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Pre-Launch Checklist
The 42-Point Quality Check
Before Pushing Your Product Live.
Use this before every website launch. No exceptions.


How to Use This Checklist

Work through each section in order. Tick every item before you go live. If you cannot tick it — fix it first. Every item marked Required must be completed before launch. Items marked Recommended are strongly advised. Items marked Optional enhance quality further.

	● REQUIRED   Must complete before launch
	● RECOMMENDED   Strongly advised
	● OPTIONAL   Enhances quality



	✓
	Check Item
	What to Verify
	Priority



  01 DOMAIN & HOSTING   —   4 checks

	☐
	#01
Domain Active
	Your domain is registered, paid, and pointing correctly to your hosting server.
	Required



	☐
	#02
DNS Propagated
	DNS records have fully propagated — the site loads correctly from multiple devices and locations.
	Required



	☐
	#03
Hosting Plan Active
	Hosting plan is live, not on a free trial or expired plan. Confirm renewal date is set.
	Required



	☐
	#04
www & non-www Redirect
	Both www.yourdomain.com and yourdomain.com load the site and redirect to the same version.
	Required



  02 SSL & SECURITY   —   5 checks

	☐
	#05
SSL Certificate Active
	HTTPS is enabled and the padlock icon shows in all major browsers. No mixed content warnings.
	Required



	☐
	#06
HTTP to HTTPS Redirect
	All HTTP URLs automatically redirect to HTTPS. No page loads over unsecured HTTP.
	Required



	☐
	#07
Firewall Enabled
	Web application firewall is active (Wordfence, Cloudflare, or equivalent). Configured and tested.
	Required



	☐
	#08
Login URL Protected
	Default admin login URL has been changed or hidden. Brute force protection is active.
	Required



	☐
	#09
Automated Backups Configured
	Backup plugin or service is active. First backup has been verified. Storage destination confirmed.
	Required



  03 PERFORMANCE & SPEED   —   5 checks

	☐
	#10
Page Speed Test Passed
	Site loads in under 3 seconds on both desktop and mobile. Test via Google PageSpeed or GTmetrix.
	Required



	☐
	#11
Caching Enabled
	Caching plugin or server-level caching is active. Cache is cleared and regenerated post-launch.
	Required



	☐
	#12
Images Compressed
	All images are compressed and served in WebP format where supported. No oversized image files.
	Recommended



	☐
	#13
CDN Active
	Content Delivery Network is configured (Cloudflare or equivalent). Assets served from nearest server.
	Recommended



	☐
	#14
Unused Scripts Removed
	Unused CSS and JavaScript files have been removed or dequeued. No bloat slowing the frontend.
	Recommended



  04 SEO FUNDAMENTALS   —   7 checks 

	☐
	#15
Meta Titles Set
	Every page has a unique, keyword-relevant meta title under 60 characters.
	Required



	☐
	#16
Meta Descriptions Set
	Every page has a unique meta description under 160 characters that accurately describes the content.
	Required



	☐
	#17
XML Sitemap Generated
	XML sitemap is generated and accessible at yourdomain.com/sitemap.xml.
	Required



	☐
	#18
Sitemap Submitted to Google
	Sitemap has been submitted via Google Search Console. Property is verified.
	Required



	☐
	#19
Robots.txt Configured
	robots.txt file exists and is correctly configured. No important pages are accidentally blocked.
	Required



	☐
	#20
Image Alt Tags Added
	All meaningful images have descriptive alt text. Decorative images have empty alt attributes.
	Recommended



	☐
	#21
Heading Structure Correct
	Each page has one H1. Headings follow a logical H1 > H2 > H3 hierarchy throughout.
	Recommended



  05 CONTENT & COPY   —   6 checks 

	☐
	#22
No Placeholder Content
	All Lorem Ipsum, placeholder images, and dummy text have been replaced with final content.
	Required



	☐
	#23
Spelling & Grammar Checked
	All page copy has been proofread. No spelling errors, grammatical mistakes, or inconsistent formatting.
	Required



	☐
	#24
Contact Information Accurate
	Phone number, email, address, and social media links are correct and up to date on all pages.
	Required



	☐
	#25
All Links Working
	Every internal and external link on the site has been tested. No 404 errors or broken links.
	Required



	☐
	#26
Pricing Up to Date
	All prices, packages, and service descriptions are accurate and reflect current offerings.
	Required



	☐
	#27
Legal Pages Present
	Privacy Policy and Terms of Use pages exist and contain accurate, relevant content.
	Recommended



  06 DESIGN & USER EXPERIENCE   —   5 checks

	☐
	#28
Mobile Responsive
	The site displays correctly on mobile phones and tablets. All elements resize and reformat properly.
	Required



	☐
	#29
Cross-Browser Tested
	Site has been tested on Chrome, Safari, Firefox, and Edge. No layout or display issues found.
	Required



	☐
	#30
Favicon Set
	A favicon (browser tab icon) is uploaded and displays correctly across all browsers and devices.
	Recommended



	☐
	#31
404 Page Configured
	A custom 404 error page exists and directs users back to the homepage or relevant content.
	Recommended



	☐
	#32
CTA Buttons Visible & Functional
	All call-to-action buttons are clearly visible, correctly labelled, and link to the right destination.
	Required



  07 FORMS & CONTACT   —   4 checks

	☐
	#33
Contact Form Tested
	Every form on the site has been tested end-to-end. Submissions are received correctly.
	Required



	☐
	#34
Form Notifications Active
	Email notifications are configured and arriving in the correct inbox without going to spam.
	Required



	☐
	#35
Spam Protection Active
	Contact forms are protected against spam via reCAPTCHA, honeypot, or equivalent method.
	Recommended



	☐
	#36
Auto-Reply Configured
	Form submitters receive an automated confirmation email acknowledging their enquiry.
	Optional



  08 ANALYTICS & TRACKING   —   4 checks 

	☐
	#37
Google Analytics Connected
	Google Analytics (GA4) is installed and tracking page views correctly. Test via real-time report.
	Required



	☐
	#38
Google Search Console Verified
	Website property is verified in Google Search Console and receiving data.
	Required



	☐
	#39
Conversion Events Tracked
	Key actions — form submissions, button clicks, page visits — are tracked as events or goals.
	Recommended



	☐
	#40
No Tracking on Thank-You Page Only
	Analytics is not excluded from any key pages. Confirm all pages are being tracked correctly.
	Recommended



  09 EMAIL SETUP   —   3 checks   

	☐
	#41
Professional Email Active
	Custom email address (e.g. name@yourdomain.com) is active and receiving messages correctly.
	Required



	☐
	#42
Email Deliverability Tested
	Outgoing emails from the domain land in the inbox — not spam. Test via mail-tester.com or similar.
	Required





Your Launch Score

	Total Checks
	Required Completed
	Recommended Completed
	Launch Status

	42
	__ / 30
	__ / 10
	☐ Ready  ☐ Not Ready



Rule: All 30 Required items must be ticked before launch. No exceptions. If you are stuck on any item — it is fixable. Do not skip it.


Need help completing this checklist?
Every Stage 03 — Build & Launch engagement includes this checklist completed in full.
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