WINTHROP BAGLEY
(1762 — 1850)

/ Note to Researchers \
This sample sketch, with live links, is intended to

demonstrate the wide variety of records available for
researching your Revolutionary ancestor. Nearly all of the
online sources here are freely accessible to the public. One

exception is Fold3.com, a subscription site devoted to

military records. However, it offers a 7-day free trial.

FamilySearch.orq is entirely free, but it requires that you set
up a free account. Their Research Wiki offers excellent
articles to guide you in your research.

You may not find as much information as you see in this
sketch. Just do your best!

Winthrop Bagley was born in Amesbury, Massachusetts, 19
August 1762, son of Jonathan and Ann (Favor?) Bagley.! He died in
Thornton 21 July 1850 and is buried there in Pine Grove Cemetery.?
On 1 January 1787, Winthrop, then residing in Candia, married
Maria/Mariah Dudley of Raymond. Rev. Ebenezer Haselton of Epsom
performed the ceremony.® Maria was born circa 1761.* She died in
Thornton 29 August 1855, aged 94 years.>

General John Sullivan of the Continental Army was assigned
responsibility for driving the British out of Rhode Island. But his
troops were insufficient, so he was forced to seek support from the
surrounding New England states.

In March 1778, Winthrop Bagley answered the call. He enlisted in
Capt. Ezekiel Worthen’s Company of Col. Stephen Peabody’s
Regiment at Candia for nine months. The company marched to
Rhode Island and was stationed first at Providence and afterwards on
the Island of Rhode Island (Aquidneck), where he encountered
General Lafayette.®
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Captain Sylvanus Reed of Fitzwilliam, New Hampshire, maintained
the orderly book for the New Hampshire State Regiment, logging
their daily records, including official orders, troop movements,
disciplinary actions, and routine duties. The original manuscript is
held by the Society of the Cincinnati. The book’s contents describing
their service from 25 May to 25 August of that year have been
summarized by the Society.

In late December 1777, the New Hampshire House of
Representatives resolved to raise a state regiment to serve
in Rhode Island and appointed Col. Stephen Peabody its
leader. Peabody’s men joined soldiers from Rhode Island
and Massachusetts and French and Continental Army
forces in an attempt to dislodge the British from the island
of Rhode Island. If successful, the campaign would reopen
Narragansett Bay to French and American naval traffic,
allowing the French fleet under Admiral Charles-Hector
Theodat, comte d’Estaing carrying infantry reinforcements
to land. Peabody’s New Hampshire regiment arrived in
Providence at the end of May 1778, when this orderly book
begins to document the troops’ service. Kept by Capt.
Sylvanus Reed of Fitzwilliam, New Hampshire, the orderly
book compiles the orders for the regiment, which was
assigned to Rhode Island colonel Christopher Greene’s
brigade. As head of the Continental Army’s Rhode Island
Department, Gen. John Sullivan directed the campaign.
After two months of patrolling the coast for enemy ships
and time in camp addressing the troops’ provisions,
interactions with local residents, courts martial, and
deserters, the New Hampshire men began preparing for
battle in mid August. On the eve of the regiment’'s march
to British-held Newport, Colonel Greene spoke to his
troops, offering “his most cordial thanks to the brave
Officers, Volunteers & Soldiers who have with so much
alacrity repaired to this place to give there assistance in
Exrepating the brutish Tirants from this Country. The zeal
& Spirit which they discovuared are to him the Most Plesing
Progress of Victory.” The battle that finally took place on
August 29—the war’s first joint French-American



operation—resulted in a stalemate that left Newport and
part of the island in British hands.’

The Battle of Rhode Island, also known as the Battle of Quaker
Hill, began about 6:00 a.m. the morning of 29 August. Peabody’s
Regiment, now part of Col. Greene’s brigade, was assigned to the
brigade’s right flank. They were soon attacked by armed British ships,
but they successfully drove them back. General Sullivan described the
day-long battle in a letter to Rhode Island’s Governor William Greene
at the conclusion of the battle.

The Enemy Repeated the attempt three times & were as
often Repulsed with great Bravery our officers & Soldiers
behaving with uncommon Fortitude & not giving up an
Inch of Ground through the whole Day The Enemy made a
Show of attacking our Left General Glover advanced to
meet them upon which they halted on Quaker Hill about a
mile in our Front. The Cannonnade was very Severe
through the whole Day & musketry with Inter— missions
near Seven hours — nothing could Equal the Bravery of the
officers & men as well militia as other Troops. The Enemy
having at Length wearied them— selves with vain Efforts
retired to a Chain of Hills about a mile in our Front which
were formerly fortifyed by themselves from which I think
they are now Retreating parties are now advancing to take
advantage of any movement the army having been without
Rest or food Last night & without any food to Day and in
Constant action through most of the Day it was not
thought ad— visable to attack the Enemy in the way they
had possessed themselves of. The victory on our Side was
Compleat but our Loss Considerable The particulars of
which am not able to give you The Enemy Loss from the
well Directed fire of our Cannon & musketry must be very
great and far Exceeding the Loss on our part.®

The battle was one of the earliest joint efforts with the French
Army. Although the attempt to drive the British out of Newport fell
short, partly due to hurricane damage disabling the French fleet, the
units “fought with determination on the front lines, holding their



ground during the fierce clashes that allowed the Continental Army to
withdraw in good order.”™

Winthrop, along with the rest of Peabody’s regiment, was
discharged on 30 December 1778 with one day’s pay for every 20
miles travel home to Candia,!® a distance of 130 miles today; surely,
a greater distance in 1778. At the time of discharge, the company
was comprised of 52 soldiers.!!

In June 1781, Winthrop reenlisted at Campton in Lieut. Peter
Stearns’ Company under the command of Col. Charles Johnson for six
months, serving on the northern frontier of the state “in defense
against the Indians.”*? His company included Jonathan Robins Jr. and
John Brown, all of Plymouth; John Clefford Jr. and Jason Cross for
Rumney; John Fellows and Daniel Heath for New Chester; William
Petty for Alexandria; and John Willey for Thornton.!3

Winthrop described his service from this enlistment in an affidavit
supporting Daniel Heath's application for a pension.

...in the year 1781 said Heath & myself belonged to a body
of men in the state troops of New Hampshire in the United
States service in the [R]evolutionary war. We were under
Lieut. Peter Sterns [sic] of Plymouth. I enlisted in the
month of June for six months to go into the Northern
frontier as a guard against the Indians. The place for
rendezvous was Haverhill ... & the whole body of us men
under the command of Colonel Charles Johnson of that
Place. I went from Campton ... , where I resided at time of
my enlistment immediately to the place of rendezvous &
found said Heath there. He then belonged to New Chester
in said county & had enlisted for the same period that I
had & into the same company & for the same services. We
remained some weeks at Haverhill when I was taken sick &
Heath with the rest of our corps moved to Dartmouth in
the Northern part of the State & left me sick at Haverhill__
after remaining a while at Dartmouth they moved to
Northumberland on Connecticut River__ while on their way
there I rejoined them having recovered of my iliness_



remaining at Northumberland several weeks__ we march?
down to Haverhill again & remained there till the expiration
of our term of enlistment when we were discharged__ Said
Heath & myself were each in said service at said time six
months__ though it may be proper to add that provisions
becoming scarce towards the close of our time the Col
discharged us a day or so before it was entirely out__
Whether we march? home before it was fully out I cannot
say but I think it probable we did not__ We left the service
& set off for home together.*

AT
Winthrop Bagley

Winthrop applied for a pension on 5 September 1832, the same
day as his friend Daniel Heath. He successfully proved his service
with affidavits from Heath, Enoch Colby, Jonathan Jewett and
Jonathan Robbins.!®

Winthrop first acquired land in Thornton on 1 April 1783. He
purchased from William Thornton 100 acres on the west side of the
Pemigewasset River. Matthew Thornton and Hobart Spencer
witnessed the deed.!® Establishing his prior residence is confusing.
His 1781 enlistment occurred in Campton; however, the 1783 deed
identifies his as “"Winthrop Bagley of Candia.”

He served as tax collector in Thornton,'” Overseer of the Poor,!8
and also ran a tavern here.'® His public service began in April 1790
when he was chosen to serve on a committee with John McArthur,
William Hobart, and Enoch Colby to collect for the support of the
Gospel.?’ He was appointed tax collector in November of that year.?!
On 11 July 1793, he was chosen moderator for Town Meeting.??

Following Winthrop’s death in 1850, Maria applied for a widow'’s
pension on 20 November 1851, supported by her brother Samuel C.
Dudley of Sanbornton and neighbor Tilletson Blaisdell.?> On 3 March
1855, Maria was awarded 160 acres of bounty land in Minnesota,
based on Winthrop’s Revolutionary service. However, she never



settled there. Her daughter Nancy, as sole heir, inherited the land,
but assigned the tract to Elijah A. Powell in September 1860.2*

Children (with Maria/Mariah Dudley; all named in Winthrop’s will;?°
births recorded in Thornton Town Records):%®

i. MARY/POLLY BAGLEY, b. 28 Dec. 1787; d. 19 Sep. 1822, aged 35
years, 8 months, 22 days;? m. ca. 1806 William Thornton,?®
b. possibly in Thornton 13 Jan. 1784, s. of William and
Dorothy “Dolly” (Bagley) Thornton.?®

ii. NANCY BAGLEY, b. 13 Oct. 1789, d. before 21 Feb. 1861,3° m. by
A. Rankin in Thornton 4 Oct. 1825 (intention filed 20
September 1825) Joseph Emerson Dow of Franconia3! as his
second wife.>> He was b. 28 Dec. 1777, s. of Moses and
Phoebe (Emerson) Dow,*? d. in Franconia 25 Aug. 1857,3% m.
(1) Abigail Arnold, daughter of Hon. Jonathan Arnold of
Rhode Island.®® Joseph was a lawyer, local magistrate and
postmaster of Thornton. He drank himself into poverty and
moved to Littleton.3®

iii. BETSY BAGLEY, b. 6 Aug. 1791.

IV. SALLY A. BAGLEY, b. 24 Oct. 1793, d. bet. 1850 and 1855;3” m.
by Pelatiah Chapin 16 March 1820 Tillotson Blaisdell of
Campton,® b. ca. 1798,3° d. in Thornton 9 July 1877, aged 79
years, 5 months, 24 days.*

V. HANNAH BAGLEY, b. 16 Nov. 1795, m. int. 7 Oct. 1816 Jonas
Tyler,* d. bef. 16 March 1848, when her father’s will was
executed.*?
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