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(& PREPARATION

Pre-Service Preparation and Sacred

Traditions

This funeral planning checklist begins with the
minister arriving early to coordinate with
funeral home staff, ensuring every detail
reflects the reverence this sacred occasion
demands. According to Christian funeral
traditions, the casket should be closed before
the service begins, allowing the gathered
community to focus on the eternal hope we
share rather than the temporal loss we face.

A white funeral pall may be placed over the
casket as a powerful baptismal symbol,
reminding all present that the deceased is
clothed in the righteousness of Christ. This
ancient practice speaks profound truth: the pall
serves as a visible reminder that all people are
equal before God, regardless of earthly status
or accomplishment. In death, we stand equally
in need of grace and equally welcomed into the
Father's house.

As guests arrive, soft instrumental music
should fill the space—creating an atmosphere
of peace and contemplation. This ten-minute
prelude allows mourners to gather their
thoughts, quiet their hearts, and prepare to
encounter God's presence in their grief.

Essential Elements

e Coordinate with funeral
home staff

e Close casket before

service
e Consider white funeral pall

e Musical prelude (10
minutes)

e Review order of worship



The Service Begins: Processional and
Invocation

Opening Processional Greeting

The minister stands at the head of "The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the casket and proclaims: "l am the the love of God, and the fellowship
resurrection and the life, says the of the Holy Spirit be with you all."
Lord. Those who believe in me, even The congregation responds: "And
though they die, will live, and also with you."

everyone who lives and believes in
me will never die." (John 11:25-26)

This Christian funeral service outline provides the foundational structure for the
entire service. The minister continues: "We are gathered here today to remember
and celebrate the life of [Full Name], who entered into eternal rest on [Date]. We
come together as the family of God to find comfort in Scripture, to support one
another in our grief, and to proclaim our hope in the resurrection of Jesus Christ."

"In this time of sorrow, we acknowledge that death is painful. Yet we do not
grieve as those who have no hope, for we believe that Jesus Christ has
conquered death and offers us the promise of eternal life."

These opening words establish the foundation for everything that follows: we
gather not in despair, but in hope. We acknowledge the reality of death while
proclaiming the greater reality of resurrection. The minister then leads the

opening prayer, inviting God's presence to comfort and strengthen all who mourn.



Worship Through Music and Sacred
Hymns

Music plays an essential and irreplaceable role in funeral services, helping
mourners process feelings that are often too deep for words alone. The great
hymns of the faith carry centuries of comfort, theology, and hope—connecting us
to countless generations who have walked through the valley of the shadow of

death before us.

Amazing Grace How Great Thou Itls Well With My  GreatlIs Thy

The most popular Art Soul Faithfulness
funeral hymn, Puts earthly life Written amid Celebrates God's
proclaiming God's into eternal profound unchanging
transforming perspective, lifting suffering, this character and
grace that saves our eyes to the hymn speaks to mercies that are
and sustains us Creator's majesty  faiththatendures new every
through every and faithful love. even when morning, evenin
trial. circumstances darkest grief.
devastate.

Additional meaningful selections include "In the Garden," "In Christ Alone," "On
Eagle's Wings," "Blessed Assurance,’' "Because He Lives,' and "When We All Get to
Heaven." Each hymn serves as both corporate worship and personal meditation,
allowing the gathered community to express faith together while individuals find

their own moments of connection with God.



The Comfort of Scripture

We turn now to God's Word, which brings us comfort and hope in our time of grief. The
Scriptures have sustained believers through millennia of loss, offering divine truth that
transcends our temporary circumstances and points us toward eternal realities.

Psalm 23

"The Lord is my shepherd; | shall not want. He makes me lie down in green
pastures. He leads me beside still waters. He restores my soul. Even though |

1 walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | will fear no evil, for you are
with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me."

The most frequently requested funeral passage, offering profound
assurance of God's faithful presence.

John 14:1-6

"Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. In my
Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so, would | have told you that |

go to prepare a place for you? | am the way, and the truth, and the life."

Jesus speaks directly to our fears, promising preparation and presence in
eternity.

Romans 8:38-39

"Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things
to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation,

will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord."

Paul's triumphant declaration that nothing—not even death itself—can sever
God's love.

After the readings, the minister declares: "This is the Word of the Lord," and the
congregation responds: "Thanks be to God." These ancient words of Scripture become
living comfort, breathing hope into hearts that ache with loss.



LIFE CELEBRATION

Honoring a Life: The Eulogy and Tribute

Following this funeral order of service, the minister introduces this sacred moment: "We gather
not only to mourn but also to celebrate the life God gave us in [Name]. Let us now remember and
give thanks." Christian funerals should honor the deceased authentically while avoiding excessive
praise, focusing instead on their faith, character, relationships, and lasting impact on those they
loved.

Eulogy Framework

Introduction: Begin with basic life details—
birth, place, and the journey between those
dates.

As a Person of Faith: Share specific examples
of how their relationship with Christ shaped
their life and decisions.

As a Family Member: Describe their role and
impact through one or two meaningful stories
that reveal their character.

As aFriend: Let their qualities shine through
the memories others cherish most.

Their Legacy: Conclude by acknowledging
what they leave behind and the hope of
reunion in God's eternal kingdom.

The eulogy typically lasts eight to twelve minutes, striking a careful balance between honoring the
fullness of a life lived and maintaining the service's focus on eternal hope. This is not merely
biography—it is sacred remembrance that connects earthly faithfulness to heavenly promise.
Stories should illustrate character, celebrate relationships, and demonstrate how faith shaped the
deceased person's journey.

[J  While we celebrate their life, we take comfort knowing that their faith in Jesus Christ gives
us confident hope for reunion in God's eternal kingdom, where every tear will be wiped
away and death itself will be no more.



The Pastoral Message: Gospel Hope

The pastoral message focuses on the gospel and resurrection hope rather than a
traditional sermon for a pastor funeral service, typically lasting ten to fifteen
minutes. This is the heart of the Christian funeral service—where we proclaim that
death, though real and painful, has been defeated by Christ.

o

<

The Reality of Death

Death is part of our fallen world.
Romans 5:12 reminds us that death
came through sin. Death is painful—it
separates us from those we love,
tears families apart, and leaves us
aching. We do not minimize this
reality or pretend it doesn't hurt. But
death is not the end of the story.

N

Our Hope

Paul wrote: "We do not grieve as
others do who have no hope." We
grieve deeply, but with confidence
because death is merely a doorway to
eternal life. Those who die in Christ
are in His presence. We will be
reunited with loved ones who died in
faith. God will create a new heaven
and earth where death itself is

destroyed forever.

The Promise of Resurrection

Jesus declared: "l am the resurrection
and the life. Whoever believes in me,
though he die, yet shall he live." When
Jesus spoke these words, He wasn't
offering empty comfort—He was
making a promise backed by His own
victory over death. Paul writes that
Christ has been raised as "the
firstfruits of those who have fallen
asleep.” Because Jesus lives, we too
shall live.

Rl

An Invitation

God loves you and wants you to know
Him. Romans 6:23 declares: "The
wages of sin is death, but the free gift
of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus
our Lord." To receive this gift, believe
in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, and

turn from your sins to follow Him.



Prayers of Commendation and The Lord's Prayer

The minister stands by the casket for this sacred moment, inviting the congregation:
"Let us commend [Name] to the gracious care of God, our Creator and Redeemer." In
Protestant/Evangelical tradition, this prayer is not offered for the dead, nor does it seek
to alter their eternal status. Instead, it is an act of thanksgiving for the life lived and a
confident affirmation of the deceased's secure hope in Jesus Christ. As Hebrews 9:27
declares, "it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment" -
affirming that eternal destiny is sealed at death. For believers, 2 Corinthians 5:8 assures
us, "to be absent from the bodly is to be present with the Lord." We celebrate that
[Name], having believed in Christ, has already "passed from death to life" as promised in
John 5:24.

"Gracious God, into Your hands we joyfully commend Your servant [Full Name]. We
give You thanks for [Name]'s life, for the faith You kindled, the love You expressed
through them, and the hope of salvation You secured through Jesus Christ our Lord.
We rest in the certainty that [Name] is now in Your glorious presence, having received

the imperishable inheritance promised to all who trust in Your Son."

The minister continues: "We thank You, Father, for [Name]'s life, for the love shared, the
joy brought to others, and the faith demonstrated. May this life inspire us to live
faithfully and love deeply. We pray for [Name]'s family—comfort them in grief, surround
them with Your love, strengthen them in the days ahead. Help them know You are near
to the brokenhearted."

The congregation then joins together in the prayer our Savior taught us: "Our
Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth asitis in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and

the glory, forever. Amen."
9

This ancient prayer, spoken by billions of Christians across two millennia, connects us to
the global and historic church. Even in our most personal grief, we are not alone—we
stand with the communion of saints, past and present, who have trusted in the same

Father and proclaimed the same hope.



© GRAVESIDE

Committal Service at the Graveside

The graveside committal service typically lasts ten to fifteen minutes, providing a final

opportunity to entrust the deceased to God's eternal care. This intimate gathering at

the burial site offers closure and sacred space for those closest to the departed.

Opening and Scripture

The minister begins: "Jesus said: 'l am the
resurrection and the life. Whoever
believes in me, though he die, yet shall he
live." (John 11:25)

Scripture readings include 1 Corinthians
15:51-57 on victory over death, or Psalm
103:15-17 on the steadfast love of the
Lord that endures from everlasting to
everlasting.

Words of Committal

"In sure and certain hope of the
resurrection to eternal life through our
Lord Jesus Christ, we commend to
Almighty God our brother/sister [Name],
and we commit [his/her] body to the
ground: Earth to earth, ashes to ashes,
dust to dust."

The minister may place earth on the casket or sprinkle it with water—ancient gestures

connecting us to millennia of believers who have committed their loved ones to God's

keeping. For cremation services, the words are adapted: "We commit [his/her] mortal

remains to their final resting place, trusting in God's promise that death does not have

the final word."

Closing Prayer

"Eternal God, we give You thanks for [Name] and for all Your servants who now rest

in You. Grant that we, with all who have died in the faith of Christ, may sleep in

peace andrise in glory to share in Your eternal kingdom. Through Jesus Christ our

Lord. Amen."

The service concludes with the benediction: "Now may the God of peace be with you

all. The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy

Spirit be with you. Amen." As family and friends depart, they carry both the weight of

loss and the lightness of hope—sorrow and comfort intermingled in the mystery of

Christian grief.



Additional Guidance and Sacred Resources

This funeral program template provides the framework, but funeral services require both careful preparation and pastoral
flexibility. Every service should be personalized to honor the unique life of the deceased while maintaining the theological

integrity that gives Christian funerals their distinctive hope.

Personalization

Meet with the family twenty-four
to forty-eight hours before the
service. Listen carefully to their

stories, their grief, and their hopes
for how the service should honor
their loved one. Balance genuine
grief with resurrection hope—
never minimize loss, but always
point toward Christ.

Timing
Keep the service to forty-five to
sixty minutes. This provides
sufficient time to honor the
deceased, proclaim the gospel,
and minister to mourners without

exhausting grief-weary attendees.

Coordinate all timing details with
the funeral home beforehand.

Psalm...

God's Promise

Cultural Sensitivity

Different traditions express grief
differently. African American
funerals often include longer,

more emotional expression.

Hispanic and Latino services may

incorporate Spanish prayers and

music. Korean and Asian
traditions may observe more
formal protocols. Rural and
Southern communities often
prefer traditional hymns and
language.

"The Lord is near to the brokenhearted and saves the crushed in spirit."

Remember that your presence and genuine care matter far more than perfect execution. Minister with compassion,
proclaim the gospel with confidence, and trust the Holy Spirit to bring comfort to broken hearts. Death is powerful, but

Christ is more powerful still. This is our hope, our message, and our eternal comfort.

[J This service framework draws from established liturgical practices across Reformed, Methodist, Baptist,
Presbyterian, and evangelical traditions, providing time-tested wisdom for ministering to the grieving with both

truth and grace.



Sample Funeral Service Order

Memorial Service for [Name of Deceased]

1 Prelude

2 Processional & Opening Scripture
3 Greeting & Invocation

4 Opening Hymn

5 Scripture Readings

6 Hymn

7 Eulogy & Life Tribute

8 Pastoral Message

9 Hymn

10 Prayers of Commendation
1 The Lord's Prayer

12 Benediction

13 Recessional

Instrumental Music (10 minutes)
John 11:25-26

Minister welcomes congregation
"Amazing Grace"

Psalm 23, John 14:1-6, Romans 8:38-39
"How Great Thou Art"

10-12 minutes

Gospel Hope (15 minutes)

"It Is Well With My Soul"

Minister by casket

Congregation joins together
Closing blessing

Departure

Following the service, family and friends are invited to [location] for a time of fellowship and

remembrance. Graveside committal service will follow for immediate family.



