[image: ]The seven lampstands (Menorah)

According to the five books that Moses wrote by [image: ]’s word, the lamps of the menorah were lit daily—specifically every evening—to burn through the night.
The lighting process is described in the five books through the following instructions:
· When: Aaron and the priests were commanded to light the lamps from evening until morning (Exodus 27:21). This was to be done daily as a perpetual statute.
· The Process:
o Morning Duty: Each morning, the priest would clean the lamps, preparing them with fresh, pure olive oil (Exodus 30:7).
o Evening Lighting: Every evening near dusk, the priest would light the lamps (Exodus 30:8).
· How They Were Lit: The text in Numbers 8:2 states, “When you set up the lamps, the seven lamps shall give light in front of the lampstand.” The five books do not explicitly state whether they were lit one by one or all at once; the requirement was that all seven be burning together during the nightly service.
· Special Requirement: A key detail in Numbers 8 is that the lamps were set to face forward, toward the front of the lampstand, so their light would illuminate the Holy Place—specifically the Table of Showbread.
· Here is the breakdown:
· The Lampstand (Menorah): This is the gold, tree-like structure with a base and six branches.
• The Seven Lamps: These were individual oil-burning vessels placed on top of the branches. Shaped like bowls, they held the oil inside. They were not permanently fixed; the priests would remove them to trim the wicks and refill the oil.
Do Not Adopt Other Rituals
We are to adhere strictly to the foundational law. Deuteronomy 4:2 and chapter 13 explain that we are not to alter the law or change its established practices.
Here are three specific ways the “seven-branched lampstand” differs from later traditions not found in the five books:
1. The Location: In the five books, the lampstand exists only inside the Tabernacle (Exodus 26:35). There are no instructions for a lampstand in private homes or for seasonal festivals. Later writings introduced changes. 
2. The Number: The design in the five books specifies seven lamps (Exodus 25:37). The nine-branched version used for Hanukkah is a later development not found in the writings of Moses. 
3. The Purpose: In the five books, the purpose is the regular, perpetual service (Leviticus 24:3). It is not described as commemorating a historical victory or a miracle of oil, but as maintaining continual light in the sanctuary. 
In the five books, the ritual is focused on the priests (Aaron and his sons) maintaining the light in the Holy Place so that the sanctuary is never in darkness. It is a functional, sacred duty tied to the operation of the Tabernacle, not a commemorative practice.

In Leviticus 10:1–3, we are given a severe warning about what happens when anyone—even high-ranking priests—deviates from the specific instructions given to Moses.
This event involves Nadab and Abihu, the two eldest sons of Aaron, and serves as a foundational example of how rituals must be performed:
1. The Act of “Strange Fire”
The text says they took their censers, put fire in them, and added incense. However, they offered “strange fire” (Hebrew: esh zarah) before the LORD—something He had not commanded. 
2. The Violation of Deuteronomy 4:2
The issue was not that the fire or incense was inherently evil, but that it was added to the ritual. Changing what was commanded was not permitted. 


According to the five books:
• They used a source of fire or timing not part of the pattern shown to Moses on the mountain.
• By introducing something new into the sanctuary, they violated the principle of not adding to the law.
3. The Immediate Consequence
Fire came out from the presence of [image: ] and consumed them, and they died. Moses explained this with a principle from [image: ]:
“By those who come near Me I will be treated as holy; and before all the people I will be honored.” (Leviticus 10:3) 
4. The “No Mourning” Command (Leviticus 10:6)
Moses instructed Aaron and his remaining sons not to mourn or tear their clothes. Because Nadab and Abihu violated the established order, the remaining priests had to continue their duties without interruption or personal expression overriding the law. 

Why This Matters for the Lampstand
In the context of the seven-branched lampstand, this chapter reinforces that the ritual is not a suggestion. If the Torah specifies:
• Seven lamps (not eight or nine),
• Pure olive oil (not another fuel),
• Lit by Aaron and the priests (not by common people),
• Inside the Tabernacle (not in private homes),
…then altering these details would be considered introducing “strange fire.”

Some believers interpret Exodus 25 symbolically, associating the menorah with divine presence and wisdom.
• Seven branches (Temple menorah): Often understood as representing the seven days of Creation and, in some traditions, the “seven churches” in Revelation. It is seen as a symbol of divine light.
• Nine branches (Hanukkiah): Used during Hanukkah to commemorate the eight-day oil miracle, with one additional “helper” candle used for lighting the others.
From the perspective presented here, this later form is viewed as a departure from the original instructions given to Moses, which emphasize not altering the established ritual. At last, this is one of the many reasons why I only believe in the 5 books that Moses wrote, not the Bible or TANAKH. Since it conflicts and is against [image: ]’s foundation law.
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