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How to Use These Templates
01

Choose Your Format
Select Traditional, Contemporary, or 
Liturgical based on your congregation's 
preference.

02

Review Briefly
Read through the template and leader notes 
(5-10 minutes).

03

Gather Essentials
Ensure you have any necessary materials 
(Bible, candles, communion elements if 
needed).

04

Lead with Confidence
Use the template as your guide throughout the service.

05

Adapt as Needed
Feel free to modify or extend any part of the service to fit your 
context.



TEMPLATE 1: Traditional Sunday Morning Worship
Approximately 60 minutes

5 min Prelude Quiet instrumental music as people gather

3 min Call to Worship Opening scripture and greeting

8 min Opening Hymns 2-3 hymns (choose from favorites)

3 min Invocation Prayer Invite congregation to pray

5 min Scripture Reading Old Testament or Epistle lesson

15 min Sermon/Message Short message based on scripture

3 min Pastoral Prayer Prayers of the people

2 min Offertory Collection with quiet music

5 min Closing Hymn Upbeat sending hymn

2 min Benediction Blessing and dismissal

10 min Postlude Fellowship time



Leader Notes for Template 1
Tips for Traditional Sunday Morning Worship

Preparation
Arrive 15 minutes early to prepare the 
space and greet early arrivals.

Hymn Selection
Choose familiar hymns your 
congregation knows well. Have hymnals 
ready or display lyrics.

Scripture
Select a passage that connects to your 
message. Keep it under 15 verses for 
clarity.

Message Tips
Keep your sermon focused on one main point. Use simple 
language and real-life examples.

Flexibility
If running long, you can shorten the sermon or reduce hymns. 
The key is maintaining a peaceful flow.



TEMPLATE 2: TRADITIONAL EVENING PRAYER
(Approximately 45 minutes)

Time Element Details

3 min Opening Hymn Evening hymn (Abide with Me, Day is Dying in the West)

2 min Call to Prayer Scripture call to evening prayer

10 min Psalm Reading Responsive reading of selected psalms

5 min Silent Prayer Time for personal reflection

8 min Short Homily Brief message of comfort

8 min Prayers of Thanksgiving Thanking God for the day's blessings

3 min Evening Hymn Peaceful closing hymn

2 min Evening Blessing Prayer for safekeeping through the night

2 min Quiet Dismissal Peaceful departure



Leader Notes for Template 2
Tips for Traditional Evening Prayer

Atmosphere
Keep lighting low and warm. Encourage 
a quiet, reflective mood throughout the 
service.

Psalm Reading
Choose from Psalms 4, 23, 91, or 121. 
Leader reads verses, congregation 
responds with refrains.

Silent Prayer
Allow a full 5 minutes of quiet. Invite 
people to offer their own prayers 
silently during this time.

Homily
Keep to 8 minutes. Focus on God's faithfulness and presence in 
daily life.

Thanksgiving
Invite congregation to share brief thanksgivings aloud if they 
feel comfortable.



TEMPLATE 3: Traditional Communion Service
(Approximately 50 minutes)

Time Element Details

5 min Prelude Quiet music for reflection

3 min Call to Worship Opening scripture and welcome

8 min Opening Hymn Hymn of praise

3 min Prayer of Confession Silent and corporate confession

2 min Assurance of Pardon Words of forgiveness

5 min Scripture Reading Gospel or Epistle lesson

12 min Sermon Message on grace and sacrifice

5 min Communion Hymn Hymn of preparation

10 min Holy Communion Words of institution and distribution

3 min Prayer of Thanksgiving Thanks for the meal

3 min Closing Hymn Sending hymn

2 min Benediction Blessing and dismissal



Leader Notes for Template 3
Tips for Traditional Communion Service

Preparation
Ensure all communion elements 
(bread, juice/wine, and serving trays) 
are prepared and set on the table 
before the service begins.

Prayer of Confession
Provide a moment of silent personal 
reflection and confession before 
leading the congregation in a corporate 
prayer of confession.

Communion Words
Use the traditional Words of Institution, 
beginning with 'On the night he was 
betrayed...', to consecrate the 
elements.

Distribution
Decide whether to invite the 
congregation forward or have servers 
distribute elements in the pews. Play 
quiet, reflective music throughout the 
distribution.

After Communion
After all have received communion, 
facilitate a period of silent thanksgiving 
and prayer before proceeding to the 
closing hymn.



Sample Prayers for Communion
Use these or adapt them for your service

Communion Prayer:

'Holy God, we come to this table not because we are worthy, but because we are invited. We remember Christ's sacrifice for us - his 
body broken and his blood poured out. As we receive these elements, may we be renewed in faith and strengthened for service. Make 
us one with Christ and with each other. Amen.'



TEMPLATE 4: TRADITIONAL FUNERAL/MEMORIAL 
SERVICE
(Approximately 45 minutes)

Time Element Details

5 min Prelude Quiet instrumental music

2 min Opening Words Welcome and purpose

5 min Hymn Comfort hymn (How Great Thou Art)

8 min Scripture Readings Psalm 23, John 14:1-6

12 min Message of Hope Sermon on comfort and resurrection

5 min Tribute Time Sharing memories (optional)

3 min Prayer Prayer for family and friends

5 min Closing Hymn Victory hymn (Crown Him with Many Crowns)

2 min Benediction Words of hope and comfort

2 min Postlude Quiet exit music



SAMPLE OPENING WORDS

'We gather today not as those who have no hope, but as those who know the comfort and strength of our loving God. In this time of loss 
and grief, we hold fast to the promise that nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. We come to 
remember, to give thanks, and to find hope in the resurrection.'

SAMPLE CLOSING PRAYER

'O God of comfort and hope, we thank you for the life we celebrate today. As we leave this place, grant us your peace that passes 
understanding. Sustain this family with your grace in the days ahead. Remind us all that death is not the end, but the doorway to eternal 
life with you. Until we meet again, help us to live with faith, hope, and love. Amen.'



Leader Notes for Template 4
Tips for Funeral/Memorial Services

Preparation
Meet with the family beforehand to 
understand their wishes and learn 
about the person who passed away.

Opening
Acknowledge both grief and hope. 
Welcome everyone warmly and explain 
the purpose of gathering together.

Tribute Time
Invite family and friends to share brief 
memories if appropriate. Keep it 
organized and respectful.

Message
Keep to 10-12 minutes. Focus on God's presence in grief, hope 
of resurrection, and comfort for those who are mourning.

Sensitive Language
Use the deceased person's name. Acknowledge the reality of 
loss while pointing to hope and eternal life.



TEMPLATE 5: Contemporary Worship Service
(Approximately 60 minutes)

Time Element Details

5 min Pre-Service Music Upbeat background music as people arrive

3 min Welcome & Announcements Warm greeting and church news

15 min Worship Set 3-4 contemporary worship songs

3 min Opening Prayer Conversational prayer inviting God's presence

5 min Scripture Reading Interactive reading with congregation

20 min Message Practical teaching with real-life examples

5 min Response Song Reflective worship song

3 min Pastoral Prayer Prayers for needs and thanksgiving

3 min Offering Collection with background music

2 min Closing Song Upbeat sending song

2 min Blessing Encouraging words and dismissal



Leader Notes for Template 5
Tips for Contemporary Worship Service

Music
If a band isn't available, use backing 
tracks or an acoustic guitar. Ensure 
lyrics are displayed clearly on screen 
for congregational participation.

Interactive Elements
Engage the congregation with questions 
and brief responses to foster dialogue 
rather than a one-sided presentation.

Welcome
Deliver a warm and authentic welcome. 
Consider sharing a personal story or a 
relevant connection point to build 
rapport.

Message Style
Adopt a conversational tone for the message. Focus on 
practical application and clear next steps for the congregation.

Response Time
Provide ample space for personal reflection after the message. 
Offer an invitation for individuals to come forward for prayer or 
further engagement if they feel led.



Sample Contemporary Prayers
Use these or adapt them for your service

Opening Prayer:

"God, we come with open hearts and hands, ready to receive what you have for us today. Fill this place with your presence. Speak to us 
through your word and through your spirit. We love you and we worship you. Amen."

Pastoral Prayer:

"Father, we pray for our church family. We ask for healing for those who are sick, comfort for those who are grieving, and strength for 
those who are weary. We pray for our community, that we might be a light in the darkness. Use us to make a difference. Amen."



TEMPLATE 6: CONTEMPORARY CAFE STYLE WORSHIP
(Approximately 50 minutes - Informal Setting)

Time Element Details

5 min Gathering Music Acoustic background music

5 min Opening Conversation Casual welcome and check-in

12 min Story & Discussion Share testimony or story

8 min Worship Songs 2-3 intimate songs

10 min Scripture & Discussion Read passage, discuss in small groups

8 min Reflection Guided meditation on theme

5 min Prayer & Blessing Group prayer, individual prayer as needed



Leader Notes for Template 6
Tips for Cafe Style Worship

Setting
Arrange chairs in a circle or small 
groups. Have coffee and tea available. 
Create a relaxed, comfortable 
atmosphere.

Conversation
Begin with casual conversation. Ask 
people about the highs and lows of their 
week.

Story Time
Share a personal story, testimony, or 
modern parable that relates to the 
theme of the day.

Discussion Groups
Break into small groups of 3-5 people to discuss scripture 
questions together.

Reflection
Guide quiet reflection time with 2-3 questions for personal 
meditation.



SAMPLE DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Scripture: Choose a short passage (5-10 verses).

Questions to ask:

What stands out to you in this passage?

How does this relate to your life right now?

What might God be saying to you through this?

How can we pray for each other based on what we've heard?

SAMPLE REFLECTION GUIDE

Theme - Finding Peace:

'Take a moment to breathe deeply. Consider: Where do you need peace in your life right now? What would it look like to surrender that 
to God today? Imagine placing that worry or burden into God's capable hands. Feel his presence with you now.'



TEMPLATE 7: Contemporary Interactive Worship
(Approximately 65 minutes - Youth Friendly)

Time Element Details

5 min Energetic Welcome High-energy greeting and ice breaker

12 min Worship Set 3-4 upbeat contemporary songs

5 min Interactive Game Quick activity related to theme

3 min Video or Testimony Short video clip or personal story

5 min Scripture Exploration Interactive Bible reading

18 min Message Engaging teaching with visuals

5 min Small Group Discussion Break into groups to discuss

5 min Response Activity Creative response (art, prayer stations, etc.)

5 min Worship Response Reflective worship song

2 min Challenge & Blessing Weekly challenge and send-off



Leader Notes for Template 7
Tips for Interactive Worship

Environment
Make the room awesome with cool lights and 
screens. Have comfy spots to sit and enough 
space for everyone to move and hang out.

Icebreaker Ideas
Try fun games to start, like 'Two Truths and a Lie,' 
'Would You Rather,' or a quick team game.

Scripture Drama
Ask some volunteers to act out a Bible story. Keep 
it quick and fun so everyone stays interested.

Talk Style
When you speak, tell personal stories. Use examples that fit what teens are 
going through and show them how the message helps their real life.

Small Groups
Break into small groups, maybe by age or gender. Make sure the leaders have 
discussion questions ready beforehand.

SAMPLE ICEBREAKER QUESTIONS
What's the best thing that happened to you this week?

If you could have any superpower, what would it be?

What's your favorite worship song and why?

How can we pray for you specifically this week?

SAMPLE TALK OUTLINE - 'Dealing with Doubt'
Hook: Share a time when you doubted or questioned your faith.

Book: Read and discuss John 20:24-29 (Doubting Thomas).

Look: Even the disciples had doubts. Jesus met Thomas in his doubt with grace.

Took: It's okay to have questions. Bring your doubts to God. He can handle them.

Application: What questions do you have for God? Write them down and pray about them this week.



TEMPLATE 8: LITURGICAL HOLY EUCHARIST
(Approximately 70 minutes - Rite II Style)

Time Element Details

5 min Processional Hymn Opening hymn

3 min Collect for Purity Almighty God, to you all hearts are open...

5 min Summary of the Law Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ says...

5 min Kyrie & Gloria Lord have mercy upon us...

5 min Collect of the Day Prayer for the Sunday/season

8 min Old Testament Lesson First reading

3 min Psalm Gradual psalm

5 min New Testament Lesson Second reading

8 min Gospel Reading from the Gospels

15 min Sermon Homily on the readings

5 min Nicene Creed We believe in one God...

8 min Prayers of the People Intercessions

10 min Holy Communion Distribution

3 min Post-Communion Prayer Thanksgiving

2 min Blessing Priestly blessing



Leader Notes for Template 8
Tips for Liturgical Holy Eucharist

Vestments
If available, wear appropriate liturgical vestments. If not, simple 
and dignified attire works fine.

Liturgical Movement
Process in if possible. Use appropriate gestures like signing the 
cross and bowing.

Readings
Follow the lectionary for the Sunday or season. Have readers 
prepared in advance.

Eucharistic Prayer
Use the traditional words of institution. Speak clearly and 
reverently.

Distribution
Invite people forward row by row. Have assistants help if 
needed.

Pace
Don't rush through the liturgy. Allow time for reverence and 
reflection.



TEMPLATE 9: LITURGICAL MORNING PRAYER
(Approximately 40 minutes - Office Style)

Time Element Details

3 min Opening Sentence Opening scripture verse

5 min Confession General Confession and Absolution

8 min Psalmody Morning psalms (Psalm 95 or 100)

8 min Old Testament Lesson First reading

5 min Magnificat My soul doth magnify the Lord...

5 min New Testament Lesson Second reading

3 min Nunc Dimittis Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace...

5 min Apostles' Creed I believe in God, the Father almighty...

5 min Lord's Prayer Our Father, who art in heaven...

5 min Collects & Prayers Prayer for the day and intercessions

2 min Grace The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ...



Leader Notes for Template 9
Tips for Liturgical Morning Prayer

Setting
Can be used in a chapel, small church, 
or even outdoors. Keep the atmosphere 
simple and reverent.

Canticles
The Magnificat (Song of Mary) and 
Nunc Dimittis (Song of Simeon) are 
traditional canticles for morning prayer.

Psalmody
Use a responsorial format - the leader 
reads verses, and the congregation 
responds with refrains.

Intercessions
Use a structured form: pray for the Church, for the world, for 
those in need, and for the local community.

Flexibility
This service can be shortened or expanded based on the time 
you have available.



Sample Texts for Morning Prayer
Use these or adapt them for your service
Opening Sentence:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. OR Almighty God, we thank you for the gift of this new day. As 
we gather in your presence, open our hearts to hear your word and guide our steps according to your will.

General Confession:

Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred and strayed from your ways like lost sheep. We have followed too much the devices 
and desires of our own hearts. We have offended against your holy laws. We have left undone those things which we ought to have 
done, and we have done those things which we ought not to have done; and there is no health in us. But you, O Lord, have mercy upon 
us, miserable offenders. Spare those, O God, who confess their faults. Restore those who are penitent; according to your promises 
declared unto all people in Christ Jesus our Lord. Grant that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory of your 
holy Name. Amen.

Closing Grace:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen.



TEMPLATE 10: LITURGICAL SPECIAL OCCASION SERVICE
(Approximately 55 minutes - Adaptable)
This template can be adapted for various special occasions:

Baptism / Confirmation

Wedding Anniversary Celebration

Church Anniversary / Homecoming

Thanksgiving Service

New Year Service

Installation of New Leadership

Time Element Details

5 min Processional Hymn Appropriate to the occasion

3 min Opening Collect Prayer for the specific event

8 min Scripture Readings 2-3 readings related to theme

15 min Address/Sermon Message related to the occasion

5 min Special Ceremony Baptism, vows, recognition, etc.

5 min Hymn of Commitment Response to the ceremony

8 min Intercessions Prayers specific to the occasion

3 min Affirmation Renewal of vows or commitment

2 min Blessing Special blessing for the occasion

3 min Recessional Joyful closing



Adaptation Notes by Occasion
How to customize Template 10

Baptism
Include baptismal vows, sprinkling or 
pouring of water, welcome of new 
member, and a baptismal hymn.

Confirmation
Include renewal of baptismal vows, 
laying on of hands, prayer for the Holy 
Spirit, and blessing of confirmands.

Church Anniversary
Include recognition of church history, 
thanksgiving for God's faithfulness, and 
commitment to future ministry.

Thanksgiving
Focus on gratitude, sharing of blessings, offering of 
thanksgiving gifts, and prayers of gratitude.

New Year
Include reflection on the past year, commitment to the new 
year, prayers for guidance, and setting spiritual goals.



Sample Opening Collects
Prayers for special occasions
For Baptism:

Almighty God, by our baptism into death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ, you turn us from the old life of sin: Grant that all 
who are baptized into his Name may keep the covenant they have made, and boldly confess Jesus as Lord and Savior, who with you 
and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting.

For Church Anniversary:

Gracious Father, we thank you for the faithfulness you have shown to this congregation through the years. As we celebrate your 
goodness to us, make us mindful of our calling to be your people in this place. Renew our commitment to worship, service, and witness, 
that we may continue to be a light in our community. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For New Year:

Eternal God, as we stand at the beginning of a new year, we seek your guidance for the days ahead. Help us to walk in your ways, to 
grow in faith and love, and to serve you faithfully all our days. Grant us wisdom to make choices that honor you, and strength to 
persevere in times of difficulty. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.


