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Persistence Ahmad Duncan (b. 2003)

Written in 2025
Duration: ca. 4:30

Instrumentation

Piano

Drum Set (snare, bass, high-tom, low-tom, floor tom, hi-hat, ride
cymbal, crash cymbal)

Program Notes

Persistence

Definition: Firm or obstinate continuance in a course of action in spite
of difficulty or opposition. -Oxford Languages

In life, there are goals we want to achieve, accomplishments we wish
to make, and dreams we want to make a reality. To reach our goals,
trials will always find their way to make them difficult or discouraging.
The ones who make their dreams a reality are the ones that do not
quit in the face of difficulty. Failing over and over again will never
mean stopping. Dreams are made on the grounds of persistence.

This work for piano and drum set takes the performers and the
audience on a fast and thrilling ride filled with grooves in 4/4 + 5/4,
upbeat melodies, a speedy closer and much more. “Persistence”
conveys the story of determination, optimism, trial, and victory.

-Ahmad Duncan
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