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Master contemporary worship music with beginner-friendly chord shapes and 

strategic capo placement
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Why Use the G Chord Formation with a Capo?

Beginner-Friendly

G, C, D, Em chords are easy to learn 

and widely used in worship music.

Easy Key Changes

Using a capo allows simple key 

adjustments without learning complex 

barre chords.

Focus on Fundamentals

Perfect for new players to practice 
smooth transitions while singing along.
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G and G/B Chord Comparison

G/B Chord

Understanding the G/B Chord. Source: https://www.til.co/guitar/chords/g-major-over-b

The G/B chord is a G major chord with B as the bass note (lowest note). This creates a smoother bass line when transitioning between 

chords in worship songs.

The key difference is that instead of playing the low E string (which provides a G bass note), you play the A string at the 2nd fret, which is 

a B note. The rest of the chord fingering remains the same as a regular G major chord.

This chord is commonly used in songs like 'Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone)' to create melodic movement in the bass line.

https://www.til.co/guitar/chords/g-major-over-b


SONG 1

"Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone)" 3 Chris 
Tomlin
Chord Details

Core chords: G, C, D, Em

Capo placement: 3rd fret to match original key

Difficulty: Easy, repetitive progression

This iconic worship song features a timeless message of redemption and grace. The 

simple, repetitive chord progression makes it ideal for beginners who want to build 

confidence while playing a meaningful song that resonates with congregations 

worldwide.

Why It's Perfect for Beginners

The chord changes are slow and 

predictable, giving you plenty of time to 

position your fingers. The capo on the 3rd 
fret brings the key up without requiring 

difficult chord shapes.



Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone) - Chord 
Template
Capo: 3rd fret

Key: G (sounds in Bb)

Verse 1:
G                    G/B
Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound
C                G
That saved a wretch like me
G                  G/B
I once was lost, but now I'm found
C           G
Was blind, but now I see

Verse 2:
G                      G/B
'Twas Grace that taught my heart to fear,
C                G
And Grace my fears relieved.
G                    G/B
How precious did that Grace appear
C              G
The hour I first believed.

Chorus:
G                    G/B
My chains are gone, I've been set free;
C                      G
My God, my Savior, has ransomed me.
G                   G/B
And like a flood, His mercy reigns,
Em              D        G
Unending love, Amazing Grace.

Verse 3:
G                  G/B
The Lord has promised good to me,
C              G
His Word my hope secures.
G                    G/B
He will my shield and portion be,
C            G
As long as life endures.

Strumming Pattern: Down, Down-Up, Up-Down-Up (D DU UDU)



SONG 2

"10,000 Reasons (Bless the 
Lord)" 3 Matt Redman

Chord Progression
Core chords: G, D, Em, C

Capo Position
Place capo: 3rd fret

Tempo & Style
Slow tempo and a repetitive chord pattern, ideal for practicing smooth G 

chord changes.

This beloved worship anthem offers beginners ample time for chord 

transitions, making it an excellent choice for developing muscle memory and 

timing.



10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord) - Chord 
Template
Capo: 3rd Fret

Key: G (sounds in Bb)

Chorus:
G
Bless the Lord, O my soul
D
O my soul
Em              C
Worship His holy name
G                    D
Sing like never before
Em      C
O my soul
                D              G
I'll worship Your holy name

Verse 1:
G
The sun comes up, it's a new day dawning
D
It's time to sing Your song again
Em
Whatever may pass and whatever lies before me
C                              D
Let me be singing when the evening comes

Verse 2:
G
You're rich in love and You're slow to anger
D
Your name is great and Your heart is kind
Em
For all Your goodness I will keep on singing
C                                  D
Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find

Verse 3:
G
And on that day when my strength is failing
D
The end draws near and my time has come
Em
Still my soul will sing Your praise unending
C                           D
Ten thousand years and then forevermore

Strumming Pattern: D D DU UDU (slow, steady tempo)



SONG 3

"How Great Is Our God" 3 Chris Tomlin
Chord Breakdown
Core Chords: G, C, D, Em (Em7 and C2 
simplified for beginners)

Capo Placement: 1st fret or leave open for 

an easier singing range

Why This Song Works

This popular anthem features 

straightforward strumming patterns and 
emphasizes the G chord shape throughout, 

making transitions feel natural. The 

simplified chord variations remove 

complexity while maintaining the song's 

powerful worship feel.



How Great Is Our God - Chord Template
Capo: 1st Fret (or open)

Key: G (sounds in G# with capo)

Verse 1:
G
The splendor of the King
                Em
Clothed in majesty
                    C
Let all the earth rejoice
                    D
All the earth rejoice
G
He wraps Himself in light
                      Em
And darkness tries to hide
                   C
And trembles at His voice
                   D
And trembles at His voice

Chorus:
G
How great is our God
                D
Sing with me, how great is our God
    Em                      C
And all will see how great
         D        G

How great is our God

Verse 2:
G
And age to age He stands
                 Em
And time is in His hands
                 C
Beginning and the End
                 D
Beginning and the End
G
The Godhead, three in one
               Em
Father, Spirit, Son
                  C
The Lion and the Lamb
                  D
The Lion and the Lamb

Bridge:
G
Name above all names
D
Worthy of all praise
Em
My heart will sing
C              D
How great is our God

Strumming Pattern: D DU UDU (moderate tempo, emphasize downbeats)



Mighty to Save - Chord Template
Capo: 2nd Fret

Key: G (sounds in A)

Verse 1:
G
Everyone needs compassion
                Em
A love that's never failing
        C
Let mercy fall on me
G
Everyone needs forgiveness
                      Em
The kindness of a Saviour
            C
The hope of nations

Chorus:
G              D
Saviour, He can move the mountains
   Em                C
My God is mighty to save
   G              D
He is mighty to save
G                D
Forever, author of salvation
   Em                   C
He rose and conquered the grave
      G              D
Jesus conquered the grave

Verse 2:
G
So take me as You find me
                 Em
All my fears and failures
        C
Fill my life again
G
I give my life to follow
                    Em
Everything I believe in
         C
Now I surrender

Bridge:
G
Shine Your light and let the whole world see
       D
We're singing for the glory of the risen King
Em    C
Jesus,
C              D
Shine Your light and let the whole world see!

Strumming Pattern: D DU UDU (build energy in chorus)



SONG 5

"Oceans (Where Feet May Fail)" 3 Hillsong 
UNITED
Song Structure

Core chords: G, D, Em, C

Capo placement: 2nd fret

Tempo: Slow, contemplative

This powerful worship ballad features 

gentle chord progressions that build 

gradually. The slow tempo and simple 
chord structure make it perfect for 

beginners to focus on smooth transitions 

while connecting with the song's deep 

spiritual message.



Oceans (Where Feet May Fail) - Chord Template
Capo: 2nd fret

Key: G (sounds in A)

Verse 1:
G
You call me out upon the waters
                Em
The great unknown where feet may fail
C
And there I find You in the mystery
              G
In oceans deep, my faith will stand

Chorus:
C                    G
And I will call upon Your name
C                      G
And keep my eyes above the waves
                 C
When oceans rise, my soul will rest in Your embrace
        G              D        Em
For I am Yours and You are mine

Verse 2:
G
Your grace abounds in deepest waters
                 Em
Your sovereign hand will be my guide
C
Where feet may fail and fear surrounds me
                  G
You've never failed and You won't start now

Bridge:
C
Spirit lead me where my trust is without borders
        G
Let me walk upon the waters
                D
Wherever You would call me
C
Take me deeper than my feet could ever wander
        G
And my faith will be made stronger
              D              Em
In the presence of my Savior

Strumming Pattern: D DU UDU (slow, contemplative with gradual build)



SONG 6

"Goodness of God" 3 Bethel Music

Gentle Tempo
Slow pace allows time for smooth chord 

transitions

Easy Changes
Uses G, C, D, Em with capo on 1st fret

Worship Focus
Simple accompaniment keeps attention on 

the message



Goodness of God - Chord Template
Capo: 1st Fret

Key: G (sounds in G#)

Verse 1:
G
I love You, Lord
                Em
Oh, Your mercy never fails me
        C
All my days, I've been held in Your hands
                                    D
From the moment that I wake up, until I lay my head
        G
I will sing of the goodness of God

Chorus:
C
All my life You have been faithful
G
All my life You have been so, so good
Em
With every breath that I am able
D
I will sing of the goodness of God

Verse 2:
G
I love Your voice
                    Em
You have led me through the fire
              C
In darkest night, You are close like no other
                                      D
I've known You as a Father; I've known You as a Friend
        G
I have lived in the goodness of God

Bridge:
C
Your goodness is running after
        G
It's running after me
C
Your goodness is running after
        Em    D
It's running after me
C
With my life laid down
       G
I'm surrendered now
  Em    D
I give You everything
C
Your goodness is running after
        G
It's running after me

Strumming Pattern: D DU UDU (gentle, flowing tempo)



SONG 7

"Your Love Never Fails" 3 Jesus Culture
Quick Reference
Chords: G, Em, C, D

Capo: 2nd fret

Style: Upbeat rhythm

Focus: Strumming patterns and chord shifts in G formation

Perfect for Practice

This energetic worship song features repetitive chords with an 
upbeat rhythm, making it excellent for practicing consistent 

strumming patterns and developing speed with chord changes.

The G formation remains constant throughout, helping you build 

muscle memory while maintaining an engaging worship 

atmosphere.



Your Love Never Fails - Chord Template
Capo: 2nd fret

Key: G (sounds in A)

Verse 1:
G
Nothing can separate.
Em
Even if I ran away.
C                      D
Your love never fails.

Verse 2:
G
I know I still make mistakes,
Em
But You have new mercies for me every day.
C                      D
Your love never fails.

Chorus:
G
You stay the same through the ages;
Em
Your love never changes.
C
There may be pain in the night,
         D
But joy comes in the morning.
G
And when the oceans rage,
Em
I don't have to be afraid,
C                      D
Because I know that You love me.
C                      D        G
Your love never fails.

Bridge:
Em                C
You make all things work together for my good.
Em                C
You make all things work together for my good.

Strumming Pattern: D DU UDU (upbeat, energetic rhythm)



Tips for Beginners Using G Chord Formation & 
Capo

Practice Slowly
Master chord changes at a slow tempo, then gradually 

increase your speed as muscle memory develops

Find Your Key
Use a capo to discover comfortable singing keys without 

learning difficult barre chords

Master the Basics
Focus on G, C, D, Em shapes4these four chords cover the 

majority of contemporary worship songs

Build Gradually
Start with simple down-strum patterns, then add complexity 

like up-strums and rhythmic variations

Remember: Worship is about heart and connection, not perfection! YouTube tutorials and chord sheets are available for each song to 
support your journey.
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