others who were wait ing  to tag- in.    

Bandit
Nick Serrecchia,  Zach Rolfs,

Jay Carey, Jonathan Rolfs

 Southern Rim 
Dave Day, Kaden

Ofstad, Ken
Wentworth, Dave

Casperson 

                  Frostbi te
In a f inal  performance tune-up
before s inging on the BHS
Internat ional  Stage in St.  Louis -
Seth Olson,  Oliver Nicholson ,
David Friedges,  and TJ Striblen



Around Town

Swearing in the Minneapol is Commodore Board Members
Dick Riemenschneider,  Harly Lentz,  Tony Mason, Dave Casperson, Bil l  Walkowski,  Oliver

Nicholson, Bil l  Albrecht,  Neal Mortenson. 
 

Not pictured: President Dan True  who was administer ing the oath,  Steve Grady, and
Andy Richards  

Dave Wall  wi th our
Commodore fr iend Bob

Ostergaard  who was back in
town for our show.
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Harvey Weiss  get t ing a gent le
reminder that  the tenors are over

on stage r ight .

Our Afterglow at  the Yard
House and yes you can order
a yard of  beer as one of  our

members can at test  to.

A few more from the Parade of  Quartets show

Invest i ture of  the 2026 Commodore Board Members



(From our President Daniel  True)

Please jo in me in congra tula t ing Frostbi te Quar tet  for  earning a 15th-place fin ish in the
NextGen Varsi ty Quar tet  Compet i t ion f ina ls.  This is an outstanding achievement,  and we
are incredibly proud of  the way they represented both the Minneapol is Commodores and
the Land O’ Lakes Distr ict  on an internat ional  stage.

Frostbi te is Oliver Nicholson, TJ Striblen, Seth Olson ,  and David Friedges .  Whi le two
members of  Frostbi te s ing wi th the Commodores, the quar tet  a lso inc ludes two outstanding
singers f rom elsewhere in the Land O’ Lakes Distr ict .  Their  combined ta lent and teamwork
ref lect  the best of  our regional  Barbershop community.  Together,  they showed what
col labora t ion,  f r iendship,  and shared purpose can look l ike when young singers br ing their
best to the Barbershop wor ld.
Their  music ianship,  character,  and commitment ref lect  the va lues we str ive to uphold as a
chapter.  They car r ied our name with integr i ty,  and they demonstra ted the strength of
cross ‑chapter connect ion tha t keeps our Barbershop community v ibrant.

Please take a moment to congra tula te these young men. They made the Commodores
proud. We can’ t  wai t  to see what they do next.

Around Town and “Outta” Town
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The Commodores take a short  break dur ing rehearsal  to watch Frostbi te
perform on the Internat ional  Stage.



Markin’ Time

Fútbol & Generations In Harmony

There’s an athlet ic event being staged at  the moment that  is being fol lowed with great
ant ic ipat ion by many people around the world.  And i t ’s  not,  as some of you have already
assumed, the upcoming July 18 World Snai l  Racing Championship in Congham, UK.  Of course
i t ’s the World Cup of  Fútbol  (Copa Mundial)  that  is providing great entertainment even i f  you’re
not a soccer fan.   The every-four-years event is put on by FIFA which, given the amount of
money f lowing into the pockets of  th is organizat ion,  might stand for “Ful ly Involved in F leecing
A l l ” .   Perhaps a bi t  unfair  however the compet i t ion has been compel l ing (st i l l  going on at  the
t ime of  th is wr i t ing) and I  found some interest ing thoughts that seem to connect th is event
qui te wel l  to our own musical  wor ld.    

The coach of  the U.S. Team is Mauric io Pochett ino,  who seems to have that unique abi l i ty  to
pul l  together and create a very good team from a group of  disparate indiv iduals.  We know
quite wel l  what th is looks l ike s ince local ly we have seen Cheryl  Reeve do exact ly the same
thing t ime af ter t ime  (you know I  had to include a song reference) wi th the WNBA’s Minnesota
Lynx.  

Mauric io shares a bel ief  that  a great team is more than a col lect ion of  indiv iduals.  In his words
i t  is ,  “a state of  mind, dist inguished by i ts special  aura,  a col lect ive conf idence and joy that al l
of  i ts members share . ”   To me that sounds a lot  l ike our own Commodore exper ience.  And
whi le we may not share the same goal  of  becoming a world champion, our team (community)
does have i t ’s  own special  aura that celebrates the shared joy of  s inging and belonging.
Maybe this is best understood through the Commodores char i table program, our mission as i t
were,  “Generat ions in Harmony ” :

     “The Generat ions in Harmony program empowers al l  people to discover,  develop, and
      share the joy of  s inging by connect ing voices across the ages.  Through support ,
      educat ion,  and opportuni ty,  we sustain a l iv ing legacy of  harmony that inspires
      communit ies today and for generat ions to come.”    

Even i f  Coach Pochett ino had Lionel  Messi  on his team, the widely acknowledged “best player
in the world”,  he would understand that a winning aura doesn’ t  come from a single indiv idual .
I t  comes from a strong team of indiv iduals wi th varying ski l ls  and abi l i t ies,  each commit ted to
empowering the people around them, everyone “s inging” their  part .
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Bill Albrecht’s 
Craft Corner
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Words We Tend to Clip and How to Fix Them



Just For Fun
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All copy and photos herein without a
byline as well as those opinions and
commentaries under their byline, are the
sole responsibility of the CHORD-INATOR
Editor and do not necessarily reflect the
views of the Minneapolis Chapter Board, its
officers, or the Barbershop Harmony
Society.

Minneapolis Chapter
Quartet Contacts

BOMP:  
     Mark Ortenburger....... 952.250.0968

CINEMATIX: 
     Steve Grady............... 952.334.7500

EAR DOCTORS & FROSTBITE  
     TJ Striblen  ................ 224.306.9950
 
HALL PASS: 
     Dave Casperson  ....... 651.247.6319

JUST ONE MORE: 
     Nate Weimer  ............ 316.204.8756

SWYPE:  
     Mark Bloomquist  ...... 612.325.9349

Mark Ortenburger, Bulletin Editor 
10466 W Riverview Dr
Eden Prairie, MN. 55347
(952) 942-8382
markortenburger@gmail.com

 UPCOMING EVENTS

Aug 11       Como Park BBS Show
                  Como Park, St. Paul
Sep 12       Commodores Annual Show
                  Minnehaha Academy
Oct 17        LOL District Convention
                  Bloomington, MN
Dec 12       Annual Holiday Show
                  Minnehaha Academy

                     July, 2027
Barbershop Harmony Society

International Convention 
Minneapolis, MN
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The Commodores meet
 every Tuesday at 7 pm

Oak Knoll Lutheran Church
600 Hopkins Crossroad, Minnetonka 55305

Guests are welcome but please contact us
in advance so we can meet you at the door

(Neal Mortenson nmortenson@usfamily.net) 

The Chord-Inator is available on the
Minneapolis Commodores website

commodores.groupanizer.com
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