
O n Ma rc h 29 , a  g roup  of women left the  O reg on Sta te  C a p itol to b eg in a  re la y- style  c ross
c ountry wa lk to Wa shing ton D.C . to sp otlig ht ong oing  a tta c ks on women’s rig hts. 

th

The wa lk is b e ing  sp ea rhea d ed  b y Emily Wa ug h, who wa s joined  b y her mother, Amy Pec k, in
the  ea rly sta g es of the  wa lk. Wa ug h, a n O reg on mother of two, wa s fee ling  overwhelmed  a nd
a ng ry b y the  news. “We a s women a re  und er a tta c k in this c ountry. O ur rig hts a re  b e ing  rip p e d
out from und er our feet, a nd  our a b users a re  b e ing  p rotec ted  b y our g overnment,” Wa ug h sa id .
Thoug h she ha d  b een volunteering  in her c ommunity, showing  up  to p rotests, a nd  c onta c ting
her rep resenta tives, she  wa s overc ome with a  d esp era te  need  to d o something  more.

Disma yed  b y the  rea liza tion tha t Interna tiona l Women’s Da y seemed  to b e  p a ssing  a lmost
e ntire ly unnotic ed  this yea r, Wa ug h rea c hed  her b rea king  p oint. “Where  is the  g ia nt ma rc h?
Where  a re  the  throng s of a ng ry women?  I know they exist, I ha ve  to b e lieve  b y the  hund red s of
thousa nd s.” 

It wa s then tha t she  ha d  the  id ea  for a  c ross- c ountry wa lk on D.C . “Honestly, a t fi rst I wa nted
to p ull a  Forrest G ump , a nd  just wa lk out my front d oor a nd  not stop  unti l  I g ot to D.C .,” she
sa id . She q uic kly d ismissed  tha t id ea  a s log istic a lly imp ossib le , a s most p eop le , inc lud ing
Wa ug h, would  not b e  a b le  to lea ve  home for the  extend ed  p eriod  of time nec essa ry for suc h a
journey, no ma tter how imp orta nt the  c a use. Sti l l , she  c ould n’t let i t g o, a nd  when she rea lized
tha t a  re la y- style  event would  solve  tha t c ha lleng e, the  Women’s Wa lk Ac ross Americ a  wa s
b orn.

The wa lk le ft from the  O reg on Sta te  C a p itol in Sa lem on Ma rc h 29 , nea r the  end  of Women’s
History Month a nd  ha s c ontinued  for over 350  miles a s of Ap ri l  27 , g a ining  the  p a rtic ip a tion of
more  tha n 20  p eop le . “We’re  sa ying  we won’t b e  kep t in this sma ll b ox of your
a c knowled g ment. As Women’s History Month wa s end ing , we wa nted  the  world  to know tha t
we’re  only just g etting  sta rted ,” Wa ug h sa id . Peop le  a re  enc oura g ed  to join a t a ny p oint a nd
for a ny leng th of time. It wi ll  ta ke  a  li ttle  over 20 0  d a ys to c ross from the  O reg on C a p itol to
the  step s of the  United  Sta tes C a p itol, p utting  them in D.C . in mid - O c tob er. “O ne of the  b ig
g oa ls is to d ra w a ttention to the  c ritic a l mid term e lec tions,” sa ys Wa ug h.

O nc e in D.C ., they p la n to hold  a  ra lly. “We wa nt to sta nd  in front of the  p olitic ia ns a s a n
und enia b le  forc e, a nd  remind  them tha t they ig nore  us a t the ir own d etriment, a nd  then hea d
home to vote .” The wa lk is exp ec ted  to g a in a ttention a nd  wa lkers a s they g o. “We a ntic ip a te
the  c rowd  size  g rowing  a s we p a ss throug h ma jor c ities a nd  na tura lly d wind ling  throug h
q uieter stretc hes.” There  a re  no restric tions or l imita tions to p a rtic ip a te  b eyond  some sa fety
p rec a utions in the  ea rly sta g es to p rotec t those a lrea d y on the  route . The Wa lk is c urrently
nea ring  Boise, Id a ho.

“I fee l so strong ly -  d eep  d own in the  p rima l c ore  of me -  tha t we need  a  visib le  d emonstra tion
tha t c a nnot b e  ig nored ,” Wa ug h sta ted  a b out the  wa lk. She hop es to insp ire  women into
a c tion, a nd  to te ll  the  g overnment tha t women wi ll  not b e  si lenc ed . To lea rn more  or g et
involved , visit womenswa lka c rossa meric a .c om.
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