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Leptondale Bible Church 
Elder Position Papers

Purpose
Our primary purpose for the development of LBC Elder position papers is as follows:

	1)  To establish and promote our philosophy of ministry, vision 
               and theological persuasion.
2)  To provide a foundation from which to select church leaders for 
      now and the future.
	3)  To provide consistency and unity within our body.
4)  To present a clear picture of LBC to new families that are
     considering us as their church home.

Distinction between "position papers" & "policy statements"
Elder position papers are doctrinal positions unanimously submitted to and promoted by the elders for the promotion of consistency, unity and godliness in our body.  Elder policy statements are guidelines pertaining to the various procedures and operations of our organization.

Reason
As elders we believe that God has charged us to keep watch over the souls of His people (Hebrews 13:17).  And the means by which He has called us to do this is by being an example in both conduct and teaching (1 Timothy 4:12-13; 1 Peter 5:2-3).  Therefore we believe our main responsibility is...

1. To teach and preach sound doctrine (1 Timothy 3:2; 4:6-16; 2 Timothy
       4:1-4; Titus 1:9; 2:15; 3:8).
2)  To equip the saints with sound doctrine for service (Ephesians 4:11-6).
1. To exhort and encourage the body to pursue godliness (1 Timothy 4:7;  6:3, 11-16).
An Important Note
It is the elders desire to accept, love and work with believers from other churches and denominations even when they do not agree with our unique understanding of God's Word, except in those areas that we consider essential to saving faith.  In addition, it is not our desire to turn away anyone because they do not agree with all of the positions that define our uniqueness.  If anyone can fellowship with us knowing that there are differences and honor those differences, we welcome them and will do our best to make them feel apart of this local assembly.

***********************


April 29, 1989                                                                Position Paper
Revised January 2026		   	
Church Discipline

1. The Authority and Responsibility of the Elders
The elders of Leptondale Bible Church believe that anyone who is part of this body automatically comes under the spiritual oversight of the Elders and under the Church’s authority to discipline its people. This applies to both members and regular attenders.
Church discipline is integral to the ministry of growing disciples and must therefore be viewed as an ongoing ministry that is proactive rather than reactive. Elders bear responsibility to design, participate in, and oversee this ministry in a manner consistent with the biblical qualifications, roles, and responsibilities of the office, as well as with the contemporary context of Leptondale Bible Church.
2. The Call to a Standard of Life and Conduct
We believe the church body is called to a standard of faith, practice, and righteousness that should be taught and understood by the congregation. We believe we are accountable to Christ and to one another for our manner of life. A life that is above reproach is essential for the testimony of the church, the protection of the body, and the honor of the name of Christ.
3. The Biblical Framework for Discipline (Matthew 18:15–20)
As part of this standard of faith, practice, and righteousness, an important framework for church discipline is the process directed by our Lord in Matthew 18:15–20. In accordance with these steps, anyone who has been confronted and continues in known sin without confession and repentance, or anyone who persists in the same sin without forsaking it, will be subject to the public discipline of the Church. The steps of discipline defined in Matthew 18:15–18 will be followed thoroughly unless confession and repentance occur. Two or more witnesses will be required to begin and continue the discipline process. Knowing the redemptive aim of these steps, and how the Lord honors the church’s faithfulness in carrying them out, the elders’ oversight in this process will often be essential for the sake of the Lord’s intended redemptive outcome.
4. Step One: Private Confrontation
In accordance with Matthew 18:15, the process begins with the person who can faithfully testify to the matter of unrepentant sin confronting the brother or sister privately, seeking God’s grace to grant repentance. In this first step, the Lord commands confidentiality — “go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone” — and it is reasonable to infer that confidentiality is expected to be maintained until the step of public discipline before the church, should that become necessary.
5. Step Two: Two or Three Witnesses
If the sinning brother or sister refuses to repent in step one, the first witness (“you”) is to expand the group to two or three witnesses. This number is drawn from the Law of Moses, with the expectation that the additional witnesses will remain faithful to the process, carefully investigate the matter, and arrive at the truth before the Lord. It is “by the evidence of two or three witnesses” that “every charge may be established” (v. 16). The charges established by these witnesses are to be accepted by the church because Christ affirms His agreement with their judgment when they have been faithful in their investigation and united in their conclusion (vv. 18–20).
6. Maintaining the Integrity of the Process
To maintain faithfulness to the process, it is important to preserve the integrity of these steps by ensuring that the first witness remains at the forefront. In Deuteronomy 17:7, the Lord commanded that the witnesses be the first to act in the ensuing judgment — an important safeguard for the integrity of the process. Similarly, in Matthew 18:17, Jesus directs: “If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector.” The singular “you” from verse 15 (the first witness) remains the one who tells it to the church and who regards the unrepentant person accordingly.
7. Step Three: Public Discipline Before the Church
If the process reaches the point where an unrepentant sinner is brought before the church on the testimony of the “two or three witnesses,” discipline will be enacted by a decision of the elders. The congregation will be informed at a duly constituted business meeting, and all who attend the Church will be informed of the decision and will be bound to honor and uphold it. Failure to uphold the discipline of an individual will be considered sin and will itself be subject to Church discipline.
8. The Consequences of Church Discipline
Once under Church discipline, the individual will be removed from all privileges of Church membership and affiliation and will not be permitted to attend any church related ministries and activities, for example the Sunday service or home Bible studies.  Church members are encouraged to engage with the individual for the purpose of encouraging repentance.
Requests to remove membership from the Church, or attempts to leave while under Church discipline, will not halt or avoid the process of breaking fellowship. Requests to remove membership during the discipline process will not be granted.
9. Communication with Other Churches
Information regarding an individual under the discipline of Leptondale Bible Church will be provided to the spiritual leaders of other churches who request it for proper reasons (such as evaluating someone seeking to unite with their church). No one under the discipline of another church for a matter that would also be disciplined at Leptondale Bible Church will be permitted to attend or join here. Those requesting to join this body will be asked about their past church relationships, and when possible, the spiritual leaders of their former church will be contacted regarding their standing at the time they left.
10. Restoration and Reaffirmation of Love
Church discipline will be removed and full fellowship restored upon the individual’s repentance and forsaking of the sin for which discipline was imposed. It is essential to the spiritual well‑being of the repentant brother or sister, as well as to the church as a whole, that we obey Scripture in restoring fellowship. As Paul instructed the church at Corinth regarding restoration: “For such a one, this punishment by the majority is enough, so you should rather turn to forgive and comfort him, or he may be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow. So I beg you to reaffirm your love for him. For this is why I wrote, that I might test you and know whether you are obedient in everything” (2 Corinthians 2:6–9).
Scripture references: Matthew 18:15–18; Romans 16:17–20; 1 Corinthians 5:1–13; 2 Thessalonians 3:6–15; 1 Timothy 5:17–25; Titus 3:9–11; Deuteronomy 17:2–7; 2 Corinthians 2:6–9.
**********************************
Replaced:  Jan 31,2010 					Position Paper
Revised:  December 3, 2010

Marriage & Divorce
 
1. The elders of Leptondale Bible Church unanimously believe the Scriptures teach that marriage is a covenant relationship, instituted by God, as a sacred union between one man and one woman.   By 'man' and 'woman,' we mean their genders by birth as assigned to them by God who created them 'male and female.'   Marriage is intended to last as long as they both live. God makes two into one flesh. Marriage vows are a covenental promise before God to live and love within his design.   (Genesis 2:24, Malachi 2:14-15, Matthew 19:4-6, 1 Corinthians 7:39)
2. We believe that God hates divorce.  We believe that divorce is most often wrong and sinful.  We believe that divorce is hated by God, and is sinful, even in the case of a second marriage.  (Malachi 2:13-16)
3. We believe that it is the obligation of the husband to love and care for his wife as Christ does His church, to the point of placing his concern for his wife above his concern for his own body. We believe that it is the obligation of the wife to love and obey her husband as the church does Christ. We believe that the relationship between husbands and wives to each other is to be secondary only to the relationship of each with Christ. This primary relationship is made evident within marriage through each spouse's love for one another. (Ephesians 5:21-33, 1 Corinthians 7:32-35)
4. We believe that all sexual relations outside of a proper marriage union are, and should be treated as, sin. This includes fornication, adultery and homosexual relations, whether recognized as legal by the state or not. (Leviticus 18:22, Matthew 15:19, Romans 1:26-27, 1 Corinthians 6:9-11, Hebrews 13:4)
5. We believe that the scriptures teach that God's desire is for believers to marry only other believers. Based on this truth, we commit to teach and encourage our young, unmarried people to seek serious relationships only with those with whom they are like-minded and equally yoked. (2 Corinthians 6:14-18, 1 Corinthians 7:39)
6. We will freely offer counseling to any having difficulty with their marriage. Knowing that God hates divorce, we firmly believe that the best end is always a full reconciliation and return to a loving relationship. In instances where Biblical counsel is rejected by an individual who attends LBC, church discipline may be invoked for the hope of repentance and restoration.   (Malachi 2:16, Matthew 18:15-17, 1 Corinthians 7:10-13, Galatians 6:1-5, 2 Thessalonians 3:14-15, Titus 2:1-8, 1 Peter 5:1-5, James 5:19-20)
7. Some of the elders of LBC believe that divorce, and then remarriage, are allowed by the Scriptures in some instances.  Those in the church are free to express their differing Biblical views on this subject. We will not ostracize or discipline people for remarrying under circumstances which some elders consider to be appropriate. (Matthew 5:32; 1 Corinthians 7:15)
8. We believe that the act of remarrying in wrong circumstances is sin, but the married couple are not then continually living in sin.  Even a marriage improperly begun should be lived to the glory of God.
9. Marriage may not be advisable for everyone.  We will not permit our church to be used for weddings, nor will we allow our pastors to perform weddings, without adequate pre marital counseling.  Our pastor is free to determine during the course of this counseling whether he is comfortable performing the proposed wedding.
10. We are committed to teaching these things to those contemplating marriage, and to those already married. We believe that this must be a high priority for the church.  We will not allow anyone to teach a  contrary position at LBC.   
************************

March 1, 1993								  Position Paper
Revised August 5, 2015

Immoral Sexual Behavior and Related Subjects

Today we live in an amoral society, a society which promotes that each person does what is right in their own eyes.  Because of this current climate we believe it is important that we are clear concerning our convictions regarding this matter since we live in a day in which there is no agreed standard within our society, nor among those claiming to be Christians.

In addition we are also sensitive to the fact that each one of us has sinned and fallen short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23). We also believe that Jesus Christ freed us from the penalty of our sins (Romans 6:22). Therefore, it is not our desire to bring up past issues that have been forgiven and covered by the blood of Christ but rather, to encourage lifestyles that agree with scriptural admonition. In light of scripture, for the sake of harmony among believers, and to further the gospel we ask that you submit to the following position.

It is our conviction that the Scriptures teach that the only acceptable sexual relationship is that which occurs between a man and a woman within the marriage union.  All other sexual activity is unacceptable and immoral.  This includes, but it not limited to, the following: sex between an unmarried man and an unmarried woman, sex between a married individual and someone other than their marriage partner, sex between two individuals of the same gender (whether they are living in a monogamous relationship or not), and sex between a human being and an animal.  Furthermore, we believe that the Scriptures teach that it is just as wrong to commit these acts of immorality in your mind, or teach others that they are acceptable, as it is to actually commit them yourself.

In the beginning God created man in His own image.  God deliberately created mankind in a particular form, and in precisely two genders, male and female.  God commanded that mankind would proliferate in this way, and that human parents would have male and female children (Genesis 1:27, 28; Matthew 19:4,5).  Each individual person, while born of his or her parents, is formed by God in the womb (Psalm 139:13).  Since the fall, mankind has had evil thoughts of all kinds, including thoughts of sexual immorality and sensuality (Mark 7:20-23).  While it is a fact that a person may not be satisfied with what he or she is, that dissatisfaction does not change reality.  We believe that "identifying" as a gender other than the one formed by God is a sin based on one's own evil thoughts.

Full agreement with these convictions on sexual morality will be required of all who fellowship at Leptondale Bible Church.  This also applies to all who serve on the staff of the Church, including part-time help, substitutes, and volunteer workers.  Should anyone in any of these categories change their thinking regarding these convictions or be found in violation of them, they will be separated from fellowship and/or dismissed from their position.  There will be no exceptions to this policy.  Restoration will occur only when there is evidence of repentance with regard to thinking and acting properly in regards to this matter.

We also believe that the willful abortion of an unborn fetus at any stage of pregnancy is sin, whether or not the pregnancy occurred as a result of the union of a husband and wife within the marriage relationship or was the result of immoral sexual conduct.  The same principles regarding fellowship and that appear above apply with regard to the issue of abortion as well.

Exodus 20:1-17; Leviticus 18:19-30, 20:10-21; Matthew 5:27-32; Romans 1:18-27; 1 Corinthians 5:1-13, 6:9-1 1; and I Thessalonians 4:1 -8

**********************************

September  2002                                                    		          				 Position Paper
Spiritual Gifts

The elders believe every individual who is saved by God is indwelt with the Holy Spirit.  The indwelling of the Holy Spirit is the means by which a believer knows God, which is the beginning of eternal life (Psalm 51:11-12; Romans 8:14-16; John 17:3) and is parallel to being born of the Spirit (John 3:5-8).  We also believe that the indwelling of the Holy Spirit and the baptism of the Holy Spirit happen simultaneously.  The Spirit's indwelling is to have the Holy Spirit take residence inside and the Spirit's baptism is to be placed in Christ's body and identified with Him (Romans 6:1-5). Therefore, there is no second event or "blessing" of being baptized by the Spirit after one has trusted Christ and received eternal life.

We believe the filling of the Holy Spirit is a command to yield and submit to what God delights in and is best viewed as an ongoing process. (Luke 3:16; Acts 1:4-8, 2:1-4, 2:38; Romans 8:9, 15-16; Ephesians 5:17-20; Hebrews 10:14-18)

We believe the Holy Spirit gives one or more spiritual gifts (I Corinthians 12:11) and He distributes them for edification of the body. (I Corinthians 12:7) We also believe that spiritual gifts are given in infinite variety, but all true spiritual gifts are described in Scripture.  We also believe that these gifts are under the control and responsibility of the believer. (I Corinthians 14:26-33)

We believe tongues, which are genuine languages unknown to the speaker by natural means, are a legitimate sign gift for unbelieving Jews (Acts 10:44-46; 11:16-18; 1 Corinthians 14:22), yet has been the most misused, counterfeited, and misunderstood of all the gifts in modem times. Therefore, the elders will strictly adhere to what the Scriptures say in 1 Corinthians 14:26-33 about being done decently and in order.

The canon of Scripture was completed with the end of Revelation to John.  We have been in the last days since then (Acts 2:17) We therefore do not expect modern prophecy to include any new doctrinal revelation, nor any revelation about the time or manner of the Lord's return. (Revelation 22:18-19)

Finally, we believe God does indeed save, heal, and bless in these days.  We believe God does not heal everyone, nor bless everyone materially, not even all believers. (John 16:33; Hebrews I 1) Whether or not He does is according to His own good pleasure and through the prayers of His saints. (Romans 8:28)

**********************************************************


 June 2002							Position Paper		
(Revised 11/28/2007)
							                             		        The Role of Women in the Church

Feminism is one of the greatest cultural movements of the twentieth century.  What started as a cultural controversy in the early 1900’s, has entered the Church. In the mid 1970’s “evangelical feminism” began. The core of the feminist argument is that there should be no difference between men’s and women’s roles, that to support gender-based role differences is unjust discrimination. Within “evangelical feminism” there has been an increased tendency to oppose any unique leadership role for men in the family and in the church.

The elders of L.B.C. believe the Bible to teach both the equality of men and women in worth as well as distinct differences between men and women in responsibility. We do not believe that equality of being before God requires the elimination of all role distinctions in society nor rule out authority and submission in relationships. 

The elders of L.B.C. believe that the husband and wife are of equal worth before God, since both are created in His image. We believe the marriage relationship models the way God relates to His people (Ephesians 5:24-25). Thus a husband is to love his wife as Christ loved the church. He has the God-given responsibility to provide for, to protect, and to lead His family. A wife is to submit herself graciously (Titus 2:5; 1 Peter 3:1) to the servant leadership of her husband even as the church willingly submits to the headship of Christ.

We believe women played an important role in the church from the earliest days on (Acts 1:12-14; 9:36-42; 18:24-28; Romans 16) but that they were not leading roles. By “leading roles” we mean they did not exercise spiritual authority over men in the church. The incarnation was a man; the apostles were men; the chief missionary activity was done by men; there were no female elders or pastors appointed.

We firmly believe the ministry of women to be essential to the body of Christ, but the New Testament gives no basis for women becoming pastors or elders,  though they are spiritual equals with men.

The elders do not consider singing, giving announcements, reporting on ministries, or praying in mixed assemblies as roles of spiritual authority but rather the exercise of talents and abilities to encourage and serve. The elders do believe that the teaching and preaching of God’s word is authoritative and therefore is the responsibility of male leadership in “mixed” settings. (1 Corinthians 14:34-37; 1 Timothy 2:11-12)
**********************************************************


 January 2026							Position Paper		
							                             		        The Role of the Church and Politics

The elders believe that the business of the church, in accordance with the Scriptures, is to make disciples, to baptize those disciples, and to teach them to observe all that Christ has commanded.  Our message is the gospel, which is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes.  The gospel is of first importance since it is the only way by which any may be saved.  The gospel is that Jesus Christ died for our sins, that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures.  Any who hear this gospel and repent and believe will have their sins forgiven, will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit, and will have eternal life.
The gospel is the same anywhere in the world, in any nation, under any government and in any circumstance.

There are other causes and other priorities and other viewpoints but there is no other gospel than the gospel of Christ. We proclaim the gospel to seek the approval of God and not to please men, and to the glory of God, we remain focused on this gospel and Christ’s great aim for it: “so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish” (Ephesians 5:27). To join this holy and supernatural work of Christ with other causes, priorities, and viewpoints, therefore, is to mar the splendor of Christ’s work in building His church.  

Mindful of the above, we do not believe that people are or can be brought closer to salvation by any act of society of government.  We believe that our responsibility as a church toward government is to pray for all who are in high positions, to be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except from God, and to “render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to God the things that are God’s”.

Therefore we will not as a church advocate for any particular political person, policy, or platform.

Romans 1:16-17;  1 Corinthians 15:1-4;  Acts 2:37-39;  Galatians 1:6-10;  1Timothy 2:1-4;  Matthew 22:17-21; Romans 13:1-7
**********************************************************


 January 2026							Position Paper		
							                             		        Election, Free Choice, and the Spread of the Gospel

The elders of Leptondale Bible Church are aware that in the centuries of church history there has been considerable controversy over what some might call “election versus free choice”.  We have no objection to disagreement, discussion, and study of these issues.  However, we feel strongly that there should not be division within our body over them. Therefore, we expect everyone to approach these issues in an attitude of humility and respect for those with an alternative view.

The Articles of Faith of our church constitution address two items that are relevant here.  These therefore require acceptance by any who are members or teachers at Leptondale Bible Church.

The first is titled “Man, Created and Fallen”.

Man, Created and Fallen

We believe that man was originally created in the image of God, but that he fell through sin and because of sin lost his relationship with God.  We also believe that this spiritual death (or total depravity of human nature) has been transmitted to the entire human race, the man, Christ Jesus being the exception.  Man is therefore incapable of pleasing God and is, therefore, under just condemnation, bound to hell, the place of eternal punishment.  

The second is titled “Eternal Security”:

Eternal Security

We believe that all redeemed, once adopted into God’s family, are kept by God's power and are thus secure in Christ forever.  

There are tensions in Scripture that must not be considered to be conflicting doctrines.  For example, we have  Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never thirst. (John 6:35 ESV) and we also have No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him. And I will raise him up on the last day. (John 6:44 ESV). 

Where doctrines are clearly expressed in Scripture yet appear to be in tension to us, we recognize that, in the history of the church, segments within the church universal have sought to resolve these tensions in ways that render some clearly expressed doctrines to be of no effect. For example, some within reformed theology take a view that evangelism (and so Christ’s commands inherent in the Great Commission), is unnecessary based upon theological conclusions drawn from doctrines of unconditional election, limited atonement, and irresistible grace. As a church, we humbly accept that the tensions we may perceive are not tensions in the mind and eyes of God. 

Therefore, continuing with this example, we believe that it is our purpose “to spread the gospel by personal witnessing of individual believers and by the sending and supporting of missionaries of like precious faith.” (Matthew 28:19-20; Romans 10:14-15). 

We further believe that this purpose and our conviction as a church to pursue it does not, in the least, diminish God’s sovereign purpose of election in Christ. 
**********************************************************
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